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11And, indoed, I don'tcar6 for it lnuthe leaet,
». you muet permit me ta decline your kindnesu,
witb thanku. I arn going out prsently-l shall
am*oke then."

ilDo you not intend to ueo Mr. Ashton."
'It lu not neceseary. We are indiffereut ac.quaintantu-nothing 

more."
'4What' do you think ef him t"sairs Kite,

leaning ber lbaw on the table and supporting
ber cheek with her hand, while ber eyes meet
thome of ber companion with a teady, question-
Ing regard. Il Ioho not very disagreeable, very
worldey, and very selfisb 1"

'IlVY ubemt to know hlm so well, that. I think
you hardly need ta ask my opinion," F'enwick
amnswers thinking, esuho speaku, what liquid
well of liglit are the eyea gazing into hiu own.
"4Hoelà very mach of a glaciei. I arn pretty
sure t6Lteba hever carod, snd nover will tare,
'for an"yone but himoeif."l

"How odioze snob people are! lIarn ertain
1 shai dialike hlm oxceedingly. What di peo.
'ph wthout heurts care ta live for, 1 wonder 1"

IlHave Yom nover beard the recipe which
smre cynmc gave for enoyiug lifé--a bard heart
and a good digestion,.'.. la it not tange that anybody coald think
sucb a thlng 1 Why, even ta love a dog lu bot-
ter than ta love nothing-which reminds me"
remenbering snddenly thut;the conversation is

vergfng on dangerous gronnid>"tkat Filippo hue
not had bis dessert. Ho je devoted to al monde,
and lhe shall have smre at once. Bnt where is
the scaup t",

The soam p in qiuestion te Mise Brooke's pet
poodie, ta wbomn Kate is very kinul, ani who re-
tanUs this kindnee with the &dorlng fonduess
in wbicl< the canine nature excoîs.

ilW-f left hlm in the drawing.room, 1 tbink,"
Pouiok maya. " Shall 1 ring for Oàcar ta bring

'l Prha issBrook. miglit not like ta be
ifOscar wil nly open the door and caîl the

dcg." He risse and rings the bel l. IlWby
should you flot bave what you want, b'i it
Filippo or aything eise ?

"pu spot. Me dreadfully," msie aye. 4"It
tg nôt ood for î'eople alwaye ta huv what they
wunt.'

Il1e it not!1 WeIl, the Most af us have no.
tbing te complain af In that way. But yon
should want nathing, if I could order alPthinge

a faa swift, graceful glance to hie lace.e
"fou are kiadnese itsoif, " ah. soas.,

"And how olten muet 1 tell you that one de.
serres no credit for being kind ta you ?" lie askq,
with a curesing mmie..

"'Oh, 1arn not sure af that," she says, bluili-
ing quickly, 41though it le true that I have aI.
=my been one of the luckieut girls lu the warld

lthtrespect. Sa many people-"
Bhk. breaks off abruptly ase Oscar opens the

dmo. And ut this morent-whiie-tbe hanlle
lu stillin iei bs bnd-it chances that the draw.
ing.room door, jut opposite, *penm, and the
mysterlous visitor comea out into the bail.

Kate giv.. one giance, and ses that it ii a
man, a young mma, apparenthy. -,"ore thun
this s doos Dot ueo ; for Miss Brooke maya
sbarply, IlOscar 1" and Oàcar, turni>ng, closes
the. dining-room door beforé advancing ta lot
théetruger ont.4

He lu a Young man, au, Kate hau perceived,
sud a vory impotuone one ln hie mavementu;
for, as h. pasmes rapily ont af the hau", ho
ruas sgainst and almoot knocku down an elderly
gentleman wbo je deiiberately aucen ling the
portico stepe. Mttering a brief 41Excuse me,"
he humres on, iaviniz the other to recover
bae.ath at bis leïouro. Fust us le waikx, how.
ever, ho cannot leave bekind the umitry of the
moeo whlch the o pning of the dining.roorn
disclosed. It wss li-ke oute beautiful, glowing
pitare--ricli coloring, briglit iight, the festive.
looking table, and above anl that radiant, glit.
terinè figure, round wihicb ail the reot were
grouped as emre accessorles, the lovehy, spark-
fing face, the careisse giance ai the eyes-al
nmepliotograpbed on hie mnd s if drawn ln
Uinos of tir.

