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(Reprinted from Duffy’s H:'b'er‘hlimi.' Magazine.)

furbidden to.enter the sick ward; for-fear of ir--
ritnting 'the prisoner, was charged to:.keep:
strict guard ‘outdide the door; lest ady one:
not officially employed should hold communi-'
cation with him. - Next morning thé{»li'nib;
was taken off, the patient bearing the opéras:

Depper and the magistrate weré present,. he-
volunteered no communication, nejther, . as

better than he could have anticipated, and
that there was no immediate danger, did they
prees him to makeany, - .

CHAPTER XXVY.—CoOXTISUED.

«For fear of mistake, there's no harm in let-
ting him have a ball through the heart,” said
Pincher, and he proceeded to lond his pistol,
as both walked towards the cabin. The man
who held the horses had taken the reins from
over their heads, so ns to enable him to enter
sufficiently far to see the murdered sailor,
when the person who accompanied Fcnnant,
Rory and Pepper, cried, *Follow me and do
as I do,—quickly gaining the road, he com-
menced talking loudiy, and ran straight for-
ward—meeting: Pincher, who alarmed by the

-noise of-voices, had returned from the walls,
and demanded, ¢ Who's there ?”

# Friends,” replied the stranger, “ and hear-
ing shots, we made for the place, thinking
some mischief might be adoing.”

¢ And so there was. I'm a Justice of the
Peace (Mr. Pincher Martin of Dunseverick),
-and I socompanied this gentleman, the jailor
of——town, to arrest an escaped convict, the
fellow made resistence, and we were obliged

“to shcot him. Ifyou stay here, my boys, and
watch the body until I send & cart for it, you
shall be well paid for your trouble.” On their
consenting to do so, Pincher and his compa-
nion mounted theiv Lorses and galloped off,
both greatly cmbarrassed by the untimely ap-
pearance of those who had interrupted their
proceedings. No preparations were made for
the removal of the body, Pincher having cal-
culated on doing the deed, in a spot soseclud-
ed, without its being suspected that he had
any share in its perpetration. Peanant's party
were equally disappointed at the resnlt, for
their object was to secure Johnson alive, and
to capture him, if possible, when actually in
PTincher's company. «It's very unfor-
tunate, this” said Pepper, as the party
cntered the walls. #1 wouldn't the fel-
low was dead for any moncy—Pincher got
the start of us, or he certainly shouldn't have
killed him.” Pennant, who was well accus-
tomed to se¢ the dead and wounded, immedi-
ately set about examining the body—Dblood
was streaming from the forehead, but on in-
serting tle little finger into the orifice where
tho Lall had entered, he found that it had not
penetrated the skull, which was safe and un-
fractured ; he passed his band over the breast
and belly withiout discovering any injuries,
and he perceived that pulsntion of the heart
still continued, althongh the man lay motion-
less, and to all appearancesdead. Blood was
oozing from theleft thigh, and when he press-
ed the spot he .nlmost fancied that the sailor
winced. Pepper, who anticipated returning
with a prisoner, had, with professionnl fore-
sight, ordercd n hack coach, in charge of his
son 1o be in waiting about a mile distant,
and Mahon' was set to fetch it. While the
rest of - the party - were talking on the rosd
over what had ocoured and arranging their
future proceedings, they heard o stir within
Jthe cabin, and on entering to ascertain the
cauge, they found it empty; passing through
the back door, tho only exit for csca\pc, they
g1w Johneon fecbly tralling himself along the
ground, and nlrendy exhausted by his exer-
tions.

‘o’ Avast there,” he cried, “don't touch me;
X strike, but if my thigh hodn't been broken
by that treacherous villain you'd have a long
chase, if you'd have ever been able to range
alongside of me.”

Pepper whispered Pennant to conceal his
face; to be silent, and to mount the driving
seat with his son. Rory, the stranger and
Pepper went inside with the wounded man,
whose hend they had bound up in the best
manner they could, and whose broken limb
they placed in as comfortable & position as
circumstances permitted. They journeyed in
silence for gome time, until Johuson demanded
#whore they were taking Lim to?”

«To hospital first,” replied Peppor « and if
you recover, afterwards to jail.”

After a pause, he asked ; ¢ Why did yon say
awhile agone that ¢you wished I'd been
alive?”

Lo ]34‘;{;.1 ge T'd have got, as I shall now, the
-Teward ofiered for taking youl
. 4Taking mel for what

#Why, in the first place, for being an es-
caped convict; in the next, for having at-
tempted to mnrder Captain Pennant; and
lastly, for having killed the man who pre-
ven::d you doing so0.”

“And how,” hg enquirkd, « did you know
whete to find me?" TG Y

“Why, from your letter to Pincher, to be
. Bure—'twas I lett thq answer for you in the
tree. -He gave information that you tried to
assussinato the Captain; he knew we wera
coming to arrest you, and for somo reason or
Other.rook the jobinte his own hands ; it’s all
“well, however, as he didn't finish you,and I've
_got youliving. We came just in the nick of
time to save you, for Pincher was reloading
his pistol to give you a finishing touch; I
don’tknouw, I am sure, why, for you were to all
appearances safe enough abhead.”

¢ But I do,” added Johnson, quickly.

