FARY, SUFFERED MARTYR-
JOUS CURES OF PILGRIMS
~PETITIONAOMITHE JESUITS FOR THE
BEATIFICATION" ‘5'% THE MARTYRS AND
“THE MOHAWK LILY.”

— ——

Although the United States has been
blessed with many men and women
whose lives were virtuous and heroic,
none of them have yet been honored by
s place in the Calendar of Saints of the
Roman Catholic Church. In the twenty-
seventh private session of the third plen-
ary council of Baltimore the committee
on new business reported th: petition of
the fathers of the Society of Jesus to the
Holy See for the introduction of the
cause of the beatification of Isaac Jogues,
Rene Goupil and Catherine Tegakwitha,
The fathers of the council by unanimous
consent subscribed to the postulate,
Many members of the Canadian hier-

_archy and twenty Indian nations have
sent a like petition. There is a reason-
able ground to believe that the petitions
will be granted. .

Father Jogues and Repe Gompil were
martyred in Auriesville, N.Y., where
Catherine Tegakwitha, *“the Lily of the
‘Mohawks,” was born. The site of the
raartyrdom, known as the Mission of the
Martyrs, came into the possession of the
Society of Jesus in 1884, and a sbrine
has been erected on it in honor of Oar
Lady of Martyrs. Pilgrimages have been
made to this shrine every year since 1885
during the monthe of July and August,
with the objeot of making known the
virtues and heroism of the men who toil-
ed, saffered and died there.

The number of pilgrime has increased
each successive season, and thousands of
pious lips have repeated the prayer usu-
ally made for the beatification of God's
chosen servants:

““(Q God, who didst inflame the hearts
of Thy servants with an admirable zeal
for the saalvation of eouls, grant, we
beseech Thee, that the favors we obtain
:%tl:rough their intercession may make

manifest before men the power they
osgess in heaven for the greater glory
of Thy name. Amen.”

'The Jesuit fathers say that abundant
proof has been offered to the power of
the martyrs’ intercession, as they have
obtained for many of the faithiul ones
the spiritual and temporal favors they
most needed. In fact, Aurieaville is be
coming an American Lourdes, and

MANY MIRACULOUS CURES

are reported. The Herald a few days
ago told the story of Policeman Michael
Griffin, who after making a pilsrimage
was cured of & running sore that had
troubled him for more than a score of
years. He had heard of others whose
bodily afilictions had been hesled, and
he determined to try the efficacy of a
piece of rock under which Rene Goupil's
bones are supposed to rest. He pow-
dered a fragment 1n 8t. Ignatius water
and applied it to the sore, which dis-
appeared. Hislandlady,Mrs. Macdonald,
found immediate relief from rheumatio
pains in the same manner, .

The publication in the Herald directed
public attention to the shrine of Qar
Lady of Martyrs,.about which compara-
tively little hag been said in the secular
press, A Catholic poet said of the
ahrine :

Here bloomed the Lily of her race;
Sweet Catharine, and pure and fair

Before us shines thie youthfrl face

..Of saintly Rene, All the air

Is filled with fragrance, and thy shrine,
Reglna Martyrnm, that gleams

With light and beauty all divine,
A gleam of heagen to us seems,

The records of jz? Jesuits go back to
the time when th¢™ League of the Five
Nations of the “Iroquois Indians—the
Mohawks, the Qneidas, the Onondagas,
the Cayugas andi;the Senascas—held un-
disputed sway over the country between
the Mohawk and the Genessee. On Ang.
14, 1642, Father Isaac Jogues, Rene
Goupil and William Couture, with sev-
eral Christian Huarons, were brought to
Ossernenon (Auriesville), baving been
taken cantive while carrying supplies
from Quebec to the Huron mission. The
savages, young and old of both sexes,
were waiting along the bank and up the
hill, ranged in two lines, and armed with

sticks or.the iron ramrods bf their mus
kets. The prisoners passed in single file
between them )

UNDER A SHOWER OF BLOWS,.

