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{hese establishments are filled up in elegani style,
and that connected with them are .. dvcoys, or
young men of fallen foitunes and genteel appear-
ance, who are emploged for the purfiose of inveig-

ling, within the doors of yaming-houses, the inex- | C

perienced, the loose in morals, the sons af afHu-
el citizens—all, indeed, who afford any chuuce
of plunder. In ninély-nine cases out of a hun~
dred, ruin is certain .o follow those who muke a
habit of visiting tesorts of this kind, no matter
how discreet they may fanecy themseives, how
cool, cautions or deeply skilled in the warious
gemes. In the case of the wretched young man,
Davis, he boasted to his companions “that some
nights he won $300 and $400. On such occasi-
ons, he was doubtless in high spirits, and fancied,
under the delusion of the moment, (a delusion
that is invariably associated with gaming,) that 1n
the end he would be uble to make good all his los-
ses. But what was the result? He first lost al}
his own means, then robbed his employers to the
extent of thousands, lost the whole of this sum,
was detecled and thiown into prison.

We remember an anecdote of an individual in
this eity, which may serve to show the terror
with which the wise and experienced look upon
gambling, and the mistake in which aome young
people indulge in delieving that they can visit
gaming houses once, twice, or three times a week,
in secret, without setivus loss, or other disadvan-—
tage. A dashing young man of our city, who
was a clerk with a wholosale dealer, paid atten-
tion 10 the youngest danghter of » wealthy mer-
chant. Tbe young inan.received a salary of $300
a year, was intelligent, handsome, and well ac-
quainted with his business. He was indeed,
tather a favourite, not only with his employes,
byt with- the old merchant, the affections oi
whose child he wis eudeavouring to engage.—
The daughier was loved and cherizhed as some-
thing dearer than life, and ber father seeing from
the apearance and manners of the suitor, that
he was well calculated 10 win the affections of
the atless and enthusizstic g, deemed it bis du.
1y to ascertain, f possitile, the hahile of the lover.
In the first place, he seon discovered that he kept
late hours—-that he frequeatly remained from his
boarding-honse till after midnight, and this (oo,
when he had left the house of the merchant he=
ween 9 and 10 o’clock. A bad sivn certainly,
and one well calenlated to excite apprehension,
next ascertained that the youth kept ne Bank
sccount of bis own, that he teok up his eamnings
at hisemployer’s as rapidly as they became due,
any that he nevertheless neglected to pay bis
orllinaty Dbills for boarding, clothing, &c. with
due promprness, Late houts and expensive hatits
—mused the old merchant.— what can he do with
his money? The subjact was one of serious
thought, and 28 he gradually withdrew his chil
from the acgnaintance of the youth, he also de-
termined to discover, if possible, the true secretof
his late hours and heavy expeaess. Thus affairs
stood, when the merchant had occasion ane night
to pass the door of a certain house near Chesnut-
street, and just at that moment the suitor for his
daughte®s hand came out.  The latler evidently
saw the merchant and was abashed. A thouzht
fiashed upon the mind of the excited and sus-
picious father—-he made the necessary inquiries,
and found that the house, whence bhis intended
son-in-law had issued, was occupied, in its upper
rooms, as a fashionable gaabling house! The
whole story of the late houtsand heavy expenses
was toll ina word. The young man’s visits were
discouraged—the daughter had the good sense to
see and appreciate the awful fate which awaited
her, should she identify her desting with that of
a gambler, and a match, of the most deirable kind
to the suitor and clerk, was thus broken off forever.
~—Young men—be watned ! The handreds who
fancy that they may gamble in secret and in

safely, only deceive themselves, In nine cases|p

out of ten they are known,—Philadelphia En-
quirer.

SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS.

THE MIRACULOUS DRAUGHT OF FISHES.
) John xxi. 3, &e. .

Thix passage of the sacred writings is en-
tertaining, and to an ‘altentive and pious mind
highly instractive. We find several of our Lord’s
disciples employed in fishing 3 probably for their
own aupport. They toiled all night in vain, for

fhey caught uothing. ¢ But when the morning!