Thoy travelled slowly, toalleviate as far as
pessible the prisuner's sufferings, who re-
mained silunt, except when heuttered an ex-
clumution as the wheels struck in some rut
and occasioned him additional pain. It was
daylight when they reached the hospital, and
th: surgesn was immediately in attendanco;
after a carcful examination he declared that

' amputation was absolutely necessary, na the
 fractue. of the thigh ‘bone was a compound
- one of tha worse description. On Pepper's
*‘enquiring, from motives of his own, if the
" aperdtion wonld be attended with danger 2"~
.% Undoubtedly,” he answered, " he may, in’

fact, die under it, or be afterwards carried off
by the fever, which is almost always conse-
_ fuesit on the romoval of a limb, and which

will, no "doubt, be aggravated in this case by’

the wound in the head and general debility of’

the ‘patient; if;” he continued, addressing
Johuson, “you have any warldly matters to
settle, my good man, you had better arrange
ihem before 1 operate, as afterwards it may be
{00 lafe”.
- #Can I do anything for you? asked Pep-
“per .. . ‘

.. # Nothing, nothing, thank ye, except to keep

that villain, Pincher, off if he follows me 2
: - anything for 4 man who has done a deal of

hero.t ¢ -
-t L'l now,” said the surgeon, “give him a
Bodative—he must be left in quiet.”
. A8 Pepper.was retiring Johnson called after
. him--¥ I Bay, you, s5ir, do any on'ye know Cap-
"taip Pennant?* -0 - 7
; __iflgggﬁ‘, . ;quld you wish 1o see him 7"
|« XNo, no, not yet,only I'd like, that if I di
HeshoyldBobandy "
. The stranger who accompanied the party to
‘make the arrest was a magistrate from a dis-
“tant part of the couuty, a friend of Pepper's;
" Who had been.selected for the purpose be-
" canse he was personally unknown-to Pincher.
Thrs.gentleman now issued a warrant, on Pen-
nant’s examinations, and committed Johnson

When Pincher returned with a cart to carry
off the dead body, ns he expected to do, he
found no trace of it, nor of the perwons left in
charge. The hospital of which Johnson be-
came an inmate was in another county, and
I'epper having had him entered in a false
nane, and the magistrate having cautioned
the surgeon that for the ends of justice no
noise should be made about the affair, the
secret of his admission was well kept.

No application had been made by any per-
son for admission at the county infirmary or
juil, and thus Pincher was thrown off the
Bcent. As the men who so unseasonably
eame up at the time of the intended murder
had not since appeared to give an account of
how they disposed of the dead man, or to
claim any reward for their services, he con-
cluded that they must either have been tra-
vellers, who passed on, or nccomplices, who,
for their own purposes, coucealed the body.
He thercfore patiently awaited the result,
having, however, as a precantionary measure,
made o report of the transactions to Mr.
Sharp, the ncarest justice of the peace, and
afterwards instituted a strict search to ascer-
tain if any dead or wounded person could be
discovered in the neighborhood of the ruined
¢ shebeen.”

Meantime, the condition of Johnson seemed
more favorable than could have been expected.
A very slight fever had supervened after the
operation, and the surgeon entertained san-
guine hopes of Lis ultimate recovery, when
suddenly Lie became restless, then delirious,
and soon unmistaknble symptoms of gan-
grene rendered another amputation necessary,
as the only means by which life conld pos-
sibly be preserved. The second operation
was more painful than the first—Johnson was
sinking fast-—and his situation became hourly
more desperate ; still, although warned of his
hopeless state and fast approaching end, and
pressed by Pepper to make a dying declara-
tion, he gave no sigos of repentance, or of any
desire to disclose what had occurred between
himself and Pincher. The patient who oc-
cupied the opposite bed in the hospital was a
very young man in the last stage of con-
sumption. Being (uite resigned to his fate,
and being actuated by strong religious feel-
ings, he passed the short t‘me left him here
below in endeavoring to prove by lis ex-
ample that resignation to the will of Provi-
dence was a virtue, and that death is not ap-
palling to those who regulate their lives by
the dictates of religion. 'He had frequently
addressed words of consolation and encourage-
ment to Johnson when he believed in the
possibility of hisrecovery, but when he heard
his doom announced, Le exerted himself all
the more to try and induce him to rceeive the
rights of his Church, for the unbappy man,
although apparently steeled against all re-
ligious influences, bad ndwmitted to him that
he, too; was born and had been brought up in
the oman Catholic faith. During one of the
many sttempts he made to convince the
sallor of lus danger,”& vestel Lurst, and he
threw up o quantity of Llood. The priest
was instantly summoned. Meantime, the
youth’s mother had arrived, and he lay almost
lifetess in her arms. From the reclining
position in which he was held, Johnson had a
full view of all that passed, and he who had
shed so much blood himself, and seen §0 much
shed Ly others in the heat of mortal strife,
was appalled at the spectacle of o man gra-
dually succumbing, as he rendered up his
heart’s blood to the insidious power of an in-
curable discaso. e heard the gentle words
of consolation which the sufferer addressed at
intervals to his afilicted parent ; he remarked
him as he c¢lasped his attenuated hands to-
gether, and raised his cyes towards heaven,
and he was nstonished at the smile of hope
and contentment which sat upon his moving
lips as he prayed ; he began gradually to re-
fleet wpon his own condition, to remember
how he had yived, nnd to think of what he
might expeet to guffer in future state, the
existence of which seemed now for the first
time to dawn upon his gbdurate and hardened
mind. The young man’s vomiting had ceased,
and preparations were mads for the adminis-
tration of the sacrament. Johuson wasunwed
by the solemn manner of the pricst and his
attendants, who carricd lighted tapers in
their hands; he saw the nurses and such of
the Caiholic patients ag were nble to movo
about on their biees around the death-bed,
while others, who were too weak to rise, had
their heads propped up’ by pillowy that they
might witness the ceremony j he heard the
prayers for the dying recited in a most im-
pressive manner, And the responses uttcred
with extraordinary fervor Ly those who an-
ticipated that their own time to’ require the
same charitable. office from . their fullow-
Christians might not be far distant. An hour
passed, during which the clergyman expa-
tiated on the bappiness of a true beliover's
Iast moments, when the dying youth at-
terapted to speak.. ¢ Hush, my child,” inter-
rupted his mother; #if you had remained
silent, as you were told to do, this might not
have happened.” I wished,” he answered,
“ to cud with n good action, and if that man,”
pointing to Johnson, * only gives me the con-
golation of knowing that he will follow my ad-
vice, I shall die happy—do—do," he cried,
cagerly, as his cyes closed and his hand foll
beavily “Leside him—there was =  pause.
Then the priest, feeling for the pulse, de-
clared him dead. 'The prayers for the 'de-
parted followed, mingled with the hysterical
sobs of the bereaved mother, and the more
subdued lnmentations of some oftho patients,
who but téo well kuew that their own su-
preme moment was fast appronching. John-
son's first impulse was to cover his head with
'the blanket, but-he was spell-bound by the
abjuration-and appearance of the dend man;
he listened to the prayers, and then he re-

