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less excellent in their execution, and fortunate indeed wvcre
the Romans in baving to followv such able guides, otherwise
their own excellence wvould ncver have bccn shown, as it
afterwards %vas, in respect to emblcms.

Having made our starting.point in the classic isies of
Greece, wve find that ancient country ivas composed of a
number of colonies forming one entire whole. These colonies
had each its own peculiarity, wvith which we becomc ac-
quainted by studying the Grccian mythological history;
hence arose the *emblematical representation of each colony
or community. Next we observe that it wvas aniongst these
corumunities that the first coins of which we have any
knowledgc wcrc issucd. The emblems of wvhich we' arc
about te, treat were irnpressed on thecir coins, and to thcse
very permanent nieans for preservation and for being handcd
down se truthfully te, us at the present time wve are indebted.
Thus, for instance, the ceins of Athens, wvhich wvere soe x-
tensively influential in a commercial point of view in those
ages of the worlds history, were well known to aIl trading
communities, and sought after and accepted by ail parties.
These coins had impressed upon tbem the emblem of the
goddess Minerva (the owl) on the reverse, and on the ob-
verse the head of the goddess, to, whom the cityw~as dedi-
cated. These symbols, separate or combined, were illustra-
tive cf the wlsdom and enterprise cf the Athenians On
similar grounds we find on the coins cf the city cf Argos the
welf's head ; on those cf iEgina the tortoise ; Macedon the
horse; Corinth and Carthage the Pegasus; whilst the
E.gyptian coins cf the Ptolemies had the bead cf Jupiter on
the obverse, and an eagle on the reverse, the latter being the
emblem cf Jupiter. Most of the above were amôngst the
earliest ceinage known.; and though it is generally supposed
that the coins of .Egina and Argos were the first cf aIl, it is
g1together uncertain which cf the Greek coins was the
earliest. I may as well mention here the shekel of the Jews,