Meaunuhle, tbe gentleman who wau noarly
knoeked down, having recovered himeoif smre.
what, maye irssoibly ta Oscar, ilWlio the devil
lu that persan, and what don ho mean by rush-
ing ont of a bouse la sncb a hoadlong way T",

1 do't know air, who ho l, " Oàcar anawera.
"Inover saw hlm before."
,:ilhope I shall nover use himagain," aya
li.Aston-for it le ho-wltb a growl. If I

open grato fihhsd witb glowing coai. I1wau
nearly demohisheal by smre impotuane visitar lu
the act of doparture--anal I am.sincerehy glad
that it wau departure."

mi6Ah, you met the-young man, thon," says
Miss Brooks. IlYes, ha is vory imptuos-un.

fortuuately no, iudeed. Oscar, lot Misa Law-
ronce know that Mr. Ashton lu ber.."

CHAPTER XXXIII.
"'Ail that lu womau la adored

lu thy fair self I lid-
For thie whole max eau but afford

Tbe buadeothe sud lb. klnd"

Mise Lawrence makea no long tarrying bofore
ber àppearaucs in the drawing-room. Mr.
Ashton lias nat more than uettled thoroughly lai
bis chair, with a cosefortable ssonaIofpheasant
surroundinga, and preparod ta rendor himseof
agrseable ta Mima Brooks, with whom ie lis
rnany acquaintunceA, and mauy recollections of
places and pople, in coruman, when the door
opens, and lihe turua hie baud reluctantly.
There la no ans concerning whorn le fbols loe
curionity-no one, lu fact, wliom he regards
witli mare ai a feeling ai boredau nnoyace-
than thia nnknown niece, whorn ihe aioflut.
been obligeal ta consider a little. Fr.rn Florida
Vuughn's account lie expecta ta ses a rather
pretty but gauche rustlc-and -heuven sud
earth!1 what lu thie ?

Cun this beantiful, sately creature, with the
bearlng and step of a youug Dianu, ho the girl
who, withont any 111advantageu," lime shot up
like a wild.flower umongç fox - hunters and
hounds T As ah. crosses the floor, ber glittor.
ing, mining draperismes se a fit adorumeut for
ans no fuir and gruceful. 'lier face is 1k. a
flower lu ita vivid calor, the beantiful eyea
uhlue, the delicately-cut lips curvo luto a smile.

lnvoinntarily Mr. Ashiton riesu and mukes bis
mont courtiy bow. I<lu it poseible that thia lu
Kato r' ho ay-for Mise Brooke, wbo la enjoy.
ing the scOD, wihi flot diturb it by a word.

IYem, it le Kate," the girl auuwera, in ber
aweet, freSb voico. I 1arn glud ta make your
acquaintauce, Uncle Ashton. How do you
do r't

She pute ber leuder hund into that ai thie un.
ch. who basuenver seen ber befor., and hooka
ut hlm witli the arne ateudy glaue which guzed
at Mr. Lawrsnco's frank, kind face four years
ago.

The face ut which she looks now lu a very
different one-as différent tram the other as two
faces, bath belongiug ta aducatod humunity,
eau poseibly ho irnagiusd. It wus haudmome lu
youth, it la tiil weli preserved, with huir and
whiskerm curefully dyed light brown, cold gray
eyes thut rsmind Katu ai Mr. Yaughu's, und
chearly definod bMatures ai the aquilins type.
For the reat, Mr. Ashton hum a spare, under-
siz.d figure, crupuhously weil dreseed, and the
seunners of a man ai the worh 1-au bis uext
words testify:

IlYou must pardon nuy surprise. I expectod
ta se a littie girl, aunI I find u magnifieunt
young lady. 1 amn happy ta maike yoasr acquaint.
unce, my deur nmecs, sud only regret that 1 amn
mo lato in muking it."

