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and arc of exquisite workmansbip, cxcccding most copper
coins, both ancient and modern." Croker the artist dcrivcd
lasting honour from them. On the fincst is peace in a car,
inscribed, IIPax tissa per orbe,,:." Another has Britannia
under aportai. Ail rcaders cf Swift'sworks mnust remtember
bis IlDrapers' Lctters," occasîoncd by the issue of a dcbascd
coppcr coinage in Ireiand. It would probably bave circula-
ted without coniplaint but for the Dean's cnergetic invectives,
which quickiy raiscd thc angcr of the Enicraid isianiders to
fevcr lieat, and, aftcr a short but violent struggle, thc obnox-
ious coppers were withdrawn. Anne's precicus farthings
arc in grcat rcqucst with collectors, and arc said ta fctch
their wveight in gold. The shilling of thc saine rcign-is also
a very fine coin. In the previous rcign, thc w bale coinage
cf the country wvas miserably debascd, and Mien Newton
becarne Mastcr of the Mint, in i6ý9, it wvas bis grand object
to restore its efficiency. In 1705, Mien lie was knighited by
Queen Anne, be had to a great extent accarnplisiied titis
laudable abject ; at ail events, the coin as restored by bis
labours rcrnaincd in circulation with little or no change
after the dcath of bis royal mistrcss up to the close of the
reign of George Hl.

The beavy coarse copper money, whicb now included pcnce
as welI as balfpence and farthings, wvas cornposed of a very
debased species cf copper, and often rcembled cast-iron
more than anything cisc. The pence, lialfpcncc, and far-
things, cf George II. were especially clumsy: five shillings
worth cf tbcm ivas quite a load, and thougb indispensable
as small change-for there were no silver pieces of a loîver
denomination than sixpence-it was quite an object ta,
escape sucb a burden in receiving or paying money. The
iran money of ancient Sparta seemed reproduced, recalling
to mind the Italiail painter who died front fatigue owing ta
the weight of a money paynlent. Late in the reign cf
George III., when my boyish recolilections cf copper money


