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THE OHURCH. GUARDIAN,

Arar. 16, 1590,

true godliness ; and fill them, O Lord, with the
spirit of Thy holy fear, now and for ever
Amen,

This is the Confirmation Pras er, but it ia ton
dong to repeat over euch person soparately; it
is used for all coflectively first, and then u nhort
form _f benediction ia prononnced uy the Bithop
lays his hands npon the hesd of cach oun

[This latter form, as used in our Chuveh,
dates from only 1652, Tt woi the plane of
s form used when the Bishop mado fae sivn Gi
tbe Cross and anointed the frehoad of thu por
son upon whom he had laid his hands. T
eeromoniale were very unciest gocompmsl
ments. of ithe Rite of Coufirmution, prolb!

Dy
Jeriving their origin from tho numes ¥ ionl”
sod * Unotion.” The spiritual iy v vified
wae given an outward expression.  Ilor a s
¢ them is there uny Scrrplural anthoiiy 1
* anointing with oil" can bo traved wuien i
the second century. Tho use of U vigy of i
Orose seems Lo have ulwaya anie Bt L
snointing. The form of woida v :
the First Prayer Book of Hdwuri Vi vx
“N., I sign theo with tho ti.n of ths o,
aod lay my hands vpon theo, In e v :
of the Father, and of tho Son, aud ¢liue TH1;
Ghost, Amen.”] l

Q In tris prayer wo proy thut the diicnl )
this Gift of the indw Hing ot ths Jooay oo 1
the Comforter, may bo s “duris i ;
His “manifold gifis of ¢roea Wi G

!

ity have weo f)r enumuyu. i 5 SeEm o s v
“ gifts of grace? .

A These ¢ sovor fold gitta ave s diuaed
in the propheoy of Isaich nm »ic:
Lord (x1. 2 3). Allusiom iz ais
Seven gifts of the Npirit r iy I’ o
Rovolations (iv b), ** There were sevenlin s f

P ¢
{

fire burning be ore the throne wiici are tue sccen i s

Y n!
Tegs) Qo

Spirite of God"' !
[It may be noted thal seven is vho numisr,
always used in Soripiare to rinily comlele
ness.
In’ our anthorizod version of tho trap-iniioe

i

of the prophooy of Juaiuh ¢ tnows recian by

distiction in tho last two yifts mentionnd; b I

ol

and preached from, which, 8leo, vho oy i
employed, the rondoring iy variad, snd 3 ve
presented in the Covfirmurivn Prayov iv cur
Service,"]

Q. What do theso seven gifts wovandly
mean ?

N.B.—It is woll for us to have s Colinitef '’
Q l*h}‘.“ I\l‘:""r'v’ -

underslanding on this point, i
then what to look for throvsh e rlrctgibion
ing of the Holy Spirit. Very vwei ¢f our
want of power in tho Chritisn hivinduoic
indefiniteness ns 1o what wo wuy ecek for Hom
God. Try, then, to thiuk of cach 0 thesy
GirTs sopuratoly ; and darivyg yoeuwr Lmg ol o
paration pray for cach.

A. These seven Manifestations ov Gifts of
the Spirit have owoh & dwsinui purpfe il
method of operation; though sorau oi tioin win
very olosely allied. Simo oi thom nmuay Lo
found in some porsons in w failer ne vty cany

in others, for ' there sco divorsiirg ur Gl oo

aud the Holy Spicit “dividoth trwvery wun
gevorally as He wills; " bui thoy aro wtt needon
in soma measure for overy noul,

Three have spocial roterence to tha il
tion of the mind :

Two bave special referoncy 10 the dacutivn
and strengthoning of tho will vr condust ;

Two huve spevisl rofeoznce w tho sanoatics
tion of tho heurt.
The three that bave special refircros o tn

1

ledgo. .

