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greut 8bp-keeping head quartera of the &I nation of sbop-
keepers.,, c Does it flot seem a little odd," says the saine
wrIter, Id tlit a foreign prince, in visiting the citizens,
ehould go armed cap-à-pip, from bis silver helmet to bis
golden spurs, preceded, foliowed and waited upon hy
'0ldiers ? Passîng strange it is when we corne to think

fIt.Ceturies of Il progress " and I the advancement
of civilizatj01 " do not seem to, have carried European
DafttI0flS130 very far forward, in such respects, after ail.
le 't auY wonder that many thoughtful Canadians are
dipoed to look with distrust tipon" the efforts that are
4"19 Put forth by sonie among us, to cultivate a military
RPirit arnong our citizens, and ere to implant it inl

'~5i lids in our scbools and houles

TJHF, London 'SIeclalûr of the llth inst. liad an interest-
iflng article on I"The New Position of the Kings." It

16 oteworthy that just now the personai influence of the
mnurchs stems to bc waxing rather than on the wane in

tb8uroIin William Il., of Germany, cornes at once before
telidas an instance ini which the monarcb, though
40anlYa constitutional ruier, is practically-in seerning,

t fa.t-ath ate and rather glories in proclaiming the
tc*TeEmperor of Austria, too, bias of late years

'neeaged in power, and exercises a very wîde personal
"UhoitY ini ail affairs of State. The sanie is true, te some

êtnof King Hlumbert, wbo bas contrived to make bim-
8elf the arbîter of successive Cabinets. The Queen Regent

Of-Pai, t'O exorcises great power in ber Governrnent,
%aid cari le, 'on occasion, practicaliy autocratic. To what

, e1 i any, do these instances of the increasing strength
ofn

P(trsonaî sovereîgnty contradict the prevalent notion
44ut the constantly growilg power of deniocracy ? The
* decror argues, and, to our ztbinking, witii ruch force and
nIight, that the facts referred to are quite in keeping witb

lUi 'Otin.The paradox adniits of easy explanatien on
t POgru1ids First, the' increased kingly power is not

(lYnastîc, but personal. The people want strong leaders,
anid by a series of coincidences bave, just flow, in several
ýtat0s found thern in the reigning nionarcha. Il Let

l.ý1I try to reigu for- objects bis people dislike-for
4enerij Policy or aggrandi zement, for example, or for a

policy Of oIsurntisn"-a,îd we should soon see what
~' H00 de. The Spectator regards the coinuidence of

'veral tong nioniarcbs as accidentai. But may it flot lie
that this, growing demand of the peopie for strong ruiers
9o5F fard e'Ili accordance witb a well-understood law, te pro-

th> ippiy i The modern monarch perceives that, in
rder to ule,, he inust study tbe people and win their con-

't'd admiration on personal grounds. Closeiy con-
1 te wtlitis dosire for strong rulers is the growing

oecef the people with the complicated niovernentdi
Parîîare tg the slow rpsponse of representative institu-

ont tiI0 popular wili. They tire of the endiess discns-
imis partisan struggles, and are ready to take a short

ut Ith attainn>ent of their ends. The late remarkabie
toveotnt in the Swiss Repuhlic, to tbe supericial glance,

% %tO be in the opposite direction ; more profouindly

de -ci it is founid to be due to the operation of the saine
kturd ratic temPer and tendency. The Swiss, staid and

%i rlepublicans that tbey are, feel the need of a stronger
readnie,. instrument than their representative bodies.
tto the Il referendum " could be used oriy on the

tf11Of the National Council, or of a fixed number of

ben.0ll, and ouiy in regard te, a iaw which bad already
p.0)eIrtroduced aîd passed upon in the regular way. The

tb ave now deciared, by 169,000 votes to 117,000,
t rLhr wiii, when se disposed, of their own initiative

riICI 1great reforni. Ilenceforth, under the new'decree,
rtytb ousand voters have the rigbt to submit a Bill

f tir Own directly to the mass vote. If such vote is

alhlabie, the Bill is declared a iaw of the Republic.
d nethey bave created a dictatorship of a tborougbiy

cratic kind, but quite as potential and capable of
gquite as despoticaliy as any absoiute monarch or

alictator.

1rPl'0T0 bas blackened its bitherto unsuliied bistory

"a rodel Sabbath-keeping city. The demonstration

RiQ"F' the By-law prohibiting public speaking, backed up
t d b such scenes of violence as stone-throwing and

thdesruction of sign-boards, is ne unimportant matter.

Gl~~ oicy of the By-law we waive discussion here: it
~iioot point upon which there are probabiy as many
ni F3as there are holders of opinions. But the excel-

let'ale in wbich at ail events the attemnpt te upholdtke Y -law was carried out we unhesitatingly commend.

