
addressed t hlim in a girlishb hand. It reminded hm that he
hadtbat oveniig promised ta mét one Mary Vyner at Oxford
Cirdui, at elght o'clock. It then wantcd but twenty inuteos
t6lcight sou clwt inte the Strand and mountèd an monnibus
which would Lake hlm puet the spoit.

is a dreadful thing to confes, but Mary Vyner was a mil-
liner's assistant in Vigo Street> Regent Street. I am afraid I
inust add that Ralph warren bad never been properly intro-
duced to ler; and while I am, about it, I -nay 'as well admit
that he was in the habit of meeting her about tvice a week, in
the evening, tao, at ciglht ò'clock, and of taking lier ta a
theatre ,he was on the frce list everywhere) or somne other
place o amusement, where they beguiled the Lime until
eleven, when Mary Vyner hiad to report herself i Vigo Street,
This is all very shocking indeed, and quite indefensible, and,
indeed, theonly thing thatanybody could find to.say in pal-
liation of iLs atrocity was that Mary Vyner waa, on the -whole,
a very good little girl, that Ralph Warren, although a free
liver, was not nn utterly unconscientious scamp, and that al-
though thuy had known each other for about two years, no
harn had 'ever Corne, or was ever likely to come, of their
meetings. I don't meanu to say that Mary Vyner's was alt-
gother a perfect character ; she was rather thoughtless, rather
too fond of admiration perhaps, and certainly imprudent in
allowing Ralph Warren to meet ber, time after time, without
ascertaining how ho proposed that these meetings should end.
But notwitlstanding this, Mary Vyner was a quiet, modest,
lady-like little girl, whose greatest fault was an absolute de-
votion to, and an overwlelmirig belief in, the nerits of the
rather gracel.ss young gentleman who was then on bis way to
micet her. She had learnt ta love film with aIl the fervour
that her blind little heart was capable of; and if he did not
reciprocate ber attachmnent ta its full extent, ho was stili a
great deai too fond of Mary Vyner to do her any deliberate
Iyrong. So these heedless young people met, and met, and
met again, and beyond the fact that it was very shocking
and bighly improper, no harma whatever had bitherto comne
of it.

Ralph Warren was in r sme perplexity. H11 hardly kuew
how to break the important news to Mary Vyner, and still
lecs did he know how to ar.t with reference to ber, now that
bis position was so materially altered.

Mary," sid lie, when they met,, lI've good ard bad news.
My grandfatber is -dea."

Mary had never beard of bis having a grandfather, for War-
ren had purposely kept the aristocratic features of his family
bistory a secret from her. However, ho didn'tseem very much
distressed, and Mary condoledwith him in the usual form
She was so matter-of-fact as to wind up by asking Singlerton
whether bis position would be at ail improved by it.

"4 Very considerabIy. He was Lord Singleton, and my
father was his second son.'

fat rd Singleton Then there is only one between youc
fathcr and the titie 7"

There is not one. My father's elder brother died with my
grandfather, and my father takes the peerage."

iYor father Lord Singleton ? Oh, Ralph, you never tolc
me th-s ?"

IWhy should 1? It would have frightened you away from
ie.,,

It would. Oh, Ralph, you won't fTave me-say you won'I
leave Ine Promise me that.11 said poor little Mary, with ber
eyes full of ears.

If1 must leave you for a short time ta go to Singleton-Tay
father's place ; but-I will return."

They walked on in silence. It was pretty eident that they
would "assist" at no theatre that night.

il Ralph,"said she. after a -pause, "1you niay go away fror
me if you like, and I will never, never follow yon or trouble
you again. I have loved you, oh, so much,sa muchl1 and 1
think I shall never be.happy again if you go ; but do go, dear
Ralpb, if you tink it beat. I shalibe dreadfully sad and
duil at first-oM" (bursting into tears) "how sad and dull 1
shaft hie11

ILittle Woman 1 said Ralph, placing her hand in bis
wasquite dark), IIdon'tcry se terribly. Come into the Park
and we will talk this over."

I am afraid that when Ralph went to meet Mary Vyner thai
night, h hlad made up his mind that that meeting must bc
their last. But the Little Woman's sobs lad mnoved him
and ho telt that the tie between them was net to btie s easily
broken.

"lListen,' said ho, inpiilsively, but yet with n quiet "forci
that astouiished hLim, "I nover openly told you that I loved
yeu, because I never thougbt--well I didn't expect to be ove
able ta rarry any one. But if yoe will have me, Littlt
Woman, now that my prospects are brighiter-if you will tak
me with all my faults, as I am-wo wilj be married, privately
as soon as the affaire connected with tny grandfather's, and

deaths arc settled.'
...ad still. Little Woman laid ber fair young fac

. hie strong chest, and he, bending his bead, kissec
the big brown eyes that lookedi up se trustfally into hi
own.