IlThunk yon," umys Kate, gracioualy. 1 will
lot hlm ueo thut I uam not quite a savagd,'" mh.t
thinku. I"It eema a test ai civihization ta be
speciuhly polite ta people one dilikea."

"lMise Vaugin seiglit bave told you that
Kate was not sxactly a little girl," ays Misa
Brooks.

IlAlè, yen, Mise Vaughn," ays Mr. Aqhton,
seating himself ugain. IlShe apoke of Kate,
certainly ; but wornrrdrly enfer into 'letai
with regard ta the attractions of ather womn.
Asliton wus moresastiefuctory, but flot enthusi.
atic-which lu euily awucntoalfor, 1 suppise,"
ho udds, with a light amile af cy 'ical amuse.
ment. '«Hoewaïs not fortunate enougli ta pieuse
yon, Miese Kate r'

"«No," auuwere Kate cui'nhy, 114lie diti not
pieuse mo ut l."

"#Yet ho bas ploaaod a good rnuny other wo.
mon," suym ber unche, regtridiug hsr with a sur-
prie hch, master ai himsehi au ho lu, ho c tu-

ntaltaoter concoal.
"Bttastsdiffjr you kuow," sys the g*ri.

1< diaiiked hlm frose the firât, and I ionnd
aftorwurd that rny instinct was very wehi juiti-
fied."

41Instincts ai the kind geuerualhy fini nmre
meana ta jumtiiy themiolves," aya Mr. Aubton.
"lThe wiseut thing ta do is r ta ka peo ple us you

find them, and form nlo ilea ai their c b auctori.

that tho people wlio livs thero are very cbarm-
ing," says Mr. Ashton, with the fainteat possible
tinge aifrnockery underhying the auavity ai has
tane, "lbut stili, a plantation la-a plantation;
sud yau-I nover flatter, pray undoertand-
wonld h. pressutable auywliere."

Wbihe Kate lauglia. Mise Brookes ays:
IlThe child's manuer le vsry good, 'and ahe

would have hud it under any circumastancea, I
think, for it is inherited fronselber father."

"Ah1" -Mr. Ashton bonda hie heud a littis.
"Very probabhy. She le like biq family lu por.
sonal appourauco."

dots' I arn a tborongb Lawrence," ramarks
Kute, with un air that maya, plaluly au yards,

1 arn very glud ai it."
do You are like my iumiiy alsa, ilu me re-

rpects," maya lier uncle, who underatande vliut
he meaus ta imply, aud is ased b y it. Mors

sud mare lu ho pleasel by the lavelya sirite&
creaturs vho holde lisr owu mo well with him.
IlGood Heavonus 1liow couid I imagine as
would be like thia 17"lho thinku. d"If I lied.
claimed bier, ah. might have hoon a credit ta
me anywhere."

I dou't se how thut eau be," aners Rate,
glauciqg frorn bis face ta the refloction ai bier
own in-a mirror opposite. "lBut there le a de-
cidod fumily likouss etavesu youirushf sud Mr.
and Mise Vaughn," ube udda.

At thie point Mie Brooks, thinklng that the
conversation is hocorning rather taa personai,
mukea a divesioln.

doh hope you meuta apend sme time witbus, andl give Rate the opportuuity ta know yon,
Mn. Ashtou," uhe sys, with that fine ainconity
whicb characterizes two-thirds ai the phetaqaut
speeches ai society.

do. -Ihaîllho bore for a bey duys, not longer,"
unswers Mr. Ashton. "M ise Vauglin, who has
been kinal enougli ta came witli me," hoe goos
on, uddreseing Kate, Ildoeired me ta presut ber
regarda ta yad smy thut mli. yul caîl ta-seor-
row seoruing ut any liaur wbeft yau wyl be dis-
ougagod."