Law wmust be enforced, and especially must it be enforced
in a democratic country where, naturally, there is no littie
restiveness under authority on the one hand, and perhaps
here and there, still more hesitancy in exerting autbority
on the other. The rioters, it is said, were drawn f rom
the iower classes, and it is no doubt said truly. At
ail events whoever- tbey may bave been, organized
force in the forrm of constabulary was quite properly
brougbt to bear against tbeim. Tbe Chief of Police did
bis best and did well witb the small numbers of men
under bis commandl. Should there be any recurrence of
Sunday's scenes no doubt hie wiil be prepared to cope
more- effactiveiy with deliberate iaw breakers. Even if it
18 necessary to resort to the flats of the sabres of a troop
of the Body Guard, the existing law, wbatever its purport,
must be sustaîned.

IN Europe the poiitical sky is for the tinie being coin
parativeiy cloudless. This could not lbave bean said

of it a few mnontbs age, wben I{ussia was reported as
massing treops on lier south-western frontier, wlien Portu-
gai was ini a bighiy infianmatory state, and France was
bickering over the British control of Egypt and the pro-
blern of the Newfoundland fisheries. Now the only specks
on the horizon ara the relation of Great Britain to the
Dreibund, anîd the curions friendship struck up between
the Gaul and the Slav ; but tiesec, for ail one knows, inay
prove as capable of as great and rapid growth as wassthat
faned cloud "las a man's baud " once meen frorn Mourît
Carmel. The pomp and circumstance witb which the
(lerman Enperor's visit to England was so obtrusively
surmounded were naturaliy subjects of anything but kindhy
comment across the Etiglisbi Channel; and the comment
nust bave hi-en ail the less kinidiy sinco the pomip cein-
pletely distracted attention frornwbat bas been referred te
as tbe coquptting of the Frencb anîd Russian fleets at Cron-
stadt-a little display intorîded, pembiapH, as a set-off agrainst
a sirnilar flirtation betweien the Engiisblit-et and the
Emiperor of Austra-Hiungary at Fiume-a iocaiity ail too
near Italy, that third nenîber of the central Enropean
political tonfraternity, wbich, with bier defensive allies, is
snob a tborn in the flesli te sensitive, ea8iiy-irritated France.
However, the Dreibund is flot yet a Vierbnnd, andi Eng-
land seems detemmined tbat the latter---opeiy, at ieast-
shahl net l)e. Quite natumaiiy she takes care te ho on the
hest of terins with the strongest and best organized conti-
nental rnilitary power; but as te entering into any formai
and deinitive offensive and defensive nnderstrinding ,vitb
it, te thiq that terrer to absolute monarchies, the Honse
of Commuons, wouid bava inuch to Ray andl would not
lieRitate te Ray it. France forgets thiq. Slie lbas a griev-
ance, and like ail individuals witb suc!i a possession sbe
sees everything in the ligbt of tbat grievance. The Bal-
kan States bappily are quiet, though what unquietness
Russiau agents miay net there be quietly fomenting ne
one knows. The young king of Servia is te visit Russia ;
but then lie is te visit Ausrria aise, so that littie sîgniti-
cance can bo attached te bis tour-. Besides he is very
young. Il ere where the werld is quiet," with thue
tbousand nmiles of ocean between us andi these feverisb
international jealousies, it is difficuit te view thein in their
truc igbt. To us the social and political problems te be
solved witbin our own beundaries seemn trernendous
enough te occupy our wbele tbougbt and ail our reseurces.
But then North Anerican peoplos at ail events do net
know wbat it is te have a ncighbour, arrned to the teeth,
on the other side of an imaginary line. The mari wbo
will cast the horoscope of thase hostile nieighibours wilh ho a
boid eue. Disarmiarnent, rosort to arbitration, a comnron
faîniiy of nations, universai peace-these things are net
yet te be in lands where the tî-ead of hoplites is daiiy
heard in the street, and~ where magazine rifles and smoke-
lesa powder are the topics of the heur.

IF Christianity were universally adepted, ahl social
evils would vanish ; thoro weuld be few very rich persons;
comparatively few would bie poor, and those wouid be
wortby of abundamit sympathy and belp, wbicb tbey wouid
receive. At a gatbering of socialists at the grave of Carl
Marx, celebrating the anniversary of bis death, oeeof the
speakers declared : "lTbe three tbings whicb the werid
needs are slidarity, energy and self-sacrifice." Self-
sacrifice is another word for disinterostodness, and this
needs Christianity ; for, as F. D. Maurice, the Englisb
rector, sociaist, and friend of Kingsley, said :"lBe very
sure of this, that ne bureau creatures will be found saying
sincerely 'Our brothers' on earth unless they have said
previousiy 'Our Father which art ini Heaven.'" Front
41 Ohristianity and Socialisrn," liy Dr. J. M. Buckley, in
Ilarper's Magazine for Jtdy.

OTTA WA LETTER.