The gpirit of Wisdom ie the h+ -l
which the Spirit bestows Lt hn - covpcey
onoe to thought, and s the vrwves vy i h )

aro enabled to discurn the w-op crunse ot 3o oL
“@od hath revealed them witn v i Il
Spirit; for the Spirit searchuin wii Loeps v,
the deep things of God” (1 Cor. ii, 1U). * W

L reforen e

ot Holy

IR ity

rpesk wisdom among them that are perfact” (1
Cor. #. 6). “The price of wisdom is above
ribies” (Job xaviil, 18.)

The spirit of Underst inding has epooial refer.
ence Lo appretonsion. 1t is the power by which
wo apprebond ond intelligently assent to
spirifoal fnsirrstion.  To onables s io give an
anawar (0 thou who desire for the faith that is
ines (1 Pel {0 15). © Unto you it i3 given to
frnow tho mystoriey of the kingdom of God”
(8¢ Vatt xui I1). '

Ths apait of Knoasledge has more special
o memory. [ 113 the miad with
iivina teati, It also onables us to gain gelf
fnowledge.  We necd this Gift, especislly in the
wovk ni g-[f-examination, through which repent-
ante 15 deoponad,

M8 ~Wihen we read the pages of Holy

WOl Sevipina or raeditats upon the ravelation of
1 (1" \E e

‘o showld sl vava offar up & prayer to the
oy Gious te enlighion our mieds : O Lord,
opan Thoumine eyes that T may see the wondrous
ihings of rhy luw.”  And wo must delieve thut
Howill guisn vs, At tho same time, we must
comesiier, (o difisaluies, that God has ap
sointel fis Chareh as * the pillar and ground
of the truta eud that its deciszions, where
cutagns bhava bion given on the interpretation
Suviptars, are rs much God's voicd to
Aas Lt wcitien Werd

s oo thas hava =pacisl reforence to Lhe Well
or Cendiet, wro Couns2i aud Ghostly Strength.
Fir apist of Counsel i thut which guides us
o b right path whou woe are in doubt
e toow anows oaahit Lo dott  Thou shalt guide
Thy comnged” (P, Igxiii. 24). * O send
o Fay liyst end Thy truth that they may lead
me (Ve xind 3)

Tin spivit of Ghettly Strength enables us to
whuiater Gual, thab which the epirit
o Gt tellg us o ho right. It strengihens
tentoud both for action and suffering.  Through
o tanidndon, hurdship, danger, persnoation,
ey tasd uenth are culmly faced It isthat
wierchy by oeble army of martyrs” were
whlat v win thar erowny of etornal glory,
He shall  strengtien you with might in the inner
men i lpe 1 16)

"l e (oo ihat hava epeoisl roference to the

rset-0 30 ution of tao heart, ave True Godliness

axd Holy Fear,

o ogp vl of True Godliness is the gift of the
chuld hegrt—ths 10vo of God 4s o futher. * [t
v of dovotion, and excites praise,

weivingr, and conteition ; and
. v &tl who with us are united to
ot I Cloisd Jesua”  [¢ o that whereby we
are credniiiy furmied into the imsga of Christ,
~ Yo nave recemed the spirit of adoption whereby
we ery, =bba, Fatwer' (Rom. viil 15),

_The spirit ol Haly Fear is vory closely con
neeted with thsi o Mrav Godliners,  This Gift
sy o divhoner Gad, fosr 1o do what

s buiwn<e of tho pnnishment, but
“uds o otfonce  sgsinst & loving

bo prodeoes batred of sin, and sen-
woel eoeti-aee. s prevents love de-
ey o fnmuharily, and makes as traly

|

fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis

JEANATIE
Y e

dom’ (L uxi 10).