-

| Pather Jogues remembered that it was

the eve nf the feast of the Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

“T had thought all along,” he says,
“ that the day of this great joy in heaven
would be for us a day of sorrow, and I
gave thanks because of it to my Saviour
Jesus, since the joys of heaven are
bought only by sharing in bis saffer-
ings.” . ;

Rene fell beneath the heavy blows,
and it was necessary to carry him to the
platform in the village, where the public
torture was to be inflicted. He was so
bruised and covered with blood that
Father Jogues declares that there was no
white spot left on him except the white
of the eyes. :
On the platform an old Indian sorcerer
obliged a captive Christian to cut off
Father Jogues’ left thumb. The prison-
ers, after & day of bitter torments, passed
the night, tied hand and foot, on the
gronnd. Then children were turned
loose to make their apprenticeship in
oruelty.
They were dragged from village lo
village for seven days, finding new suf
ferings everywhere. In Tionnoutogue
they met four new Huron prisoners,
whom Father Jogues found means to in-

to death. Rene’s habit of constan!
prayer, and especially his teachirg the
ohildren the sign of the cross, whicn the
Indians had learned to hate, had caused
some among them to seek the oppor-
tunity of killing him.

He had gone on Sept. 29, the feast of
St. Michael Archangel, with Father
Jogues to a wooded hill near the village
that they might pray in peace. Two
young raen came and oxrdered them o re-
turn to their cabin,

“[ bad some presentiment,” Father
Jogues relates,  of what wasto happen,
and I eaid to Goupil: * My dear brother,
let us commend ourselves to our Lord
and to our gond mother, the moat holy
Virgin. I believe these men have some
evil intention.’”

They turped their steps toward the
village, reciting the rosary as they went.
They had finished the fourth decade
when they came to the gate, the two
savages following them. Oae of these

SUDDENLY DREW A TOMAHAWK

from beneath his garments, and struck
Rene s viclent blow on the head. He
fell half dead with his face to theground,
uttering the name of Jeaus. Father
Jogues, who on his knees awaited a like
fatal blow, was told to rise, that he
should not then be killed. He gave the
Iast abeolution to the still breathing
Rene, and with tears pressed him to his
heart. The savages tore him away, and
two more blows of the tomahawk made
sure their ghastly work., Father Jognes
afterwards wrote in solemn words :

“ It was Sept. 20, 1642, that this angel
in innocence and this martyr of Jesus
Christ was immolated, at 35 years of age,
to Him who had given His own life for
his redemption. He had consecratedhis
soul and his hesrt to God, his hand and
his existence to the services of the poor
savages,”

The missionary was allowed two days
Iater to lock for the body and found it at
the foot of the bill on which the village
was built, where, in a ravine, a rivulet
joins a water course on its way to the
river, It was slready mangled by the
dogs, and to save it until such time as
he might return with & apade and give it
burial he placed it in the deepts! part of
toe stream, weighted down by stounes.
Two days again passed, and when he was
at last able to return to the spot he found
nothing, and the savages only answered
him with lying stories. The body had
in reality been hidden in a wood hard
by, as Father Jogues learned in the en-
suing spring. - '

““ After the melting of the snows,” he
says, “ I betaok myself to the place point-
ed out to me and gathered together & fow
balf gnawed bones, which had been left
hy the-dogs, the wolves and the crows,
eapecially & -head cleft in many places.
I kizgsed with respect these holy relies,
and I hid them in the earth, in order
that some day, if such is God’s will, I
may enrich with them some holy and
Christian soil. He c

DESERVES THE NAME OF MARTYR,

‘not only because he was killed by the
enemies of God and of His church and
in the exercise of an ardent oharity

struct and baptize before they were put{ God

toward his neighbor, but particnlarly
because he was killed on socount of
prayer and expressly for the holy cross.

