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ing ascertained results, as contrasted with {he
estimates ol MeColloeh aud other writers s

Lformer estimates  Ascertained.
1858, 18D,
Qrs. Qrs. Qr :.

Wheat....1,225,000..606,063..632,817
Burley. ... 1,800,000..054.950. . /‘)I,bH
Oatse ..« ..6.500,000.4,2831,789.3,758 893

Beans& Peas, 150,000. . 135,115, . 147,956

9.675,000 5,627,917 5,301,279
"T'he potato crop this year yiclded 732,141
tons, ngainst 529,945 tons in 1884 ([ the

“whole produce of the two last harvests in

seotland be reduced in tons weight, aud po-
tataes he fnefwcted, the result is found to be
that there is very little difference between
the 1wo; the year 18D having yichled
1,532,004 tons ol food for man and beast,
and the present year 1,592,604 tons,
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THE DOG.

It is no unpleasing employment to-study
the depree in which the several breeds of
dogs are not highly intelligent, but fitted by
nature for the partien’ar duty they have to
perforin. The pointer, the setter, the hound,
the greyhound, the tervier, the spamel, and
even the bull-deg, were made, and almost
perfected, by n.tore chiefly for one office
alone, although they may - he useful iv many
other ways.  'his is weli illustrated i the
sheep-dog.- 1 he be hut with his master, he
lies content, indiferent to every swrounding
ohjret, sremingly bnllusleep and bl awake,
rarely winghng with his kind, 1arely couit-
ing, and umr-mll) shrinking fram the notice
of u stranger; hut the momint the duty
calls, his <lwp) listly eye, baeomes hright-

ened 5 e engorly gazes on his master,
mqmn.s and cnmprl.\ ey ds all heis to do, amd,
springing up, gives himself to the thl]l.ll'g(‘
ol his duty with a sngaceity. and fidelity, and
devotion, too vavely equalled even by man
himsel.

Mr. James Hogg, the Bttrick Shepherd,
living in his carly days among the sheepand
their quadeuped attendants, and an acenrate
observer of nature, as well as an exquisite
poel, gives some ancedotes of the colley,
(the tlighland term for sheep-dog) with
which the reader will not be displeased.
“ My dog Sirrah,” says he, in aletter to the
aditor of Blackwood’s Edinburgh Magazine,

was beyond all comparison, 1hL best dog l
eversaw, Lo bad a somewhat sy and
unsocinl temper. disdaining all flattery, and
refused {o be caressed 5 but bis attention” to
wy commands and interest will never again
be equalled by the cavine race.  When I
first saw him, u drover was leading bim with
a vope. . [le wasboth lean and hunnrv and
far from being a beautilul animal ; for he
was almaost hl\l(.l\', and had a gritn ftcc,smp-
ed with dark brown. -1 Lhou-rht T perecived
a sort of sullen intelligeice in his counte-

. nanee, notwithstanding his dejected and for-

larn appearance, and | bought him. Llewas
searcely- a year old, and knew so litite of
herding be bad never turned a sheep in his

THE FARMER’S JOURNAL.

Jife ; but, as soon as he diseovered that it was
his duty to do so, and that it ablized me, T
can never forget with what anxiety and ea
gerness he le n'nul his different e\'olulmns H
and when L once made bim waderstend 7
divect’on, he never forgot or wistook it.”

On one night, a l.u-gn flack of Tambs that
were under the Ittrick Shepherd’s eare,
frightened by something, sernpered away in
three different divections -acvoss the hills, in
spite of all ‘that he could do to keep them
tozether, < Sirval,” said the shephecd
“they're o awa "’

It was too dark for the dog snd bix niaster
to see cach other at a constderable distanee,
but Siveah understoad him, wnd set oft after
the fugitives, the night passed on, and Hoge

s assistant traversed ever ¥ oue whlraurm(r
lull in ansious but fruitless searel for llu.
lambs 3 but he could hear nothing of them
nor of the dog, aml he was returning fo his
master with the doleful intelligence lh.\( he
liad lost all his lambs.” = On our way home,
however,” says he, ¢ we discovered nl |01‘ol'
fambs at the botiom ol o deep ravine called
the Tlesh Ch’uch, and  the indefutizable
Sirrab standing W front ol them, \ool\\n"
roundd for |x'hc but still true to his lerg(-
We concluded llmt it was one of the divis-
ions that Swralt had been mable to manage,
until he came to the commanding silua lmn.
But what was our .\slomslum,nl. when we
discovered that not oae lamb of the {lock
was missing ! How he lhad got ull the
Qivisions collected in the dark, is beyond my
camprehension. The charge was left entire-
ly to himself from lmdnmhl until the vising
suny and, if all the shoplm'i\ inthe forest
had been there to have assisted him, they
could not have effected it with greater
promptitwle, Al that T ean say is, that |
never felt so gratefnl Lo any ereature under
the s as 1did to wy honest Siveah that
morhing.” .