And this was the plightiug of Ralph Warren ta Mar)
Vyner.

CHAPTER 111.

LnYT JULIA AND KaU RfVAL.

RALpn WAiaERN went down to join his father at Singletoi
the next day. The meeting of the two wuas curions enough
Lord Singleton had neither seen net eard from Ralph since
that orratic young man left bis government appointment tU
seek his bread as a journalist. As Lord Singleton's fathe
had "isolharged" hini on the first occasion of his runnin
counter to his will, se did hedischarge hi. son. It was a par
of the fanmily code, supported by many precodente, that errinj
second trons.should be discarded at the, first opportunity, unti
morne important. familv convulsion rendered it ne easary tha
tbey should b forgiven. The death of the old lord and hi
eldest son, snd the consequent succession of Colonel Warrer
ta th peorage, %vas an event of euilicient importance to briti
father .Ad son toget.her again. Tbey werc extremely gentl
manly, ad, indeed; courtuous Vo anc another at firut, but tii
dlgnified atel of things at length relapsed juto a more col
toleration of aone another's presence. ThIe he-alth ef the poo
crippled older son wras failing fas and it Boon becamie eviden
that the e-jourualist waould in ail probability succeedi te thi
stylo, tiLle, anîd estates of Lard Singleton.

Se It becamea necessary that lia should mnarry, and muarrJ
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well, and the lady selected for hini by his father was that jo Singleton. With a beating'heart abs iaqulrod for Ralph
haughty, irnperions beauty, Lady Julia Doriner, the only and was told that ha had jut lefatr expectedly for tapCn-,
daughter of the Earl of Sangazure, K.G., Lord-Lieutenant of tinent, and it was not«known whe liepwould return. She theneth County, and Honorary Colonel of the Turniptopshire asked the way to Sangazure Hall, and flnding tur. it was sin
Yeamanri'. milles distant, shc hired a tmp at the.lunnand. drove there asàIf I have convoyed the impression (and I am afraid 1 bave) fmeas siee c hul dc r the flyma ta taken ler.
that ali this was arranged the day after Ralph's arrival at At Sangaz'ure she learnt that Lady Julia Damner wu very.Bingleton, I must stop to correct. It was the work of fifteen unwell, and unable to see any one, butu asending a message
months. I should like to have couveyed some notion of that to thé-effect that ber business waascf the deepet importance,
interval of time by expatiating at considerable length upon Lady Juil:.. consented to see ber. Little Wsarnaoubigrliart,
the demeanour of Lord Singleton and bis son on stepping sud- bounded within ber as she was usihered into lier presence.
denly fron the gloom of almost pennilesa obscurity into the Lad: Julia was a very beautiful wonan, with a marbie facefull blaze of nobility, wealth, and county distinction. Ishould and blue-black bair, and Little Wornan felt lier blood rushlike to have told how the new lord made himnself utterly ridf- home as she looked upon her magnificent rival. But she didculous at firat, how, by slow degrees, he arrived at something not cry-slhe was too excited for that she stood l the centrelike a proper appreciation of the form of conduct which was of the room, with one hand pressed tu >ber heart, ad breah-
expected of him, and how eveutually he subsided into a fairly ing heavily, as one who had overtaxed lier strenKth in rn-
respectable type o a wealthy but rather foolish county swell. ning.
I should like to show hoir Ralph also made all sorts of blun- "Who are you ? what do yocuwant with me''" asked Ladyders at first, more particularly in the matter of field'sports and Julia.
other cogutty amusements, with whichL he was of course wholly "lI have corn all the way from town to sec yo ; forgiyeunfamailiar. Iowever, ho bad'more of the natural gentleman me-I am so unbappy 1" gasped poor Little Wornan.
about him than his father, and at the dinner-table or in the 'But what business bave you with me? I ar aun el, anddrawing-room bis behaviour wus unexceptionable. I should may not be intruded ipon without good cause."
also like to haye shown how, at firat, he corresponded regular- "lLady Julia, I went first to Singleton, but Le mas netly (though secretly) with Mary Vyner--how Little Woman's there."w
eyes grdually, though surely, opened to the fact that Ralph Lady Julia started.
eas slowly "getting out of itV;" how she bore bis faithlessness "Hias your business any connection with Mr. Warren 7at.first with a sham pride' which did not ait ut aIl comfortably Little Woman nodded affirmatively---she had no breath toon lier homely little shoulders, and how the sham pride even- Fpeak with.
tually broke down and left her as weeping, beart-broken, de-. "Speak out-don't be afraid; ilet me tno everything."serted, and hopelese a Little Woman as any in wide London. The proud woman seemed strangely agitated, aithougli herBut there are other matters more immediately.to the point, countenance stil ewore the samne coldmarble rigidit as ihenand I must not run on to long. Mary first entered the room. It was in the hoaving ef thatLady Julia Domner was, as I have said, a cold, imperious magnificent bust, and the nervous clutching of those long firmbeauty. Her father was an impo-verished peer,.who hoped, by fingers that Mary aw that lier words had %vorked some extra-. an alliance with the wealthy Warrens, to secure a becoming ordinary effect on her rival.
position for his only daughter. Lord Singleton saw; clearly "I am Mary Vyner-he loved mxne. Oh i I'm sure lie lovedenough, that bis county position would stand all the more me; giva him back to me1 Oh, Lady Julia, have mercy upon
strongly for the shoring-up that it woiild derive from an me !'
alliance with Lord Sangazure's family. Ralph, completely- "e loved -ro1"
cut off frora his old associ' esou, and anxious to gain a good foot- "Oh i so welH; but that was long ago, mhen he as poor.ing in bis new position, diidn't much care whom ho married, so e left me on his grandfather's death, pronising te cornethat that end was obtained. So the marriage was determined back and marry me; but ho never came, and I have been seupon, and ail parties were >atisfled. ill1"

