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THE BOW STRING.

From the Norwegian of Sebastiun Cammnermeyee
Welhaven,
BY NEU P. MAM.

The archer, bolt Thorarin,

To battle must away ;

He thought to come dack. besring
Bright trophies of his danine
Home, where the bearnskin lay.

But first be well bethonghbt bim

To seek the bower, where

Love in the sprisg bad souzht bim
And ‘mid the song-dinls caugbt bim
In Freja's hidden snare,

Here the carl’s daughter fouod him
To bid a food farewall.

While dickering shades surround bim,
Apd merry elves around bim

Dance io tbe mooelit dell

Roee bads 8ad heads of clovar

Sthe in her bodios e

Quote he, * Give these your luver

To wear bis triue heanart aver _
When be dips bis swonl ju gore.”

“ Nay,” quoth ahe, " Strife's av clewmen!
Spnng's gifts may oot endure,

To fgore fortune’s fAir intent

Choose rather war's accoostrement.

A bow atring stroog Amd sare.”

Then with sharp shears she raided
Her sweat brow, for his aake,

OF lvekpr with gold shewn shaded
Whick to bis bow she braidmt
Aud oried. It will pot bresk ’

Apd though the air be cloven

By wynad srrow’s gigbt

The string that 1 bave woves
Spall grow stragyer as 'tis praven
A beart's true love srows bdright.™

Forb marehed—bhis quiver slisyriog -
Thaorarin, arcber hold,

Plessed, as his shafls went! wiegive
Forward. 1o bear the dagiag

Of bis lover’s siring of gold.

BEPPO.

L.

In the early summer of 1274 1 was working

hard to make ap for the tne spent during the

merry winter in dancing, riding, charade.play -
ing, sight-sering, and all the thouzand-and-one
distractions which make it o dithieul: for
artist, not absolutely compelied o Reep ihe
wolf from the door by the use of his penai, to
“ buckle-to " in Rome. [ had onders also fron
obliging friends for 1wo or three paintiogs in
the stvle I have adopted for my own —small
pictures of priests, bishops, cardinals, and other
ecclesiastics in their habits as they live.

I was almost alone in Rome : for in June,
artists of all nationalities were off to country-
sketching : aud visitors had departed 1o the
wsuntains, or to Fagland, mouths ago. I, haw-
ever, stayed bravely on, in wy somewhat shabby
roems, on the fourth pigso of a larwe house in
the Via Margutta, warkiog at a picturs 1 tu-

tended to call ** Meditation”—a Mansignore in

a violet robe, with the red piping s and buttons

which make those garments so vfective, 1 was
trying to catch the auzituide of Monsignore, just
between meditation and wlumber, and had
placed him on a Zwgia, with a hazy suminer
view Letween the pillars of the baleatrade before
him, with his breviary sliding from brtween the
fingers of ove hand, while the other w
stretehed on the arm of hix chair. 1t was tire-
some ; the day was hot, and 1 could de nothing
satisfactorily ; so 1 laid aside my brushes, and
thought I would write some letters. tiving to

fetch iy desk from the little den of a bedroom |
whick adjoined my swudio, 1y eve fell on u’

povel | had thrown down whiiv going to bed the
right lefore. I thought I would rinish it : and
flinging myself on the bed T plunged into the
wors and ways of the hero and heroine, which
soothed me so completely that Ifell fous a Je
licious slumber.