mother’s ‘knee. He had long forgotten the
words of supplication which he addressed to
God in his days of innocence, but now they
returned to his memory with all the vividness
of first impressions.  As the priest was about
to leave he beckoned to.him. * Hark ye,
master,” ho said, ®d'ye think you could do

queer things in his day, for if 80, I didn’t care’
as:you took' a spell at me, in case I must go,
g they all says, toold Davy " The clergy-
man Seized the opportunity to peint out the'

'} neceseity of répentance, and of doing ail with-
-|in his power to atone for his crimes, by mak-:

ing restitntion'to those he had wronged in-
matters of property, and by justifying ' thoss
whom he had injured in reputation. #Then -
ifI-tell everything I bave doné against ‘them
to those X hayve damaged, you think that may
help me to a suug berth ? ‘he -asked, at the

asaured that it was the firat stop in the right
direction, he expressed his satisfaction.

2o the custody of a constable; who, although

In due time, before the opening of the com-

tion with -dogged fortitude; but although’

the surgeon informed them that his state was

migsion, Pepper sent a clerk to the jail, with
& subpoéna; to enforce Brown's attendance.as
‘& 'witniess- at the-trial, who, “to Lis astonish-
‘ment, foiind that the debt. having been paid
at.n:late hour two nights-before, the prisoner
bad’ been: discharged, and <departed with the
felend'who releaged him:. On:geelng Leonard,.
for the same purpose,. it wag -discovered .that
e, -too, bad disappcared. -Fepper.wasin an
agony—the trial' was fixed for the first day of
the ‘Assizes, and his most important witnesses
had cither gone over 1o the enemy or becn
removoed—how, .or where to, no -one could
tell:- Mrs. Loonerd,.who alone could com-
municate. any:information regarding the ab-
sence of her husband, seemed not at all dis-
posed to afford it—her mannor was jaunty,
almost insolent, and she answered the ques-
tions.asked horin such a way as evidenily to
show those. who put them that she knew
much more than she was inclined to disclose.

Under these untoward circumstances, Mr.
Pepper suggested that the record should be
withdrawn, and the trial pestponed to the en-
suing spring Assizes; but the proposition was
opposed by Pcnnant, whodeclared that he
would run any risk sooner than cndure the
torture of so long a delay—and by Rory
Mahon, who remarked that the witneasess
might not be forthcoming then, more than
now, while time would Le afforded to remove
them to some foreign country-—wherens, if o
vigorous effort were at once made to discover
their retreat, they might still be found intime
to give their testimony.

membered ‘of having learncd them at his-

conclusion of their interview, and on being’

There was vvident alarm manifested by
Pennant's fricnds, who were unwoaried in
their exertions to huntup the desecrters, while
Pincher and lhis adherents assumed an air of
confidence and security. They believed their
cause made ©perfectly safe” for [Leonard,
whom they most dreaded, now proved himself
50 devoted to the service of his quondam op-
pressor, that he was onc of the persons em-
ployed in the abduction of Brown, and his
most trusted guardian, in the temporary con-
finement to which he was consigned. Leon-
ard unceasingly employed his eloquence in
convincing Lirown that by remaining staunch
to the causc of 'incher they should but save
themselves. All required of them was that
they shiould remain silent—should they be un-
fairly dealt with afterwards by Sharp, they
bad only to come forward, and state what
ihey knew, when fresh procecdings, based
upon their evidence, might be taken by Pen-
nant, and thus, he maintained, tliey- should
secure, each of them, not only a liberal, but a
permaunent provision—whereas, if they tarned
over to Pennant, they would be left penniless
in the event of his defeat, and quite at Lis
mercy in cuse lie succeeded; Pepper having
assured him that no settlement could be made
with them ULefore the trial, as aay such ar-
rangement, if discovered, would be construed
into a bribe, and legrlly invalidate their tes-
timony : they must, therefore, be content, if
supporting his cause, to rely on Pennant's
generosity should he win, and this Leonard
declared he was indisposed to do, ¢ abird in
the hand being always worth two in the
bush.”