"Mise Vanglin I-as s ewith yon r' cries
Kate.

IlShe lu vith me-sud ber mother aima. Bo)tl
ladies deuire very mncb tase you."
. It being impossible for Kate ta reciprocato this*dosiW, ashemaya uothiug, until Miss Brooks ug-
geste thut shé bus not narnsd au hour wben abe
will be diaeugagsd.

"'Oh, any -hour wihl do," she asaers."
h1ave no engagement ut aIl for ta-seorrov moru-
ing.

1fr ia an the tip ai Miss Brooke'a tonîue ta
Bay, IlStihi you bad botter nase aunlour,* lion
luckily a second thouRht occurs ta bier, sud she
restrains the words. Anytbiug wihl ho vwelcome
that koopa Rate lu durng the aboIe ai the next
searning-uud an indefiuite engagement must
perforce do this. Juat thon a peaî ai the door.
bell e 1los abrply through the bous, andl Rate
maya ta hersehf :

doSoeebody l,4e cming-whst a relief V"
Two momobodies apper-beth young mon,

wliom uho roceivs ith s cc rdilty which lu aI-.
maut effauive. do'Sa charmeal ta bOO yau 1" she
ays, houking inmpartiuhly ut bath, mo thut it la
impossible for either ta apprapriaco the compli-ment exciumivehy. dI o 1gan ta fear that fia ono
wau coseing ta sey reacue," ah. gos on witb a
low laugh, wbsn tbsy bave aeated themuehlpu
one dn each aide ai bier. IlDid you over make
the aoquaintance ai au unclo vbose you liud
nover seen boforo?1 That la vbat I have besu
doing this evening-und naturally some diver-
.-ion in the order of entertainrnsut la not disa-
greoalie."

4" We are bappy ta cs-)e vben y,)u bave nesal
ai ns," auweris one ai the young meen, "but lu
it possible that you have nover aeen your ncle
hefore r'

Il Nover belore, so vo bave necesaariiy a
hîrasîteal number ofai utjecte upon whicb ta con-
verse-anal those are hy thia tise exusted.
Therefore, you cun begin at once sud tell me
morne Dico bit ai g.iasip."I

The tva.yauug cavaliers, uawise loth, pro.
ceed ut anc. ta mako thoînselves ugreouble, andl
Mr. Ashton vutchea the scene vith observant
sys, while talking ta Misa Brooke. It la not
brom uuy special intereut lu Kate thut he doos
sol but bocauîe it la the kind ai sceno that lie
likes ta vaîch, juat au bie bikes ta ses a welh-met
Society oomedy au the boards ai a theatre. The
prettily dreused girl vitb ber tva attendants is
ta bise a picture, and hoe appreciatea thoroughly
the aparklirg hnîghtnesî ofaiber sades, the ready

and ta e as e ha sk thia question, that Misa
Broake le for a moment diacoucerteal. Thon, re-
cavering hersef, as aavswes " Il bave no
intention ai doiug anything with ber. Slein l
spendiug the aintor witb me us sey guest andl
ouînpanion-and I hope that aur companion.
ship viilnat sud with thie vinter. I trust ta
take ber ubroal with me uext ping."

'Stlll au guest sud casepanian, 1 suppose T'
"That yull depenal entirehy npon circun:~

stance-," as replies, a litthe haugtily-ian it
occurs ta ber that, buviug neglected has niece
duning ahI ber life, Mn. Ashton bas no right ta
seake binîseif disagreeabie ut this iste day.

Ilionl nat like ta interiore vith yonr
chaissas a diacoverer," aya thut gentleman,
"lbut ib you can agreo ta reinqulali Rate for
part ai the vinter, I shahlho .glad. Mise
Vaughnin launxlaua for ber ta puy a viait ta
lier."

IKate must anaver tht for heret-1," aya
Misa Brooke.

IWbat is that I must unaver T'ske Rata,
looking acrosa the room.