In justicet to Ralpb, I must admit that is desertion of poor Little Womuan's tears came now.
Mary Vyner was not unattended by some serious qualms of " You should not. bave corne here to seek your paramour. consciecre. Hge thougit often and often of the poor little
girl read over and over egain the long touching letters that "The tears stopped, frightened away by the indignunt flashshe wrote upon it-s becoming evident to lier that Le was of Little Woman's eyes. Lady Julia zaw that she had made scasting her otf. But a sense that a public acknowledgment of mistake.
ber as his wife was out of the question, and moreover that he 1 beg your pardon," said she I; "I spoke in bot blood. Mr.r bad gone too far with Lady Julia to render it possible that ho Warren is not here ; it will perhaps be somne consolation tocould break it off with lier without bringing himself into public you to learnthat he and 1 are utter smtangers from this day.y contempt, reconciled him. to some extent, to the course of Ho hlas just left Singleton, anid will never return."conduct le was pursuing. " Left yon

1 ie was not happy in his courtship of Lady Julia. He Lad "Left me. It is enough for you to know that. If it willalways preferred the pretty to the maguificent, and lier little tend to restore your peace of mind to larn that Mr. Warren lac brother's plump gcoverneEs was very much more te his mind. nothing whatever to me- "
Lady Julia began by treating him rather coldly, but she mas The tears in lier proud ayes belied it, and she turned asidet a clever and intensely appreciative woman, and the singular to bide them. But they came all the more for that althougl

r charm of Ralphl's conversation eventually exercised an ex- sihe strove with all the force of her strong will to repressfraordinary fascination over lier. Sho began by rather dis- thea. A last she bent lier head upon the arm of the sofa ony liking him than otherwise--she ended by loving him with as which she was sitting, and let them have ther way.much devotion as ber cold, undemonstrative nature was Little Woman crept tim-idly to her side, and with fear uadyjcapable of. trembling took her noble rival's band. Lady Juli& did notThe first novelty of the thing over, Ralph found. that the withdraw it.
a fetters of a. forned engagement bored h'im ;fearfully. The "Lady Julia, you are a lady of hlgh rank, I am a poor mil-eternal rides and drives-always with the same companions-: liner's girl; don't let me forget that in what I am gcig tothe eternal congratulations-always in the same formu of say. 1 loved Ralph (I must call him so) devotedly; I lover words ; the eternal evenings at Lord Sangazure's, each a re- him still, or I should not b here. Before lie quitted me,J plica of its predecessor, came to be looked upon -by him with each day was an earthly life that died and left me in heaven.1 a fceling little short of aversion. He contrived to maintain He was so good to me, so kind to me, so trua te me ; he wasau outward serablance of affection; but it was a hollow sham, so clever and I so common-place. He left me to go to Single-t anld lie knew it. Hi& uneasiness was aggravated froma time to ton, and I have never seen him since. I have been true totime by receiving, at long intervals, letter Ifrom Little Woman, bim-who would not be ?-I have waited and .waited for hini,·written ini pasioiate burts of grief. imploring him to sand believed in him through the long drear days 'and the colct ber soie sign,,if it was but a glove that he Lad wor. But black nights-through a long,elong illnesswhi ch nearlykillede Ralph could never make up his mind to open them-lhe kissed mie--through my slow recovery-even through the knowledge, then sud tore them up as they were. that he vas on bthe point of beingi married to you. I lovedHe was altogether in a very unsatisfactory statuofi mind. him in my humbl, way as devotedly as you could have done.He endeavoured at one time to revive the oldhappy Bohemian I .suffered when he left me as yen suffer now. Dear Ladye days by inviting Dick Pender, who wrote sporting novels, and Julia, I came here in hot ange.r to upbraid you for haviug tornd two or three other "Aged Pilgrims," do wn to Singleton, but my love from me;; J remain to tell you how well I know how
r the scheme failed. Diclk Pnder was wortii nothing on horse- to sympathize with your bereavement, and to beg of you toe bnck, and the others spent the whole day in the billiard-room, pardoninme for having broken in upon you with my selfish
e and the evenings passed in a sort of genteel martyrdom on sorrow at such a time."
, the drawing-roonm ottomans, listening to vapid county poli- Lady Julia bont lier beautiful head upon Little Woman'sd tics and stable talkloi which they-understood neyer one houlder. Aill sense of animosity, all distinction of rankwms