Smart, who had converted Leonard from an
enemy into n most ardent friend by the same
argument, was not at all surprised at the
energy with which he endeavored to win
Brown to his vie v8, his interests being in fact
deeply involved in his brother-witness’ con-
duct—for, if Pennant could secure Brown, and
obtain a verdict on his unsupported evidence,
then he (Lconnrd? would fall to the ground
between both parties, withuut being rémuner-
nted by either; his new-born zeal was, there-
fore, neither astonishing nor suspicious, and
he was considered the safest agent who could
boentrusted with the task of guarding Brown,
and pointing out the advantrges which must
accrue to him from his temporary confine-
ment.

The house of the bailift, or ¢ driver,” of an
cstate, some miles distant, over which Smart
was agent, was the place selected for the re-
sidence of the two men. They went there
voluntarily, thera wns no apparent constraint
used, so that their host might receive them
without incurring any legal responsibility,
The wdriver,” a surly, ill-conditioned fellow,
had three hulking sons, of quite as disagree-
able dispositions as their father, and this
fumily force formed his protection against the
ill-will ot his neighbors, by whom he was at
once detested and feared ; were the secret
kept, and the witnesses concenled for only one
short week, all would be well, and during that
time the sons of the « driver ™ were told to Le
continually on the alert, ready to aid Leonard
in case Brown should attempt an escape;
and the master of the house was ordered to
place an unlimited supply of whiskey always
at his disposal. Singularly enough, this was
the only locality which escaped the vigilance
of Rory Mahon; he had never so much as
thourht of visiting it. '

Tho days passed jovially on. Leonard and
Brown 1lived and slept in the same room.
The former did the honors of the table, and
the % drivers’s” family were invited to join in
the carouses, whicli were prolonged to an ad-
vanced hour every night, Leonard persuading
them it was part oftheir duty to assist him in
keeping: hiz cumpanion in a continuous state
of intoxication.

Brown scemed quite happy and completely
reconciled to his position; nevertheless,
Leonard insisted that one of the young men
should keep asharp look out, and come to his
assistance if he noticed any struggle taking
place Letween himself and Brown when he
took him out for exercise.

In a small, narrow valley, within vicw of
the “driver's” dwelling, and d1stant bat sowe
hundreds of yards, there was the ruin of an
ancient church, surrounded by a burial ground,
exclusively used by the peasantry and gentry
of the Roman Catholic faith—there were no
fees to be paid for interment there—and no
dread of interruption to the cercrnonies, as
the Protestant clergymen never had possession
of the place, and could, therefore, exercise no
control over the priest’s proceedings. On the
opposite side of a narrow roadway, a spring
gushed from the very roots af on oak, which
must once hrve been a veritable giant of the
forest ; but its vast trunk was now decayed
from age, and only a mere shell of timber,
covered with bnrk, remained to convey the
vivifying sap to the gaarled and fantastically
shaped branches that still continued to push
forth asparse and sickly foliage. The water
issning from the spring, after forming o deep
and broad well, topped the embankment
that confined it, and tumbled over a pebbly
bed, down & gentle declivity. It had the
reputation of being a « Holy Well? at which’
miracles were wrought. The lame, tho blind,
and the insane wore carried there in crowds;
to beneflc by its-healing powers; and a trout,
which tradition declared to have been seen
there from time immemerial, without increase
of its size, was supposed to be the guardian
spirit of the ancred waters.: The well ‘was
approached from the. road by a- flight of
rudely chiseled stone steps, whose centres.
wers worn down by the continual tread: of
the pilgrims’ fuet, and n smooth green eleva-
tion’ covered ~ with -primroses -and violets
hordered the beaten space on which its ' fre~
quenters performed their devotions.: . This
wall weg a - favorita - resort' of ‘the two ‘men ;
Brown cooled his stomach with copious
draughts of its ice cold water and then

reclined on the sumimnit of the surrounding

last night's debatck ; while Leonard ‘pro.ﬁted,
by the opportunity to perform’ ® the station.
While..80 odcupied -on“thie morning:.of the
Saturday.on which' thie” Assizes comménced,

he was joined by a woman, who, after knéel-
ing for'soine time on a grave in the church-

sign-of récognition. passed between them, it
‘fnight be- remarked that, whilo c¢ngaged in
prayer, they knelt in close proximity- to“gach-
other—later, on that same day; the ¢ driver”
received nnote, urging him to increased vigil-
ance until Monday -night, by which time he
should be relieved of his charge.
On the Sunday &afternoon Leonerd proposed
that, as they were 8o soon to separate, their
last evening together should be consecrated
to a jolly booze; this method of passing it
would not only gratify their own feelings, but
also prove the best possible means of securing
Brown, who, if properly inebriated, would be
sure to-sleep soundlytor 50 long as they left
him undisturbed on the following day. The
carouse commenced at an early .hour, and
after some time, Brown, who became com-
pletely intoxicated, was comfortably stowed
away inbed. But Leonard, still unscathed by
his potations, insisted that he and his host's
family should enjoy themselves for some
time longer in the kitchen. Lashers of bacon
were fried, and milk punch was mude and
consumed in large quantitics, until the cock
crew at midnight, when bhis companious
being stupidly drunk, Leonard, after taking

an affectionate farewell, and ordering that no
noise should be made until he got up in the
morning, staggered with difficulty to - his
room.

