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MUCH interest is felt in the competition for a new City Hall
for the City of New York. The competition closed on the first
of September. The nomber ofdesigns submitted was 137, the
competitors representmig the United States, England, and wce
understand, Canada aiso. The proposed cost of- the buildings
is $7,oOoooo It is estimated that the architect's commissions
will amount ta about $8oo,ooo. Much regret is expressed that
owing ta ill heahîh Mr. Richard M: Hunt is unable to serve on
the architectural committee selected Io aid the building commis-
sioners in deciding the competition.

AT the annual meeting of the Canadian Society of Civil Engi-
neers, ta be held in January, action will be taken on the report
of the Committee on Professional Status. The report recom-
mends that land surveyors should be prevented from practising
as civil engineers, unless they belong to the Canadiîm Society of
Civil Engineers ; that an appeal should be made in each pro-
vince to have members of the Canadian Society of Civil Engi-
neers recognized as professional men, with right ta collect fees ;
that no praclitioner shsall be entitled ta designate himself as a
civil engineer unless he belongs ta the Canadian Society of
Civil Engineers.

As a means of maling the meetings more instructive and
entertaining the Chairman of the IBuilders' and Contractors'
Association of Victoria, N. S. W., recently invited the reading
of papers by the metbers of that body. Who should know, he
said, more about the structural portion of edifices than the men
who buili them, and who were better fitted ta expound the laws and
regulations affecting them? Even if the papers were merely re-
miniscent, they would provide better subjects for discussion than
the payment of fees and various irrelsvant topics. The attention
oftheofficers ofthe Toronto Builders' Exchange was recently
called in these columns ta this subject. Papers and discussions
on topics connected with building would tend ta enliven the
meetings of the Exchange throughout the winter; the interchange
of experiences and opinions would be mutually helpful, and in
giving expression ta their views the members would derive in-
tellectual advantage. We hope an attempt will be made ta
put the suggestion into practice.

THI; manufacturers of Canadian cement are complaining of
the action of the Dominion Government in using imported ce.
ment in the construction of the Soulanges canal This is the
first instance sa far as we are aware in which imported cement
bas been used in Canadian public works of this character. In
the construction of the Welland and Sault Ste. Marie canals
Canadian cement was employed, and the durability of the ma.
terial in the case of the Welland canal at least has been amply
demonstrated. No reason bas been given by the Government
for the use of imported cement in the Soulanges canal except
that they fet bound ta act on the advice of their engineer. It
is due, we think, to the mtnufacturers of Canadian cement that
they should know the easons which prompted the engineer ta
advise the Goverment ta purchase foreign-mateial, more es.
pecially in view ofthe fact that the native material has under-
gone suc satisfactory tests, and that the cement manufacttiring
industry in Canada affords employment tona considerable num-
ber of persans. In addition to this, the purchasting abroad
of what can be obtained at home, is contrary ta the policy
of encouraging native industries which bas been a prominent
feature of the Governtnent's platform.
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