"11W. viii let you knov ta-seorrov, rny dean,"
replies Mr. Ashton.

CHAPTER XXXIV.

"Uuies& you nau thluk, vhar tbm og ia doue,
No other ia oft lu tbe rhythm;

Uulamm yon eau terni, vbsu loft by one,
Tbat ail mou aima go wltbhlm;

Uuiesm yon kuow, vbanunupraimed by blm breath,
That yonr baauty imaoir vantm Provuir ;

Unle yoau s mar,* For lifa, for deatb '
Oh, four to a ul i oviug."

Miss Brooke keepu ber avu counol with re-
gatrd ta the mysterious visitor vha precodeal Mn.
Aubton ; vbich is easy ta do, ail Rate féess no
curiaaity on the auhjct She was surpniseal for
s moment vben the aopeniug door disclomeal the
figure lu thp hall, but vhen Fenwick aid, cars-
hesely, I"Sases up,,icant for chunity, very likely,"
ube dim'nisaed the niattor irose her mind. Ap.
plicauta for cbarity ans nurnerous-for aiflier
ahundanco Mise Brooke givea iiberaliy -sd it
vas not improbable that this ahonilb aoue ai
these.

So completely bus the uffain vanisbsd Irose
ber recohection, -thut it dos not accur ta lier ta
counect Miss Brooke'm aingular nervousnuem, the
next naarag, with it. This nervounese ln
diaplayed ta an ancosmaon degree, sud puzzles
Rate iîot a ittie. Misa Brooks seema uuwilling
ta bs igbt ai ber for a moment; asud 0v. ry
tise the door-beli sounda (sud it ounds vith
unusual fr-quency this morning), abe changes
colon lîke a girl axpecting ber haver.

IlWbat la the matter t, Are you loaking fan
unvbody T" Rate caunot behp asking once or
tylce-but she receives no satisiactary reply.

IlPeople ai tan corne vlen ans le not iookiugfor these, uni not desiing ta es thern," Mise
Brooks auuwers euigmaticahly.

à«Yea-IJUnee Ashton'a uappearauce lu a case
in point ta prove that," ays Rate. IlNohody
vas iooking for bitn, snd nohody vanteal tause
hlm, I arn sure. Do you know," as goos an,
refiectively, 1 hvue srise oalt se boy on
he 1look-for bis ugo ! SreaIbdfancisd
bitn er unscient. 1 think he muet bave prac-
tiacd that necipe for enjoying hufe, ai vbich Mr.
Fênwick apake hast night-a bard heurt aud a
good digestion!"

I do't tblnk tb-re is a dauht ai it," Baya
Mise Brooke, vbo il. list-ning vitb a dlatrscted
mind ta the conversation wbich Oscar is holding
wiýb the v niar oai mre p:atent brnitnre-poiish
ut the frontdoor.

I wouder vhut bas brouglit Mise Vaugbn
lier. vith his r' purâues Rata, vbo i l lugt
suie on 'a loutîge. ilIf lu impossib~le ta ay 9iov
muai I diahike o tmue ber i Will it ho in-xcus-
ahly nids if I1-cbanco ta be nat at homo when ube
caupa !'

IlIt vould healatogetber inexcusable," replies
Mi-m Brooks, vitli emphmsis.

"lAt loet 1 cals go sud tuke a valk. Nohody
ctlle9 hefore tavelve o'chock.'

"No " (huetily>, Ilyon smut not think ai
sncb a thing. Shu naiglit osnes. Why are yon
go reatîseT"V

Rate is an the point ai uaying, 6 I ar nDot
retîes; it is you vho are nervu," but se
checks berueli. Aiter ahI, no donbt, Mise Brooks
knowm hest, aud it le a trifling matter ta yield.

Sa asïstayà in-doorp, sud the marning vours
awuy ta noon. Not long aiter that bour, the
inuch-rnng bell ounda once mora, and this tise
Osear appeara viîh the expectoal bit ai paste-
board.
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