Having, after many failures, at lost suc-
ceeded in bolting the door, he sat down and
remained quiet until the loud snoring of the
other inmates of the house assured him that
they were fast asleep, whon he procceded,
with morc steadiness than could be expected
from a person in his condition, to open the
shutters,and place the burning candle in the
window, then throwing himself on the bed, he
Iny there until a low, prolonged whistle was
heard, when he instantly rose, and removed
the candle to nnother part of the roem. In
a few minutes after a Dlackened face pre-
sented itself at the window, and the light was
instantly extinguished.

The Assizes were opened; Pennant’s case,
Martin vs. Martin, commenced on Saturday,
and after the speech of his leading counsel,
was adjourned to Monday. On Suunday, Pep-
‘per’ learned that Johnson was in a hopeless
state, thatnortiticationhad setin and that his
life must now bo of very short duration.
It was necessary, therefore, to malce another
and last attempt to wring his secret from him.
Nothing could herctofore convince the un-
liappy man of his immediate danger—and Pep-
per thought that the most probable means of
extracting a confessicn would be by confront-
ing him with Colonel Blake and Pennant,
neither of whom he had as yetscen. Theyall
three set out for the hospital, accompanied by
the magistrate, on whose warrant Lio was in
custody. DPepper, with the surgeon, entered
the ward first, and asked Johrson how he felt.

«Why, jolly, all the pain’s gone, and Ionly
feel a sort of suffocating like, now and then—
I'm quite comfortable and a deal Letter, thank
-e.”

«Don't deceive yourseif any longer,” said
the surgeon, gravely, « before twelve o'clock
to-night you must be dead; the pain has
censed, because mortitication has set in—it is
gradually mounting upwards, and will soon
choke you.”

# Must—must choke me!” exclaimed John-
son, and Le then, for the first time, realized
the fact that his respiration was gradually
becoming more and more affected.

«Would you wish to see Colonel Blake or
Captain Pennant before you died 7" demanded
Pepper. !

# Must I surely die?” heasked the surgeon,
before replying.

4 Surely—most surely—nothing can pro-
long your existence, ¢ven for thia night.”

% Then,” he said, # I'll se¢ the Colonel.”

When Colonel Blake (who was close at
hand) came to his bedside, “ Ah,” he cx-
claimed, “I'm glad to see yer honor's sound
and hently, and not a wreck as I am—shat-
tered and cast away. It does me good some-
how to meet ye again, afore I sail on my last
cruise. You don’t know who I am—hark ye,
I'm one of the two boys that met ye at Dun-
severick Abbey om the day iv the duel, and
that afterwards swore against Squire Ulick—
ha, I see you rcmembor me now. Well, the
parson as is here tells me I must needs set
every one I wronged to rights, if Idon't wish
to go straight to old Davy: so I just want to
say to you that all we then told you was a lie
—I wish Jim Bradley was to the fore, he
could bear me out—but I finished him, as ye
know, and I'm sorry for it now—he wss a
good chummy, and I shouldn't have done it.
Squire Ulick didn't kill Captain Desmond—
‘twas I as did it—(he Jooked fully in the
Colonel's face, as he made the avowal) and
then after o short pause, he continued : « 1
had my own reasons for the shooting of him
—he wronged my sister—Jim, too, had o
grudge against the Squire for puttlng a
cousin of his off the estate, and as F told him
that he'd suffer as well ag me if the truth was
known, we agreed, to save ourselves, to put
the Squire s neck in the halter, and we hanged
him ; but he had nothing whatsomever to do
with the business.” Jim of late years was
always threatening to tell, and you may re-
member all that happened at his death on the
¢ Racer’s, deck—what a smart frigate she was
—what ha said and did wever. left my mind
since. Where's the Captain ?” he enquired,
#I may as well sec him, t00.” When Pennant
ontered, Johnson remained silent until he
asked him, # Why have you tried to take my
life, what have I done to injureyou?”