Rene Goupil entered the novitiate of
the Society of Jeans efter having been
educated as a physician. - Ill health com-
pelled him to leave the society, but later
on he became & donne to the fathers of
the Canadian mission—that ig, one who
gave his services gratunitously to the
miesionaries.

During the winter months of 1648
Father Jogues learned the language of
the Mohawks and tried to instract them,
not only satisfying their curiosity abont
natural things, but especially in regard
to the faith of Christ, His zeal was not
without fruit, for, during the thirleen
months of his captivity, he conferrsd
baptism on more than seventy persons.

While he was visiting the cabins to
baptize the dying children and nstruct
the well disposed among the sick he
met & young man in the last stage of &
painful disease. He addressed the father
by his Indian name, and asked him if he
did not remember one who, the year be-
fore at Tionnontoguen, when the suffer-
ing from the cords with which he had
been tied had become unendurable, came
forward in the midst of the general
derision and cut the bonds. The mis-
sionary exclaimed :

‘ Often have I prayed for thee to the
Master of Life.”

And he went on tospeak to him about

The sick man could only say, “ What
must I then do in order to plesse the
Master of Life ?”

Father Jogues told him to believe and
to be baptised. Oadesonk died a Chris-
tian. '

The missionary went to France for a
short time, but retarned in 1644, and
two vears afterward established the

MISSION OF THE MARTYRS.

Heo was taken by the Mohawks, and
once more he crossed the river and went
up the hill as a captive, beaten with
oruel blows.

* Wonder not,” they said; * you shall
die tomorrow; but take courage, we
will not burn you. We will strike you
with the tomahawk and put your head
on the stockade, so that when we take
your brothers they may still see you.”

One of the Indians, seizing hold of the
father, sliced off pieces of flash from his
arms and shonlders and devoured it, say-
ing: *“Let us see if this white flesh is
the flesh of an QOkton” (ove of their
gpirits).

A great council met at Tionnontoguen,
geveral miles away, the next day., In
the evening Father Jogues, still in the
first village, was invited to sup in the
cabin of the Chief of the Bear. Aghe
entered the door a tomahawk was buried
in his head, which was at once out off
and put upon the stuckade, the face
turned in the direction from which he
had come,

The thirty-eight years following the
death of Father Jogues were eventful in
the extreme for the Mission of the
Martyrs. Many priests visited the mis-
sion, and many Chriatians were tortured
and slain, Father Poncet, who exercised
tbe miniatry of a Catholic prieat for the
firat time at Albany, was captured and
tortured there, but afterwards returned
to Canada., The year 1656 was signalized
by the birth of Kateri Tekakwitha in St.
Peter’s, now Foada, five miles west of
Auriesville, but she was not baptized till
Easter Sunday of the year 1676, by Father
De Lamberville. This fair flower of the
West, the “Lily of the Mobawks,”
bloomed fere in the valley of the Mo-
hawk. It was through one of the mur-
derers of Father Brebeuf that she after-
wards escaped to Canghnawaga, near
Montrea!, where her remains are kept to
this day as a precious treasure by her
own Indian people. A the beginning of
the year 1684 the missions among the
Mobawks were abandoned on acoount of
the French and English war, and thus

| closed the old Mission of the Martyrs,

The attempt to reopen the mission
was made two centuries later. Nearly
the whole site of the old village, com-
prising ten aores, has been purchased.
A small octagonal oratory, large encugh
for an altar and for a priest and his
uelz]'ver, stands on the brow of the hill—
where

THE INDIAN TORTURE PLATFORM

onoe was—the gilt cross that surmounts
it may be seen ffom far down the valley.
A glags plate in the front door enables
visitors to pray before the altar during
the seasons when the oratory ia closed.