DIZEOCTIONS,
Oisar up some euch prager as this coutinually
v T i O your prepuration,
Wiw husy prowised to give the Holy
tiat vk Theo, snd hust oxdained

L T
Wi,

Bt (o Hhes

. ) _ ¢ . Seat fvee el Lig it on of Haads as the means
mind, are Wisdom, Understauding, Kooo @ TP

coby Tow wilt opreeially fulfil Tay gracious
o 10 thuao whe faithfully seek it Give
gy Fpiriv; filk me with His Power ;
sa Hizdom, whereby to discorn
v ivgud il 25 ot Thy Rovolation; Under
standing, Gerpprelend epirtiual traths ; Counsel,
Cves poaady o porvoive wedd thou woaldest
buve e o oy Strength, that 1 may con
wisivaliy bo cusbled to do what [ porceive to be

right ; Knowledge. that I may ever romember all
the teaching of Thy Law, avd may know myself
as Thou knowest me ; Godliness, that I may
ever mora and more love, and praise. and adore
Thee 88 my Father, and may daily become
more what Thy child shonld be; Holy Fear,
that I may learn to hate sin, and be preserved
by reverence and love for Thee from all wrong.
doing; Grant this for the sake of Jesus Christ
oar Lord.

Reuemper ihat thongh a definite special
@Gift is now offersd you in this Holy Ordinsnce,
It is to be in you sfterwsrds, a growing Power.

The Holy Spirit, cnce given, works in us
through our will, mind, and affections. He can-
not make us aot ugainst our will, or we shoald
coase to bo responsible creatures. He can only
guide, admon isk, urge. help. strengthen

We must yield to His influence, seek His guid-
ance, listen to-His loving voice, obediently do
what He. through tho voice of conscievice tells
us to be right.

We ' grieve,” ' quonch,” ** do despite to” the
Spirit (Eph iv. 30; 1 Thess. v. 18; Heb. x. 20)
when wa tarn away from Hias loving counaals,
 Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God whoreby
ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.”

Give yourself up rather, entirely to His in-
flaence, and He will lead you on [rom grace to
grace, forming you moro aud mcre after the
likeness of Christ, and perfecting all holiness in
you, making you fit for the Presence of year
God in heaseu. :

Our prayer for those who
firmed is— - X

** Daily increase jn them Thy manifold gifts of
grace.”

“ Daily (may they] increase in Thy Holy
Spirit more and more until they come to Thy
overlasting kingdom.”

Mako this the prayer for yourself,

Resolve to go on nearer and nearer to per-
feation.

Confirmation is pot the end, but the degin-
ning, of the real battle of life, for which, in it,
God offers you all the ‘° armour” you need—

v My Graoee is sufficient for thee,”

‘* Foar vot; for [ am with thee.,” “ For not;
I will help thee, saith the Lord, and thy
Redeomer,"”

Msake your preparation for this Holy Rite,
with—

- 1, Earnest faith in the promises of God;

2. Steadfast resolation to live for Him ;

3. Unflinching courage. Humble in your-
eeif, be strong in Him—Our Messenger,
Qa'Appelio,

CHORAL SERVICES.

It is a correspondent of The Rock that spoaks
a8 follows :—The old asgsertion, repeated again
and again, as if it were an inconirovertible
truth, viz, that praise should be sung and
prayer said, will not bold water tor 4 moment.
The Psalms of David were written for musie,
Many of them sre of a deeply penitential char-
scter. Masany aro prayer, not praire; so that
fine aphorism would condemn David as much
a8 any modern musical service, If anyone
sh uld say, * Ohl but the Temple service aud
Christian worahip are very difforent affairs,” I
would reply, surely the inspired Psalmist
would not have been allowoed to encourage
sensacus aud uospiritnal worship; and even if
wo admit that his practice is not a guide for
us, the very hymns which people sing without
a quulm of conscionce a8 to its being wrong to
give musical expression to the mast solemn
thoughts, aro many of them esrentislly prayers
ard vot praise. The very people who gravely
assort, lifting their eyes t0 "heaven in pious
horror, that it is profanity to sing the petitions
in the Litany, will eing—

Rook of ages, cluft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee,

come tn ba Con-