“ Nothing in particular, you often stopped
my grog, and ordered me some dozens, and I
owed you-a grudge like, [ ’spose, because I
swore falscly aganinst yer father; but that
doesn’t matter now. I tried to shoot ye be-
coause Pincher Martin paid me to do it—'twas
he helped me to escape after I was cast to be
hung. Keep a wide berth of that man, or he'll
run foul of ye, when ye least expect it; his
guns are always shotted to give you a broad-
side. T killed poor Jem, my chummy, be-
causc he was going to tell you who you was,
which Inever knew until that same minute,
and all about yer father. Healone knew any-
thing of what had happened when we were
boys, and I thought I'd get rid of the only
witness that could turn up against me. I'm
soirier for that job now than forall I ever
done, that's certain ; for Jim was'a true mess-
mate, and we sailed together sll our lives,
Now, I'va tould you all, let mé have & spell
of the parson, aud see if he can make me sen-
worthy.,”” . .. . I

The mngistrate had taken down Jehnson's
declaration as it was made, and after reading

affixed, they. loft the.anhappy man in.the
hands of the clergyman. He'died scon after,
without exhibiting what might be.called pen-
itence or. remorse.for the many. criminal acts.
‘of hig wicked life... .- accis

' The .trial was resumed  nextmorning, and
&8 Pennant (fer so we shall call him) sued as
heir-at-Iaw to the late Richard Martin, it be-

came necessary that he should, in the first
place, prove the marriage of his parents and

v e .~ PR ‘. L - < - .--'f" o ok - -r:’ ':'i‘.‘»“‘. o
et o e the. ,hia;own:iden,tigy»agf&en_';sgn §
fmbankment;to- sleep off the  cChets was proved by Father ‘Stephen;.Q

further bore tésth

yard, descénded t6 the well, and thoughi! no |'eiitered the -navy. His dvidence~io that!

identified Pennant by the peculiat.formation

such a declaration, he would (to use legal
phraseclogy) be “a purchaser with notice.” )

Leonard, who, according to the statement | the name of Lord Edward.
made in those letters, was Mrs. Pincher Mar-
tin’s maternal uncle, was then produced.
When he mounted the table on which wit-
nesses give their testimony in Ireland, the
clerk of the Crown proceeded to administer
the oath. Just as he concluded Mrs. Leon-
ard roared at the top of her voice, ¢ Dont’
i take the Book’ * uatil you return the villain
that levelled our cabin the moncy hethought
to buy yer soul with.”
and before touching the Testament held out
to him by the -fcrier,” Leonard thrust his
hand into his pocket and drew forth five ten-
pouud notes.
their number might be seen, be addressed
Sharp— Here’s the money ye gave me to
keep myself and Mister Brown away from
this trial.
pect what I was about; I knew that if I
wasn't at Mr. Brown'sside he’d be made away
with—in spite of all yer care, I carried him
off safe from his jailors, and though I'll
damage my own flesh and blood, I'm here
now, ready and willing to tell the truth.”
Another cheer resounded through the court,
and Sharp, having completely lost his pre-
sence of mind, was extending Lis hand to re-
ceive the proffered money until restrained by
Pincher, who sat beside him.
paleness of both men's faces, and the beads of
sweat that stood upon their foreheads, clearly
evinced the agony of their minds. Pennant's

counsel moved
pounded.”
and then procveded with his evidence. He
described how he had carried his sister
and lier female infant to Castlemorc on the
night after her confinement, by an unfre-
quented pathway across the -fields; that it
was given out that the woman's child had

TN
iThe marriag

ed the ceremony.” “Andhe

priést who perft

béing the-offapring -of that- uuion; from his
having had frequent opportunities of seeing.
thé] boy}from his infoncy up:to:the %

effect <was ‘supported by Rory-Mahoo, who

of his toé’ which he had publicly announced
as his test on first secing hini at the inn, before
any personal Communication had passed be-
tween them, and the correctness-of which.was
immedintely substantiated by Pennant’s ex-
bibiting his foot. This was in #o far snj;lsfac-'
tory, but he had then to dispose of the present
possessor of the estate, by sustaining his al-
legation that she was only a suppositious
child, and the witnesses on whom he relied to
support it werenot forthcoming. There was
a pause in the proccedings—the bpmst@rs
employed in the case on the plaintiff’s side
engaged in an snimated discussion with the
solicitor, Smart looked demure, Pincher cotld
scarcely restrain a chuckle, Pennant and Pep-
per gazed anxiously towards the 'doors, the
leading counsel flung himeelf inio his seat, the
junior stood fiddling ‘nervously with his brief,
atientively watching Pepper's motions—a
dead silence pervaded the court, every one felt
that something bad gone wrong, Pinchers
fiiends became hopefal, Fennant’s were in
despanl. v >

looking over his notes, enquired, “What
causes the delay?”
given a thundering cheer from the crowd out-
side was repeated by those within the build-
ing, as Rory Mahon, escorting Brown, and fol-
lowed by Leonard and his wife, advanced
throngh the passage opened for him by the
people. The excitement became irrepress-
ible, as patting her husband on the back with
one hand and waving a handkerchief with the
other, ‘Mrs. Leonard marched pro_udly
through the outward hall, amidst enthusiastic
cries of « Well done, Nelly 1”& Glory to you,
Nelly, and long may you reign!” At the en-
trance of the court she was obliged to aban-
don her charge to the care of Mr. Pepper, and