A shepherd, in one of his excursions over
the Grampian ITills to collect his seattered
Qlock, toak with him (s is @ frequetit prac-
tice, fo initinte them in their future business)
one of his children about four yeurs old.
After traversing his pastures for a while,
attended by his dog, he was compelled to
ascend a summit at some distance.  As the
ascent was too great for the child, he left
him at the botfem, with strict injunctions
not to move from the place. Seareely,
however, had he g.unul the height, \\llcnnne
of the Scotch mists, of l‘requem oceurence,
siddenly came on, and almost- changed the
day to night. . He returned to soek bis
child, but was unable to find him, and eon-
(~l\uled a long and fruitless scarch by coming
distracted o his colfage. Tdis poor dorr

also was missing in the general confusion,
O*\ the next marning by d\lj light he renew-
ed his search, but again he cane laek with-
ont his child. He found, however, that
during bis absence his dog had been homc
and, on receiving his allowanee of food, in-
stantly departed.  TFor fonr sneerssive d'\)s
the shephud continued his search with the
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same had (artane, the dog as readily coming’
lor his tiend and d&'p.mm«. Struek by this
singular cireumstance, he determined o
fallow the dog, who departed s usual with
biis piece of cake. "I animal led the way
fo a eaturaet at some distance from the spot
wheve the child bad Leen left. Tt was a
rugged and abmost perpeadienlar descent
which the doy took. and-he dis ppeared in o

eave, the mowth of whieh was almost -on o
tevel with the torrent, The shepherd with
dilliculty fotlowed 5 hut, on enteving: the

savern, what were his cwotions when he
belield the infant eating the cake which the.
dog had just brought (o hitn, while the fuith-
Gl aniimial stond by, eyeing: his yonns ch ron
witls the ulmost comp! .unv) ! From the
situation in which the child was found, it
appeaved thut he had wandered o the brink
of the precipive, and then either fallen or
serambled down—the torrent preventing his
re-ascent.  Phe dog by means of bis scent
had traced him to the spol, and afterwards
prevented him from starving by giving up a
part, or, perhaps, the whole of his own daily
allowance. o ar pears never fo have
quitted the child night or day, cxcept for
food, as he was seen nmnmvr at full speed to
and from the cottage.”

Mr. Hogy says, and very trly, that o
single .sln'ph(nl and his dog will .xccomphch
move in gathering a flock of sheep from a
Uightand farm '’ twenty shepherds could
do without dogs ; in fact. that without lus
docife animal, the pastoral lifeTwonld he a
meve blank. It would require more bands |
to manage a flock of sheep, gather them
from the hills, force them into houses and
lolds, and drive them to markets, than the
profits of the whele fock would be eapable
of maintaining. . Well may the shepherd fect
an interest in his dog ;3 he'it is indeed that
earns the family bread, of which he is him-
self content with the smallest movsel ¢ always
grateful, and always veady fo exert his ut-
most abilities in his master’s interests.
Neither hunger, futigue, nor the worst (veat-
ment will drive him from his side, and he will
follaw him through every hardship without
wurwring or repining. - 1 one of them is ob-
liged to clmnﬂ(. masters, it is sometinies long
before e will acknow ledge the new owner,
or condeseend to work for him with the will-
ingness that he did for his former lovd 5 but,
it he onee acknowledues h\m he vonhnms
attached to him until (lc.xlh.

We will add another story ol' the colley,
and proceed. b illusteates the memory of
the dog. A shepherd was emplayed in
bxmr-mn up some . mountain  sheep from
W (-<(\|m\'el.nul, and took with bim o young
shieep-dog who had never made the journcy

» Anmals of Sporting, vol. viii. p. 83.

j# The Ritrick Shepherd has prabnbly speken
somewhatl ton enthusiastically of his dog; but
aceounts of the shgaeity and ninwost superlusnan fi-
delity of this dog crowd so |.x)mll) upo us that we
are compelied 16 adntire apd tove him,t — Hegg's
Sheplierd’s Calender, vol ii. p. 308. '