word. Dick Pender .made many notes on sporting subjects, swamped by their common grief.
e of which he eventiually made profitable use, but the others " We are sisters in our sorrow. God bless you, Mary-Vyner
d gainednicither profit uor pleasure by the visit, and it ivas never for vour sympathy. You must lave -ne now ; but take this
hi repeated. ring, which may serve to renind you of the strange bondTo retucru to Mary Vyner. The Little Woman feli danger- between us. Now go, but omie and sece me wben I am
y ously sick shortly after her discovery of Ralph's faithlessness, stronger."

and it became necessary that she should have country air; so And Little Woman, with ber hot sorrow straungely chastened,
she spent six mnonths with her only relation, an uncle, who hurried back to town.
farmed a considerable number of acres in South Wales. She
never breathe& to any one the real cause of ber illuess, and
wlcnu at length se recoYered, and returned ·to Vigo Street to And thore she found, at last-, a letter from Ralph. A hot,
her work, it was.supposedi by lier companions that lier at-tach- fevered Itter, written uider a passionate impulse-a letter that

i me'nt lto Ialph Warren was a thing altogether of the past, and toil er how hei had longed for lier throughout his engage-
. er quiet, subdued demeanour was ascribed by them to the ment to another, hov her form had been in his min ail day,

e effect of the serious illness from w.hich she had barely re- and in his eyes all night, how he hald chafed under the fetters
o covered. But Little WomAn's thoughts estil rlen on the clever h lad - woven for hinself, how he had freed himself fron
nr sapegrace wloi Lad lefthe. She made all sorts of excuses to them at one reckless bound, and how he would be at the old
g herself'for bis dosertion, and hoped and prayed tlhatb day t.rystiug place at the old time that night.
t would come when hewould rcturn to hier. It was sillyenough And Little Woman kent the appoiutnient.
g in Little Wenian to think such a thing possible, but in lier
il seclusion in South Wales she Lad not heard of his engage-
t ment and, for auglt she knew, le might be out of England, AIl whoadmire Paris--and their name is legion-will regret
s and so lier letters might not have reached him. . the decision whicliM. Jules Ferry has felt himself obliged to
n- - But the youmng ,ladies t the establislhment in-Vigo Street taike in order t-o obtain firewood. The trees of the capital are
g subscribed to take in the Vinee, and in the" colunmns tofthat to be sacrificed, and already the axe is laid to the root of many
- paper rhe read one day tlhat the alliance between the Hon. a fine old clm and a plane treo w'hicli for many lustres h'ave
s Ralph' Warreni snd Lady Julia Douner, irlwichl had for soine added to the emnbellislhment et his city and afforded citizens
d r ime beenu in contemîplation, was definuitely dlxed td taike place. grateful shade lu the tierce sumumer. It ls teo be hoped that
n aL Sangazure Hall, lier fathler's seat, oni the 15thi cf the ensinlg tl e hatchet will be plied with discrimination, sud that the
t month, and that tho festivities on t-hat OCeasionu mers te be ou eular timiber lai the Jardin des Plantas sudi the gardens of
e a scale ef surpassing splendeur. the Luxemîburg andî the Tuileries illibe spared. : na must

.She was anx impulsive litlie girl. Shceuonl waited to get> havé madàé up its mind to anuy sacrifice since it submiUts wit-h.
y le-ave of absence fi-onm t-he Lady Suuperior, and off the started out a mnrmuur to e hornaim cf hait its beauuty.
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