'Mall},, the | should have inhérited:in the course of succes,
giony, to the factofFennant’s ‘m‘esne-ntes..durlhgﬁ—hrs illegal possession of
‘ the Castlemorgce .
trial going against-him, had
:time ho:f;chanceryysuitfio realize -thé amount of hi
o

eaded being sucd fo;
tates,. in"the event of the

had pressed on the

g onithe Dunseverick property, go 54

toibe; repared for any'contingency. Wi,
ithat money higmight decamp, in case thinp
came: tothe worst, and live abroad. The g.
scteé* forg sale”had actually been pronounceq
.and in order to obtain time to go through th,
necessary . formalities for Lringing the estat,,
to~the hammer, he threatened to move for
new trial, on the ground that the veric
‘against him had beon obtained by surprise.
but Pepper saw his object, and seeking ag i
terview clearly demonstrated to him the jy,.
possibility of his ever realizing one shilling o:
that money.
signed"all his intereat in the Dunseverjo),
estate to. his niece, who would marry Captaj,
Pennant before the sale could be effected, ang
he then becoming proprietor in right of lis
wife, would lodge the amount of the 1oy,
gages in court and impound the money unij
his claim for mesne rates (a much larger suy
should be liquiiated..- He also showed him
a copy of Johnson's dying declaration, impi;.
cating him in aiding the escape of a conyig
and in a conspiracy to murder, which had g
been as yet lnid Defore the authorities, Lut |,
At length the Judge, who had been | at the same timq assured him that Captaiy
Pennant was unwilling o have him punisheg
Defore a reply could be { or sce him penniless, and thatif he Lut gave »
full explanation touching the means by whie,
he had obtained possession of or fabricateq
the letter from Lord Edward Fitzgeralg
which le had forwadred to Government, e
phcating Peonant in the treasonable society
of which that unfortunate nobleman was (k,
head, and would further satisfy the mortuares
of which he tvas the holder, and allowed (he
verdict already obtained to stand, and thns
save delay and expense—that in such caz 4
sum of five thousand pounds should Le Placed
at his disposal, and time be given him to quit
the country before any proccedings should 1.
taken which mightinvolve himin the meshes

Colonel Blake had already 5.

was almost overwhelnied by the salutations of | of the law. Seeing all chance of touching

her admirers. .
The cause proceeded—auntograph copies of

the mortgage money
ing that he

cut off, well
could not

know-
remain i

the letters written by the late 3rs. Martin to | Ireland with heavy criminal charges Lang.
Pincher and Blatherwell before the young | ing over his head, and baving no hops in the

lady’s marriage with the former were then put
in evidence, the signature and handwriting
being proved to be hers by many persons
who bad been on terms of intimacy with the
family. Brown, who was utterly astonished
at their production, and whase name was at-
tached te each aswitness, proved that he had

himself delivered the originals to both gen- | w: . ¢ 1
In | his advice with & promise of two hundred g

tlemen on the very day of their date.

successful issue of a new trial for his wile
estate, from the fact of his being fully aware
since the time of his marriage of the secret,
which had only come to Fennant’s knowledge
with the possession of kis mother-in-law's
letter, and Judge Blatherwell at the sume
time urging him to accept terms, as the only

ay to avoid public disgrace, and backing

those letters Mrs. Martin not only declared | year to be paid him so long as Lie resided ont

that her reputed daughter was not her child,
but she even went the length of stating who

of the British dominions, Pincker was scon
brought to the most abject submission. He.

her real parents were, and she concluded the | complied with the terms proposed regarding
admission of the cheat which she had prac- | the legal proceedings, and gave a written
ticed on Ler husband by a warping that if | admission of how he had concealed the con-

Pincher persevered in marrying the girl after

Obedient to the order,

Having shaken them so that

I took il that you mightn't sus-

The dendly

The witness ¢ Kissed the Book,”

fession of
enclosed in the cover, and substituted in its
stead a fictitious letter ‘written by himscIf in

Dradly, the document really

This avowal at

once solved the mystery which cast suchan
unmerited suspicion on Pennant's loyalty, and
left no doubt as to what the result must le
of the court of enquiry, which was soonto
investigate the charges which had so unjustly
caused his name to Le erased from the navy
list. After making some necessary arrange-
ments, Pennant and the Colonel started for
London.
heartfelt joy of the merting between two
persons who loved so truly and so tenderly
os Pennant and his aflectionate bride, and
whose bappincss seemed lntely to have bren
forever marred by circumstances over which
neither possessed any control.
church and on the same day that Miko lal
Lady Clifton to the altar Pennant was united
to Kate.
aftections married to the husband of her
choice and in the enjoyment of all life's tem-
poral blessings.
divest himself of a certain feeling of remorse
for his conductin the prosecution of Squire
Ulick—conduct which, though not eriminal
in itself, his conscience told him was in-
fluenced by un-Christian imotives and pro-
duced unjust results.
w
the remainder of his days to prayer and
the performance of charitable acts. .3
cottage
situated within the demense, was fitted up for
«that the notes be cm- | bis reception, and there he and Tim dwelt,
their solitude enlivened by almost daily visits
from Kate and her husband.
was  Skittles
welcome guest at the weddings, tho kind
hearted man lived for many years afterwards,
notwithstanding the tendency of blood to the
head, and paseed most of histime at Dunseve-