LOv'er: the altar is a beautiful statue of the

R i -
Virgin in plaster, that hss just repl
a Pieta, This statue will e
brgnzeil _ 8oon be cast jy
Bouth of the oratory is s great crue;
with a heroio sized figure gf Cbrisl:cﬁfd'
statues of the Virgin and 8t, John at the
foot. This is called the *Oalvary,”
Around this in Giroular form is the
way of the oross, with each station mark.
ed by a large wooden cross, Westward
at the'tap of the hill of prayer, woode:
steps lead up the biuff into the groundg
at the entrance of the Indian villag
where Rene Goupil was struck down with -
a tomahawk. Here is erected a memoris|
oross, recalling the early missions,
There were more than 5000 pilgrims at
the shrine last August, and it is hoped
that the number will be far greater this
year. Many improvements are contem-
plated, including an oper chapel, large
enoagh to accommodate 1500 persons,
A Jesuit father will aay Mass every
morning in August, and at intervals dyr.
ing the month pilgrimages will:coms
from various places in the neighbarhood
of the shrine. On August 15, the A,.
sumption of the Virgin, and the aun;.
versary of the first public torture of
Father Jogues and Rene Goupil, the
chief pilgrimage will be held.—7%e R,.
public,

THE S8CHOOL QUESTION.

La Semaine Religieuse of Quebec,organ
of His Eminenoce CardinalQTascheregau,
speaking of the Manitoba school ques.
tion, eays: “The question has once
more returned to the political domain,
where it should have remained. Bs thet
agit may, no Government can now step
backward, and it must force the Mani.
toba Government to repair an injustice
which bas already lasted too long. This
task naturally falls upon the present
Government ; and we hope it will do its
duty even though it should succumb. It
will at least have fallen gloriously. Ifit
retreats it goes to almost ocertain defest,
More than this, if the Catholics under
stand their duties properly no Govern-
ment, Oonservative or Liberal, can remain
in power at Oitawa, as long as the ques-
tion has not been settled upon the lines
of equity and justice. Regarding the
ordinance of the Counecil of the North-
West adopted in 1892, and which abol-
ishes separate schools, the Ottawa (i)
ernment moay disallow it at any tims, or
at least amend it.”

——————®
LITTLE LOCALS,

The Emerald Court, C.0.F., No. 378,
hed their annual drive and social to
le.trvey’s, Lachine, on Friday evening
a! L]

8t. Mary's Court, No. 164, C.0.F., will
have a grand smoking concert at the
Gaiety Hall, Panet street, Monday even-
ing, the 25:h inst.

Lieut.-Governor Chapleau is to visit
8t. Mary’s College on Saturday, the 23rd
inst. The students are rehearsing “Ls
fille de Roland,” for the occasion,

Louis Institute last Wednesday, on the
occasion of the fortieth anniversary of
the birthdsy of the Chaplain, Rev. Can-
dide Therien. There was a religious ser-
vice, & seance and dinner.

The annual dinner of St.Joseph’s or-
phanage was held in St, Joseph's hall,
last Wednesday evening, and was a great
sucoesa. There were about a thousand
persons present. His Honor Judge Lo-
ranger presided and delivered an appro
priate address. He was presented with
an address and Madame Loranger with a
lovely bouquet of flowers by the orphans,
who sang some songs very sweetly.
Among those present were Drs. Hackett
and Rodier, Rev. J. A. Donnelly, Ald.
P.Kennedy ; Messrs, Thos. Gauthier, N.A.
Lariviere, Wm, Brice, F. B. McNamee,
Israel Olement, O. Faucher ; Mesdames
Trihey, Clement, MoNamee and Lysll;
Misses Trihey, Donovan, Casey, and
many others.

S 1L.OTR!

Best Hiawatha Flour,
"~ $3.95 a Barrel.
Best Creamery Butter......23¢ per Ib.
(hoice DAIry Buttorus....200 per Ib.
OPEN EVENINGS.

There was a gala fote at Mount St '

J. L. GREVIER, 809 8t. Jamos Strast



