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nlever nelgigently shirked a public dui-y or tiniorously sbrunk
frOil grappling witb the mosi- formidable dangers. Shie b'as
never been as dlay in thbe hands of her -Ninisters. She has
Ilays had her own views of home politios and of foreign

POlicy, and if slie has at timies been. forced to accep- unpalat-
aýble advice, she bas frequently been able i-o have bier own
way even in i-be face of tbe strenuous opposition of bier ad-
vlisers. The ables- Prime Minister she bas ever liaï, Mr.
Gladstone, in bis own graphic way describecl the Sovereign's

'oin the British svstem:

"fie is eni-itled on ail subjects comning bcfore i-be Minis-
try, to knowledge and opportunities of disceussion, unlimiteil
Savle by tbe ironi necessities of business. Though decisions
iflUSt Ultimately conform i-o thbe sense of those wbo are i-o be
responsible for'them, yet their business is i-o inforni and per-
SUade i-be Sovereign, flot i-o over-rule bim. Were it possible
for him to enter activeîy into ail public transactions, lie
would be fuliy eni-itled to do so. [ni the discussion of i-hemi
the 'VIOn.ïîci 1 bas mnore tban one advantage over is advisers.
le is Permanent, they are fugitive - lie speaks froin the van
tage ground of a station unapproitcbably higber ;ble takes a
caln and ieisurely survey, wbiie they are worried with pi-e
Paratouy stages, and their force is often impaired by the pues.
8ure Of countless detaji. H1e mnay be, therefore, a weigbi-y
factor in ail deliberations of Stte. Every. discovery of a
blot i-bai- the studiýs of the Sovereign in the domain of busi-
n'ess enable biim tg make, si-rengtbens bis biads and en-
hances bis autliority. it is plain, then, that there is abuni-
dlant Scope for mental aci-ivity to be ai- work under i-be gor-
geoI19 robes of Royalty.-

Probably ibe bighes- daim i-o distinction wbich the
Future bistorian wili see in (2ueen Victoria, is lier command-
ilig influence in the world's counsels in favour of the mnain-
tenance of peace. Two noted instances înay be cited biere

8' exaniplls. During a cî'itical period of i-he Civil War
ill the UJnited States thbe Frencb (1ovêrnmen- earnesly
de8ired to recognize tbe i udependence of i-be Soutbern Con-
federâcv, and proposed to i-be Governmen- of Great Britain

joi flnt 'cin nte matier. 11ow far Rer Maesty':t per-
s014,1infuene srve toprevent sucli a disaster i-o civiliza-

einpi-urîly refused to sanction th•e proposai, and the United

8ta tes Was allowedtlimue to secure the complete ascendency
of thbe National Governmnent. Quite recently Prince Bis-
'n«rek bas given to tue world the text of a perSOnal letter
wrîtten ùin 1870 to theC late Emnperor of Gernmany, William i
't' Wi sue appeaied to biim to prevent the utter destruc-

tiof Fratnce i-o wbicli Bismarck wa i-lien inciined The
1,iltive Wbicb proipted tbe publication of the letter ap-
Pears to bave been personai dislike of the Queen, but no
devîce More likely to enhance bier popularii-y with bier own

People, or to increase tbe respect in wbich. sbe is lîeld

by aIl eivilized nationis, could bave been adopted. 1[t is
at 0flce a tribute to lier power and a proof of her humanity.

Queen Victoria's reign must- in tbe natural course of

eent8 800n termina-e. Suie lias outlived ail bier eariy

'I'nisters Of State and most of those who acted as bier
i-dvisers in injddle life. But she can neyer be separated
5"ea ini tbougbt from i-be curren- tinie, in wbich. sbe shows
a" iflterest i-bat is unabated. Be i-be remainider of ber

e"efli-f1 aind inomentous rei<rn long or short, ail lier sub

evt erywbere will unite in. ilie wisb that it may Con-

tillue to be bappy and glorious.

di la' suit Of armour lias been discovered in the old Cbateati
1"Tour de Pinon, wbicb is i-bougbit to be i-be one ordered

aildanp,% of Arc by Chre .dring the siege of Orleans,
exat prsnie tlier at Bourges. 1 is said i-o correspond

B.ty i-o i-he descriptions lianded down and was nmade for a
WOMin five feet tbree incbes in bieigbit.
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P ol it i(ql I-art isa'nshi i li th (I 1ix
Service.