Was come, Jesus gtood on the shiors ; .
cisciples knew nol that it wae J.,S:,g.:‘; ' l“;:‘l‘:;d
',';_'“0 them, s Children, . have ye any meat?

be)’ auswered bim, Ne.  And he said nuto them,
h.lst the net on the right side of the ship, and ye
shall find, They cast theréfore, and now they
:,"h'.“ not 2ble to draw it for the multitude of
oolfin u,St{h‘J-‘:;m’ who modestly speaks of him-
Jesus lovid ,l, person, as € that disciple whom

Sus » saith unto Peter, no dou't with
tarprise, giati‘uie, aud joy, though with holy re-
verrncey )7 1s Tne Lorn,”?
rpl;l(m:“ facts occurred literally a8 they are
related.  But we may perceive a forther meaning
in them, Our Lord had called Peter and othes
f:"x'_!! ‘l:“"f hels, :u;t,l had promised to make them

isheis of men.” Hitherto they hud laboured
to little purpose; but soon they were to enclose
a mujlilude in the gospel-net.” ‘The miraculons
dranght of fishes, mentioned in this rarralive,
may justly be considered ag 2 type of the succest
of St. Pelet on the day of Pentecost, Acts)i;
(andl the success of that Awastle and otheis aftei—
wards 5) for then the words of our Saviour were
fulfilled, which he addressed to Peteron a similar
occasion, ¢ Feat not, fur from henceforth thon
shalt catch men.”

Sonie useful Jessons may be learnt from this
past of sacred history,

1. Ministers, and even Apoctiesof Jesus Chiiwt,
can do little without theic divine Master, ¢ We
ate not suflicient of ouisilves,” saith Sr, Pand.
Whatever abilili's men possess, nature) or ae—
quired, unless Christ be with them, they can
donothing., However extensive their knowledge,
however important and intefesting the truths de-
livered, and however palhetic and pointed the
wanner of delivery : thoush it may appear to men
likely ta be successful, and thongh many may be
pleaged and delighted with hearing the " tuth as
li isin Jesus; yet if the Lord give nat his bles-
sing, they ““toil and eateh nothing.””> No sioner
is awakened , no mournful heart glad.tened, no
heliever established. Should nol this induce
those who minister in holv things 1o pray for
themselves, as Mr, Philip Henty prayed for his
son Matthew, That they may be {oken off their
own botlom, and depend entirelyupon the Lord?
And ought not the heaiers to look through men
ta Him, from whom proceedeth every gond and
petfeer gilt 7

2. The disciples having toiled all night in
vain ,readily complied with the request of the
stranger, (for snch they supposed him,) and let
down the net on the rizht side of the ship ; ¢ and
now they were not able to draw it for the mubi-
wade of fishes.”

Homble and teachable men are sure to be
dizected of the Lord, and succeeded by his bles~
sing: And extensive usefulness, in all pro-
bability, will follow. How easy it is toour Lord
and Master, o illaminale the minds of his ser-
vants, to ditect them (o subjec's suited to the
states of their hearers,—to sugest the most im-
portant and interesting matter on those subjecls,
and to give clearness and energy in the delivery,
by extending the views, and enlarging the heatts
of his servants ! How easy to him to enable them
to preach the gospel with the Holy Ghost sent
down from heaven ! Then, ¢ signs follow the
word.” It ¢ runs and is glarified.”” Sinnersare
turned ¢ from darkness to light, and from the
power of satan to God : ‘They receive remission
of sins, and an inhetitance among the sanctified.”
On such an occasion, every one who has #piritual
discernment, cries out, 1t is the Lord : Let him
have the glory.” Andifany undiscérning,thoueh
sincere persons, appear to look teo much &t the
instraments of this work, faithful ministers, like
Peter aud John, when they had gured a lame
man, will say, ¢ Ye men of Israel, why look
ye so earneslly on us, as lhonghﬂ\by‘our own
ower or holiness, we had made’ thisman to
walk 17 .

