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an uncommon das-kness was perceived hiere, tisougîs at the sanise tiîne tise
*atmospbereover this city appeared of a iery, luininous, yeiIow colour; tiiis
was followed by squalis of wind and rain, witls severe thuîsder and lighit
ning, wbicis continued most of tise nigblt, a tising nincomtston hete at this
season, it having froze considerabiy the niglst Lef'ore.

"On Saturday, the l5tlb, about fifteen minutes af Ler tlsree iii tise after-

10oOn, it isecanse darker titan it lsad been tise Sunday Lefore, ansd the sky
of sssucb the sanie colour :it was succeeded by a iseavy sisower aîsd very
Severe thunder and ligbtning.

"Sunday niornissg, the I 6tb, was quite calmi and foggy until about ten
o'clock, when there arose soute wind frons the eastward wbich partly
expelled the fog. lu about haif an liour after it becasite so dark thsat
orduîiary print couid uot be read witii doors. Titis wvas followed by a

8quail of wiîîd and rain wben it Lrigbteised up again. Froin fiye tihi about
til msinutes after tweive tie darkness was se great tbat the itittisters in
the Engiish and Presbytes-ian churches were obiiged to stop tili tîtey got
candiles. Frout two o'clock tili about ten mîinsutes after it was as clark as
at.mtidniglit whsen tisere is no mnsligltt. Frin forty-tiiree till about fifty
Mtinutes after titreit oclock it was total (laikness, an(i froîts tbirty-tive tili
forty-five minutes after four it was very jerk. The people la this city
dinied by candie light, and spent a part of the afternoon ini lighting up and

extinguisi lag theut. Each period of darkness xvas followed by gusts of
wind and ramn, with some severe ciaps of tîsunder, and tise atmospbere
iooked as before describeti. It was remarked thiat on tise days before iîtenl-
tioned there appeared te Le two adverse curresîts of air, the upperilost

iflspeiling a luminous strata of ciouds towards tise north.east, and tise
lower driviug witb great rapidity broken, inisty clouds towards tise soutîs-
West, and that the rain water wisicb feul oit Suniday duriîsg tisese gusts wvas
aiost Lack. As these wonderfui pliessomena have l)eea tise su1îject of
luch conversation, and given rîse to vas-tous conjectures, wve flattes our-

selves sosne of the cnrious, skilied it ineteorological observatioîts, wil
furnisîs us'with their opinions tliereupoîs for our ssemxt."

Tise saisie phenomena were observed la Montreal on Susiday, tise Ifitis,
aud are described lu the Quebc Gazette of the 27th, wbicis also gives tise
following opinion of a Montreal observer-ie only attempt at aiu explana-
tien wisicb appeared la the Gazette :

"Doctor Serre, who resides la tisis cîty, says tisat hav'iig peroeived
the rein water that fell during the showers te Le of a black cubeur bie sîsseit

't, and finding it had a sulphurous suiell lie placed iflic tiseîsddle of bis
y'ard a musli handkerchief la the fons of a fusinel, at tihe bettoin of
Whlcb bit found a black sediment. Haviiîsg rubbed it botweeis bis
fitgers lie found that its suteil was ewing to no other cause Lut the
Buiphur wbich composed its substance. Hence, bie is of opinsion that the
01nlY cause of thîs phenomena was the inflammation of soute neiglibourîng
Mines, whose thick smoke being condenscd in tise air, was driven by the
Wind ever titis region."

READINGS FROM CURRENT LITERA TUBE.

"TISE LEISURE ISOURS 0F GREAT SNIEN"

MRs. GLADSTONE, as ail the world knows, is nover more happy than
Wbenà cutting down trees. But tii lsewer of wood is also an entlsusiastic
backgammon player, and lu the long winter evenissgs at Ilawarden lias bad

JlOdesperate tussies witb Mrs. G . The ex-Presîtier is also devoted to
tedraina, and few are tise uew plays lie clees not go to sec, acconspassied

by bisfidtts Aclsates, Si- Charles Forster. Lord Salisbury xvas a great ath-
lets in the days of bis youth, when Leoterd Iisîssîscîf could bardly bave
beaten hlm on tbe flying trapeze. Now tîsat tise joinsts hsave got less snp-

pie, the noble marquis devotes luis spare timie prinuipally to isis turning-
lathe, and few amoug the presents to fier Majesty are more valised than the
set of chegsuan turued ont by tise bead of the Ceeuls. Sir WVilliam Ilar-
coUrt's great deligbt is in lawn tennis, at whicls gain e be is a proticient. Mr.