T E ebate on this question wvbich occupied i-le attention
Sof tbe Huse of Cornmons on l8tiî Septemnber, siîould

receive mnost serions coîisideration. i-b oughout the countr-y.
Tue report of i-le proceedings is flot calculated to raise

our respect for tiiose wbo spoke, and must- certainiy tend i-o
lessen our expectation of obtaining dlean 'and liones- gover n.
ment froni thle present Administra-ion. W'itii one notable
exception tlîat of Mir. Johin R-oss Robertson, wbose speech
deserves i-le higliest commendation -- le speakers appeau i-o
bave discussed i-le rnat-er from a pureiy partisan stanidpoin t,
anîd to hiave devoted i-le greater paît of i-le time i-o i-le tell-
ingy of liarrowing tales of the borrible ini<juities of i-le gent-le-
inen on i-le otlîer side of i-be Flouse. Even i-leMiies
weue no botter i-la- i-le res-. Ini view of i-le inmportance of
i-le priniciple ai- stake, ti-s is îîost, disappoin-ing.

Now, cons idering i-le way in wvlicli i-le Civil S'-ervice
bas been iirnagedi of lai-e years, ut is iipossiUle i-o gix e i-le
Opposition leaders any credit fou a l)urnilig desire i-o do in.
i-bis nat-eu i-be i-ling wlîicb is riglît. Their record is agains-
thbeni. But ai- i-le samne time ut iiust be adniitted i-lat in
i-le main their position is sound. For i-le puinciplem wlîicl
sbould govern dismissals for pari-isansbip, as enunciated
by i-be Goveuniiiîenit, cannot fail i-o prove detrimental i-o i-le
besi- i- erests of i-be count-ry. lui i-be pas t, as we all know,
civil servants bave been permitted, if not encouragedi, i-o
i-ake an active part in polities, and i-le fac- i-bat i-le Civil
Service bas been used i-o reward paui-y workers lias added
very muc. i-o the evil. Noi-ling need bere be said as i-o i-be
scandai. inxc'lved in suchi a state of tlîings u t is now fully
admit-ed.

The new Government bias anuounced uts intentiotn of
ini-roducin- a inosi- salutary uie--la- political neutraiiy is
the price wliicli must- be paid fou aiy position in i-le Civil Ser-
vice. Thîis regulation siîould îîîeei- witli unanirnous approval,
and ut is i-o be boped i-lai- in i-le future ut will be as rigidly en-
forced agains- i-be fî'iends of i-be Governnîen- of i-be day as
we may be sure ut will be agains- i-lîr opponents. But ut is
mosi- unfortunate i-lati- t sbould bave lîeen decided i-o inake
uts application retroactive ; notbing couid mîore surely pre-
vent i-le ai-iainiment of any g<)od results. As ut was well
put by Mr. Robertson :" Tbis reforni in i-be Civil Service
cannoe be carried oui- by i-he dismissal of on, set of offensive
partisans of one political colour, and i-le appoiniig i-o their
places of aîîctber set of offensive partisans of a differen- poli-
tical colour-." For we may be perfectlv certain i-bat under
i-be present evil sysi-eni of filling Government positions, i-be
grea- najority of i-le nîen wbo would be appoin-ed i-o i-be

posts tlîus thrown. open would be even more i-lorougîîîy
partisan i-han i-bose dismnissed.

It wii no doub- 'be said -ba- froin i-le time i-bey receive
their positions, i-be new men will cease i-o be partisans.
Possibly i-ley wiil i-liai- renlains i-o be seen; i)ut coulti not
i-be former occupants of i-be posts also cease i-o be partisans?
if i-le neui-rali-y rule can be enforced agains- i-be friends of
i-le Government, surely those wlîo bave been i-s political
opponent s can also be niade i-o respect ut. Let a definite
rule be protnulga-ed i-irouglîou- i-be service, stric-ly probibit-
îng any polii-ical aci-ivii-y on i-be par- of eînployees, and ]et
any future offender meet wii-b instant dismissal. But no
notice slîould be taken of political pari-isansbip in i-be pas-.

If a Goverumeuît employee bas broken i-be lawv, if lie

bas as4isi-ed in dis tributing b)ribes, or' bas offended agains-
i-be ordinary rules of morali-y, by aIl ineans get rid of bim.
But if be bas done no i-mure i-ban any lîonest inan wbo wag
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