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The “ Canadian Celebrity ” next week will be Sir Hugh Allan.

THE TIMES.

There is some talk going the rounds of the Liberal party of
asking Mr. Blake to direct its course in the coming session of Parlia-
ment. If the Liberals intend to offer anything like a respectable
opposition front, unquestionably, they. must reorganize under new
leaders. The overthrow they suffered at the late clections was due to
their demonstrated incapacity for the work of governing as much as to
the stubbornness with which they held to the Free-trade policy.  Mr.
Mackenzie was honest, but not strong enough to carry out his own
principles.  When he tried to play the part of the mere politician he
was about as graceful as Barnum’s clephant in the circus.  His oppo-
nent, Sir John, on the other hand, could lead a Highland-fling in
politics with the case of a master of the fine art; and the difference
was plainly perceptible.  And then, everybody knew that all the
ungainly dancing of Mr. Mackenzic was to the bag-~piping of Mr..
Brown ; and they had got tired of that.

But is Mr. Blake the man to take the party in hand, organize it
prepare a programme, and inspire it with a courageous hope ? Most
of those who have watched Mr. Blake's carcer will answer in the
negative. He is possessed of few of those qualities which go to make
up a good party leader, and he has many qualitics which would unfit any
man for that position. He is able—he is a man of considerable educa-
tion—he is a first-rate speaker, but—he has a conscience,—a thing
which is always getting in the way of a party leader at most inconve-
nient times—he is fully aware of his own ability, and scornful of the
general ruck of politicians,  Te is the very antithesis of a tactician, and
bends when needs must with such ill-grace that all who sce him can tell
the humour he is in.  The Liberals will have to look somewhere else
for a new leader, if they want to sccure a reasonable prospect of
SUCCESS,

I believe Sir John A, Macdonald is too wise a politician and too
patriotic a statesman to yield to the clamorous demands of some of the
Qucbec Conservatives and advise the dismissal of M. Letellier from the
Licut.-Governorship of the Province. It would be constitutional enough,
doubtless, as the Gazette argues, but then Sir John might cxercive his
powers over a wide range in a strictly constitutional manner and yet
create only confusion by his action. It is within the bounds of possi-
bility that Sir John should advise the Governor-General to dismiss
every Liberal Licut-Governor in the Dominion, and, having done that,
procure the dismissal of cvery official professing the Liberal creed
but would the country stand that for long? It is improbable—to say
the least of it.  But Sir John can have neither wish nor will to do
that.

And I think that those who imagine M. Joly is going to appeal
to the electors to decide for him his position in the Provincial Parlia-
ment will find themselves mistaken,  True, he can only depend upon
a majority of one, but he has been a successful Premier—he has
maintained his personal integrity—he has allowed no railway rings,
but has built the railways in a fair and business-like manner—and,
instead of going to the clectors, he will stand up in the House, T think,
and say @ Gentlemen, upon this work I want your vote—confidence or
no confidence > There are a good many members in the House who.
do not care to face another election just yet,

It is matter for regret, but not for surprise, that Mr. Tilley's
attempt to place his loan on the London market is comparatively a
failurc—not much more than half of it having been tendered for at
such rates as could be accepted. The Globe has decided, of course,
that this is the result of Mr. Tilley's bad management, although it
confesses that all the facts are not known. Bat then the Globe rarely
waits for such commonplace things as “facts” to found a judgment
upon. Mr. Cartwright when ncgotiating a loan took the advice of
«wthe most skilled experts” and advertised it at a fixed price, only
leaving it for tenderers to say what amount they were willing to take.
Mr. Cartwright fixed his price—so he afterward explained—by looking
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