Joeepb Chamberlain is great as an amateur acter, and invariably chooses tise
P"'tF3 made fanions by Charles Mathews. His Young IlWildia.q il "Tie Liar"
asid Plusnper il "Cool as n Cucuinber " are truly inasterly performsances.
Whe' not eugaged witIs lus orcbids, of whichi be bas a fine collectiosn,

h.Je " s geueraliy studying a part. Mr. W. H1. Sinitb devotes a lot of
hF essure time to fastcy wool-work, being quite an adept witis tise ueile.

B' carcely ever reads anewspaper, except the 8po-ting Timnces, wisicls is
brongbt to bis bedside reguiarly eves-y Saturday nsorning. Lord Randoipb

louciiis pre-eminently doînestic lu bis habits. For ,two bours at least

4d breakfast lie wiil read the Queen or tise Lady's Picloe-ial aioud to
~yR., as she sits at work ; and lie is bier pretty constant attendanst out

nhopping, whist it is avowed that it does not even kssow tise-ssseaîting of
Il.t11 lecture. Mr. Johin Bright is devoted te fishing and billiards, Mr.

rdaugb, curieusly enough, being an adept et Lotis amsusemuenits. Mr.

titat Lee when not engaged ln nsaking îtsoney, or cliaffin, tise powers
?OP&lie likes nothing better than teeoubslakcibsLatfulant
Ise" Villa, and tbrow stones inte tbe siivery Tîsaines. Mr. Joisn Morley

great ceilector of natural bistory subjeets, and is neyer se happy as

pie 1 runiun at full speed, net lu baud, te capture a.n Adinirai or a Pur-
PiernpÈs.r. The Irish members-if any of tisese eau Le called Ilgreat

lIit55.Itee for tbe most part engaged lis drinkiisg aîsd wranglîng witb one
aSother- Tisey toil net, neither do tbey spin. Nobody ever saw asn Irishs
MEm1ber, with the exception of Mr. Parnell (wlso once kept a pack of bouîsds

%d wr
trlled a circular saw witis much vigeur), estgaged in auy sport or lias

eh ' SIneof the great legal luminaries have strange fancies, The Lord
Q.41ceeh1or adores quadrille parties, and is as gracef ul a dancer as eveis Mr.

c"Suitith biniseif, who for se many nigbts caricatured that functionary.
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Sir Charles Russell is neyer so happy as wlion, snufl-box in bsand, hie is
issterviewing sonie o wner, trainpr, or jockey in a race paddock ;and Sir

HLenry Hawvkints wouid ratier hypotisecate his blaek cap titan miiss a New-

market mûeetingc. Tise Attorney-Gessceral is an enthusiastic quoit player

anti yet another nsighty man of law, whio shall Le namneless for lie foliows

bis bent ia secret-neyer ,iïtýîws -a slaugbitcr of rats, a cock-fighit, or a Il big,

scrap "-otierwiie glove fight -being insiseif no incahs perforiner with the

ni ittens.' -80cîety.

THE1 ART OF DINNE1R GiXING.

DINNEIL-GIVING has now corne to Le an art of a very different kind froin

what it wa8 in the day s whies the boar's liead, xvitb the lemion in his

nouth andi gariisihed with sweet hierbs as mueet flowers for bis bionourable

esitoushinent, fornied part of the pageant of servissg-tile Il peacock in bis

prie " inaktitg tlic other part. Then Ilit was moerry in the hall when
bearils wagged ail," and tbe server sang more loudly than thse trumipets
blcsv

Caljut aleti deen
IRcddeils laudeq l)oii je.