What encouragement may the servants of
Christ desive from these considerations! They
may say with the utmost propriet s ¢ We can-
not open the eyes of the biind : We cannot con-
vert men :—We cannot, by our own ezer:hons,
however great, build up believers in holiness;
But we are not alone ;—our divine Master is with
us. He says, & Lo! fam with you always, even
unto the end of the world,” We therefore ex-
pect 1o be useful, not because we are wise of
eloquent; but because we are the servants of
Clwist, preach his truth, and have his promised
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presencs with us. With the light of the know -
ledge of the glory of God inone earihen pitchers ;
(compare 22 Car.iv, 6, with Judges vii;) we witl
zo L1th with couraze, staunting, « The Sword of
the Lol and of Gideon,”

In thin spirit, -l with these vi ws and ex-
pectatinney the first preachers of the gospel st
out, and procerded in their work : and thongh
oppesed by all the world; thongh they had to
comhat the boasted wisdom of philesepheis, the
superstition and deep-ronted prejusices of §'olas
tory the intetest of jagan prieaig, the vile and
unpretnans passions of wicked «.eny the enmity of
the Jews, and, ot tines especially, the sword of
the Roman Fo peror s y et without carncl weapons,
they incica-ed, prevailed, wivmphed; and the
preaching of Cinist crucified, ¥ turned the worly
up-ide down’ Surely this wes the Arm, the
Fawer ot the Lordievealed !

Letall wlo leve S.on, and desire her poace
and prosperity. interest themselves in the success
of the gospel: Particntarly, be mueh in prayer
fur those who labour amongst you in the word and
doctiine.  Ciy mightily to Gud that they may be
rtrang {n the wrace o our Lotd Jesus Christ j—
that they may be full of faith indd the floly Spitit ;
—that, as stewards of civine mysteries, they may
he taithful; that multitudes may be caught daily
in ,lhe gospel nety and all the Lord’s people be
holy.

¢ And now, Lord, grant unto thy servants,
that with all holdness, they may speak thy word,
aml that signs and wonders may he done by the
Name of thy holy Child Jesus??  With greas
power may they give witness of the Resurrection
ol Christ, and the glory that follows.*®  And may
areat grace be upon all who love cur Lord Jesus
Carisl in sincerity.” Amen.

RELIGIOUS LITERATURE,
THE UTILITY, MAGNIFICENCE, AND HAR-
MONY OF THE WORKS OF GOD, AS DIS-
PLAYED IN THE VISIBLE CKEATION,

“ And yet was cvery faullering tongue of men,
Almighty Father ! sileat in thy praise;

Thy works themaelves would raise a general voice,
Even in the depth of solitary woods

By human foot untred, proclaim thy power,

Aud to the quire cefestial Thee resound,

The eternal cause, support, and end of all 17

A partial consideration of the universe is ever
apt to dishonour jts great Author ; but a judicious
survey of all the parts, as forming onc grand
whole, strikingly exhibits a system nsefnl, mag-
nilicent, and harmonious. The¢ stamp of an all-
wise Being is impresced in the most legible char-
aclers on all his works. The cood of all his crea-
tures is an end worthy the best, ag well as the
wisest of all Beings.  The various parts of the
creation of God are subservient one to the other.
The immense chain of being hag a vast number
of links, each one depending upon the other, and
the whole massy chain fastened to the throne of
God. Hence in the grand scale of being and ex-
istence, there is nothing deficient, nothing redan-
dant. Let not any then pretend to arraiga inf—
uite Wisdom, or prescribe limits for the track of
Omnipotence. The savage beast we dread, the
domestic animal that obeys our will, and the famby
we feed upon, joinllg and equally promote the
same great end. A Divine power and skil) was
requisite to the formation of the insect, whose
minuteness escapes our notice, as well as in the
huge structure of the stupendous and ¢ half-rea-
soning? elephant, The smallest reptile which
we tread upon, answers the puarpose for which its
existence is designed, as wellas the enormous
bulk of the whale, which requires a sea to sport
in, and yields ¢“rivers of 0il.”” The same crea-
tive power that formed the magnificent and re-
splendent plumace of the peacock, gave the bat
its form, and the owl the lizure which it bears.— |
The Amorican sea-scrpent, the prodigious wonder
of the mighty deep, is only a greater display of
the same power that gave life and being to the
shrimp Every atom and particle, from the most
refined substance (o the dullest clod, fill up their
due place in the order of things, and join together
in a beautiful harmony, to form that admirable
union which suppoits the whole, The coanexion
and order of the general scries of existence will
be as much broken, by awiking offone of tbe low-
est, as one of the npper links 5 for whatever i |
taken away, must leave a chasm which nothivg

but itself could fili up.