V HEN the expected division on the Budget did net
Vcorne off last week, the newspapeî-s, as usuai,

attempted te make sorno pamty capital by insinuations of
hreach of faith. The simple fact is that like ai other
taik pariianîentary eratery is vomy contagions, and it is
almest impossible te stop a debate whicb atfords sncb a
cenvenient means of accunruluating electioneering ammunni-
tien at the couritry's expense. A now mernbership, a
large number of bye-electiens, sure te cerne off' as the
resuit of the protested seats, and the present excited state
of party.feohing, are quite enougb te accont fer the
extent te wbicb the IIans-ard bas expandeti. Frein a gai-
iery peint of view the performance seems as îneaningless
as it is dreary. Member after meniber of tht> species
known as Ilback benchers " rebashes the utterances of the
leaders on bis ewn side, at the best, perbaps, imterjecting
some miner point interestimig bis owmi censtituency. Tht>
House is haif ernpty, and beyond an occasionai bit of
applause frern bis ewn side, intended te boarten np a new
mian or te show an eider band that his friends havent
quite forgotten bum, or an ironicalIl hear, hear " freon an
oppenent who is neting some point for reply, nobody
appears te take the siigbtest interest in tbe preceedings.
The Speaker sits iin gîavity se solemn that ho migbit
alnost ho theugbt asieep; the very pages have a bored air
and cease te play siy practical jekes ou each other ini the
sheiter of the tbmone. Fer the tbousandtb tir ne heu ers
the suiggesïtion of the spectator, who knews ail about it,
that " there ouglit te bc a iaw passed limiting speeches te
twenty minutes, except ini the case of the leader on each
sidet, who mighît ho allewed an heour." The nowspapers
summarize the resuit witb Il two sticks " of laudation fer
the man on their own side anti a lino of disparagemont for
the nian on the other. Yet, if yen look a little deeper imte
things, yen wiii find a method in it ail. The gauîe is
plmryed tbreugheut just as moves at chess cerne freinithe
particular epeming adopted. There is a deinite ebjeot, a
scope fer individuality and a goed chance ef biurdidring or
mistaking the epponent's plan. It is net the Fteuse of
Coiuiions that is being talked te-net a vote wiiI lhe
changed there--net the Galery-bo who talks te the>
Gallery is of ail pariiamentary pretenders the nuost uuickly
detectt'd and rnost sincereiy despiseti ; it is the Censtitu-
ency. That botdy te wbich its moînher locehs it bis duty
te ju,4tify the vote wbicbhe is about te give " dees net
decide simply on the broad questions as set forth. and
repiied te by the Minister of Finance andt Sir Richard
Cartwright. As the rival political organizatien wili take
geod care that the messengers in the packiiîg-roouî ami>
quite as xnuch occnpied witb despatching the antidote as
they are with the speech of the honourabie member fer
Terytown or -Reforniville, ene speech begots anothior.
And thon, wben the whips of betb sides tbink that enougb
amimunitien bas been manufactured, they hegin te consuit
as te bavimig a vote. Here corne ini individual peculiari-
ties. The man wbe must ahways speak ; tho tirnid mont
ber wbo lbas at hast screwed hirnsoif up te the peint of bis
niaiden speech ; the sanguine man whe sees bis way iiew
te smash Fostor or Cartwright, as the case inay ho
the man wbe bas friends in towmi; the unexpectet man,
wbe semmetimes dees, and more often dees net> happen te
mîako a bit; the man wbo bas been kept frein speaking by
alnîost superhumnan tact on the part of bis whip, thie nian
witb a theory, and nîany more. The long dobate bas
famiiiarized, irritated, or encouraged them with talk, and
taik now tbey must. Se it gees on, until at hast the
leaders issue the fiat and a late sittimig, with a voe sonie-
tirne in the srnaii heurs, ends the first stage of the fight
that is reaily meant te ho fought ont on tbe hustings.
This finale, it is new, however, definiteiy undemstoed, is te
take place on Tuesday nii2ht. That the vote wili show
any diminution in the Governrnent's majority is net at ail
probable.

A Monday, with its questions and privato menibers'
business, is quite rofresbing after the dismal monoteny of
the Tariff. [t is likely te ho the hast of the days for privato
business exclusively, as the Govermmnt proposed hast week
te take it for themselves, and yielded oniy on Mr.
Lauricm's statement that the end of the session was net yet
within sight. Mr. Davin, wbo by the way lightened up
the tariff debato last week, bad anothor shap at bis bête noire,
Commuissioner Hercbrner, of the North-West Mounted
Police, for- alleged interferonce witb bis election, te which
charge Mm. Amnyot added one of tyranny and ijustice te,
Frenchi Canadians. There bas heen a departmnrtal
investigation imte these matters geing on for sonîe time,
but it bas net been held under oatb, and Colonel llercbmer's
desire for a formai enquiry under oath is te ho complied
with.

Mr. Kimkpatmick's motion for the bestowal of soniîe
mark of recognition upon the veterans of 1837-38 deait witb
a delicate subject, and perbaps there mîgbt bave licou an
unfertunate renewai of the old centmoversy over the
rebeilion, which, wbatevor the demerits of itàin ethods,
resuited in constitutienal gevernment for the old Province
of Canada. The discussion was tending in that direction
wben six o'clock put an end te it and te the motion for this
session. Besidos the political and race issues invoiveti, thero
is aise a constitutienal question whetber sncb recognition
doos net devoive upon the Provinces, net the Dominion.
Se, oxcept perbaps frem the narrow point of view cf
Ontario local politics, encb an ending was hucky.

Mr. Charhton's Sunday Observance -Bill carne hack frore
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