leýse buge joints were the pi-oper focid for the coarse if powerfui phy-
sique ami i)ra\vny thiews and sinews of the feeders. Now, the Joint must

be out of sigbit altogether, and dairsty littie fragments must be laid deli-

cately on tie porcelain plate wbere neither gravy mnust be excessive nor

colour too pronoulswed. \Ve haîve got beyond even thise ilder prof usion of

our sînîniediate progenitors, to whitn the four silver side-dlishies, with their
hot water plates to keep ail stewing, were crucial tests of skill, and the
remioves, of parantounit importance as evidences of taste and bospitable gene-

rosity. Now our inost rêcherché' dinniers are those where the dishes are

coiuparatively few assd tise perfection of cookery miost talsolute. Prof u-

sion is Larbarisin. " -Landsomie joints " and lingle arrays of hish or fowl
wvould condensai the Igiver of a feast just as wuch as a badly-cut skirt would
condein tise wearer iii the eyes of a fasîsionable miilliner :and the exag-
geration which 11us1t e-ds-, is houIl We Le more than lsuman-oes
no)v inrto the perfection of fiavour and arrangement. IJaif a toue too bigh
or low in sauce or sait is an oilbnce equal to boasting or cowardice-a loud
v<)ice or a cringing inanrier ;but wliere the sasieis a success and thefilet
without blamne, theru inay tihe dinnier-giver rest la peace-provided always
thiat the clear soup is not mnuddy an(I that tihe ices are not insipid. But in
any case the Lest dinners are those wviich are given withiu. tlie sseans of
the domestic staff, wliere the refinernent is natural and the lsospitality sin-
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NARRATIVE AND) Caî'rlcAL HISToRY 0F AMERICA. Editeil bv Justin
Winsor, Librarian of Harvard University. Vols. 11., Ii.and IV.
Boston :Hougiston, Miffiin, and Company; Toronto -Geo. Virtue.

In thsese volumes studessts of Anserican and Canadian hiistory wili find

amnass of interestin, sisatter of the highest value in throwing ligbt upon

the dîscovery of this continent, in illuînisiating tie pathway of exploration,

assd ln enabling one to realise the fateful story of French, Spanish, Portu-

g"uese, D uteh, and Englisis settiernent iii varlous sections of tise New Worid,

durîng the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Different portions of the

work have Leen assigned to writers whose special knowledge bas enabled

tisetn to treat their respective sub.jeets exhaustively ; while tise editor,

Lesides bis own extensive and scholariy contributions, lias suppiied much

additîonal illustrative matter, ia the wvay of maps, plans, cisarts, portraits,
andI Libliography-certainly not tise least valuable feature lu the volumes;

Lefore us. Tie editor's research in this departutent of the work, and bis;

intelligent and painstaking indutstry, in uncartbing fron French, Colonial,
and other sources, the mass of usatter, and the illustrative cartograpby,

which enrici the work and enable tise reader to follow ciearly the lines of

discovery. are weii-nigb beyond pi-aise. Tise first v'olume~ lias not yet

appeared. The second deals primariiy with eariy Spanish and Portuguese

discovery, and tells anew tise story of Columsbus, Ainerigo Vespucci,
Magellans, and the other sixteenth century explorers of tise New World.

Later on it recousîts the advesstîres of Las Casas, Cortez, assd Pizarro, with

wvlat tise writers have been able to glean of tie exploration of New Mexico,

of tise Amnazon, and of tise coast and the viciîsitv of tIhe Gulf.

Volume three openîs witiî ass account of tise voyages of tise two Cabots,

of Hlawkins, Drake, and tie explorers of tie nortlsern waters of the

coîtinest-Martin Frobisher, Joha Davis, W'm. Ballin, and Hlenry llud-

son. Tihis volume also deals witls tbe records of settlemenît on tise Atlantic

coast, froru the Pilgrim coiony in New England to tîsat of Raleigh lu

Virginia, with the intervening settieernts of Peansylvania aud New

Amusterdamn. The fouî-tb volunme, wlsicIî to Canadians wiil Le found the

most interesting, takes up the explorations of Cortoreai, Verrazano, and

Jacques Cartier- and bis successors, prefaced Ly an able and most instruc-

tive paper on the Pbysiograpby of Nortis Auisorica, froîin tise peu of Prof.

Natianiel Sisaler, of Har vard. In illustration of titis section of the volume,
the editor supplies beautifuily engraved reproductions of tise eariy carto-

graphy of the eastera and north-eastern coasts of tise continent, besides,
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