It ia unnecessary to describe the

At the game
Her uncle now saw the 1dol of his

He could not, however,

He now determined to
ithdraw nltogether from society, nnd devote

called the #Hermitage” and

Neither

forgotten; a Didden ood

died, and that sho was employed as wet nurse
by Mrr. Martin, whose supposed accouchement
bad taken place that same evening; that he
alone was privy to the arrangement entered
tnto between that lady and hig sister; and
, by the latter's dirgction, he had himself
made a coftin, which he filled with stones and
rubbish and then buried, a8 contnining the
body of her dead child,  On his cross-examina-
tion he accoilnted for lending himself to such
a deception, and for not before now disclosing |
the truth, by stating thet he thought it no
harm to serve hisnicce when he wronged no
one else, there being no other claimant for
the estate; that Mrs. Martin had always paid
his rent while she lived, .and had promised
bim that when the heiress came of uge he
should have his spot of ground for nothing ;
and he freely admitted vhat he should never
have said a word about it if Pincher Martin
hadn’t broken the bargain, and put him to the
road. | The personal resemblunce betwoen
the witness and the defendant was so marked
that it added great weight to his testimony,
which was further corroborated by proof that
a child's coffin,in a state of decay ard con-
taining only stones, had been found in the
place which he pointed out as that in which

hehad buried it. . It was also proved.that the
family physician Liad never been in attendance
on Mrs. Martin either during hor pregoancy

or &t her confinement; thnt on the latter oc-
cesion o surgeon living at a considerable dis-
tance had been sent for, who was informed on

his arrival at the house that the child wasal-
ready born and that his Services were not ye-.
quired, a8 both mother and infant were doing-
as'well as could be desired—he was paid liis
fee and never again consulted. And finally, it
appeated that the child becoming ill, "the

nurse, who was in reality his motheér,. insisted

on its bejing baptized, and that the ceremony
was performed, not by the Protestant clergy-{
man to whose flock both Mr. and ¥ra. Mur- |.

tin belonged, but by the Catholic priest, and
it was naturaily concluded that the Yeputed
mother would never have made such'a con-
"cegsion £o the wiehea of the nurse if sBhe ‘were

‘it over to: him ' and i is..8i ‘ !
ver to: him ' and haviug his.:signature . ompelled to submit by some overwhelm.

unprepared for the produc--
tion of letters’ which he aupposrd to have
béen destroyed by the fire at'Oastlemore; and
1’"confounded by the chain'of evidence adduced
‘againet hin, was ‘uueblé to make & rebutting
‘case. ~The jury at once'returned a verdict: in
favor of the plaintiff, and Pennant was de-

incher being

rick; he and the Colonel often wandered
through the groundr, talking over past
occurrences, and recognizing the inscrutab'lf
designs of Providence; which s0 frequetily
conduct us to success by the very means that
in human estimation ruin our prospecls
which. impels the feeling heart to the
performance of good deeds at ‘the needful
time and sends aid to tho unfortunte af the
very moment when thdy cease to hope. In
later years they were frequently accompanied
by & fine, bold boy—Kate’s second son—who
afterwards, with Tommy Dowell, became the
joint inheritor of Skittles' large fortune. The
two old men died neasly at the -same timé
and the solitary Englishman found n lnst
rcoting-place. in the tomb of the Blakes
Rory Mahon devoted his time and mency. 19
the rebuilding and decoration of Castlemore
in a style worthy to be the residence ot the
oldest son of the family, who was to inherit
the Martin Estate,. and_ his nephew, Iheli®
Darcy, after having seérved, in some of h¢
most briliant campaigns of ihe. Krenok
armjes, was inmried to Kathleen Oonnoh
and settled on e ‘comfortable farm. Mike
.repurchaséd the mansion and a consxdgrable
portion of his ‘ancestral estates;’ on which he
and Lady Clifton (who'in due-ime presente
him with a son and heir) lived'n part of every
year. - Mrs. - Pennant;” or : Lady * }lorenct
Martin; as we should now ‘¢all ber, could
never be induced to revisit: Ireland. She JoJ-
fully received Knte as her daughter-in-a®
-and- settled again at her former josidence 10
Wules, which setved as:a. festing-place for
her -son's--and; Mike's families as BheF
periodically passed from one_country to the
other. Mrs. O'Mahony . long survived hov
better-half, and never ceared to attribute the
.success of Lloyd Pennant's lawsuit to her un-
ceasing exertions in his behalf.’

: ¢ «/THB, END,, .
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EPP8'S COCOA—(IRATEFUL. AND .COMFORTINY 3
—""By & thorough knowledge of the noturdl
laws which govern. the: opérntions of.. dl ost-lol}.
and nutrition, and: by. a: carefnl, application ok
tho fine properties of well Releeted cocon, M
Epps has provided our:bredkfist -tables with &
delicately flavored beyerage which mny aave ue
many heavy doctors®bills:.  It: is by the judicloud
use of such articles of dlet that'n:oonqtllutw’“
may bo'{;rpdua.l Iy bullt up until strong ocnoug é
to"resist dvery. tendency to- disense.  Hundreds:
of subtle. maladies arp lonting around us reﬂd§,
to attack-wherevér these is & weak: point, Wo
may csnipe many o-°fatal ‘shaft by keeping our

selves well fortified with pure: hicod' and &ep‘rg

only in packets Iabelled—* JaxEs Eres &

¢ ¢ Don't bo_ sworn,”

{? nourighod frame.—Clutl’ Servide G
o
C

J0., Homeeopathle Chomists, 48 Threadmeedie.
streot, and 170 Pleeadilly; London, Englaud.