I was awakened Ly the opening of the door
which led from the passage into my bedroom,
and ruising myself, bebeld the head “of 1wy pa-
drona peering cautiously in.  On seeing me,
she stepped quickly into the room, and said she
had colne to see it my ewer wanted water, |
told her ** no ;" and she departed. | sat uy,
and wondered st this unwonted attention on the
part of wy Jandlady, who as often as not left
my tedroom for days unsttended, unles brouglit
to n sense of her neglect by "uy remonstranees ;
and also } felt surprised at the look of anxiety
which 1 bad certainly ween on her face when shie
put Lrr head roand the dosrpost before seeing
me. 1 knew ber to be honest ns the day, und
1 believed that she really liked her lodger,  She
was & widow, with two sous, Beppo and Paolo.
Paclo was the one about whom she wost fre.
quently discoursed. ‘A good lad,” she said,
““avd servant to a gentlemaw in Lombardy.”
The other, Beppo, she geoerally mentioned with
a sigh and n shake of the head, uwvally callin
hitn poverino, and once or twice she had aeernec
on the point of telling we maore sbout his. 1
only knew, however, ‘that Le had at one time
cberwa ' model V' at the Life Academy in Rae,
where he was much estectied for his Landsonse
fuce, and specally lor the glory of soft, curly,
dark-brown hsir which surrounded his Lead.
Ouw inyuiring if he could it for me, T wan told

that he had vow gone 10 Naples ; but whal his | swer ;™ ond 1o eny

oceupation wan, [ knew uot,
1 went back to wy studio, and speedily forgnt
my pudreaa, in suother attempt st the Cardinal’s
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drapary, which gave me trouble, great trouble ;
for owing to an nccident it had sustained, [ had
been abliged to send the body, one arm, and the
legs of my lay-figure, to be mended. [ had
called manv tiwes at old Grefliv's,-to ask for ny
wooden beauty ; and each time had beeu put off
with excuses, promises, aud “prricnzas " with.
out end : s0 it was uo vasy work to dress up a
Cardinal with only the head and one arm of my
figare : and all my etforts with rugs, bolster,
vmbrellas sad stieks, were unavailing.

Two davs passed, in which 1 worked a little,
dawdled a great deal, read, wrote, and went ont
of doars as usual.  Yet1 could not help noticing
that Chiara, my landlady, wore & look of care,
aud that she was very much mre constant in
Lier visits to my roows,  She found, it scemed
1o me, endless errands calling her thither. 1
asked her one day, when she was restlessly dust.
ing, or pretending to dust my furniture, if any.
thing had disturbed ber peace, ot if she had any
trouble.  She disclaimed the ides with much
vehemence, and rushed in a stream of talk
about ** Paclo ;" which wade me guickly dismiss
her, tired of her son’s praises,

The uights were hot, dreadfully hot, and 1}
was worried by sounds behiad my bed, for which
I could not acconnt, 1 thought of rats; only
i the nolses were not the usual * skurry-scutlles ”
of those snimaly, but sounded like some heavy
creature trying te move sottly. I said one maorn-
ing to wmy laudlagy @ ** What is behiod the
¢ Iz it the wall of the

head of iy tent-bed
Lonse, or sniother room, or what ¥

She looked alarmed, awd replied @ ** Siguor, 1
Chuow unol.  DPerbaps a cupboand in the next
Louse comes by the wall there. 10 the Siguor
Piooks at his own ronr, he will ser » cup-
D boand on the other side of the stove 3 perhaps
¢ thev have one itke it next door.”

0l well,” satd 1, 1 do wish they would
pot move things about in it at night.”

Eithier I slept Letter, or the noises ceawd, for
during the next two nights 1 was undisturbed,
Do the thind day 1 was workiog in my studio,
. whel Chiara rushi=d in with a telegrsm in her
Chand, anta face of great distress.  Her Paola,
i her oy, Bl been thrown from his master’s car-
risce and hurt—seriously, she-fears ; and the
telcpran sumnoned her at once to Milan. Poor
Chisre ! herdistress was pitifal.  She wept, she
“inveked ali the saints ta beliold her misfortune ©
and st seemed so bewildered and distracted that
it requitred semse time and much patience before
] veuld persaade her that it she meant o go to
Milan, she must lowe no time in starting, as the
siow morning train would leave in little more
than an hour.  To my surprise, she said she in-
teeded going by the quick tosin, leaviug at one
o'elock ) by which she hoped to return on the
2-xt day bul oue, at about the same time, s0 as
to e at home again after sy absenece of fory-

eighit hours ouly.  This purzled me, as not only
“are ltalians so thrifty by nature, that to pay at

all for truvelling s a tnial w them ; hat to go
by an «xpress train insiead of 2 slow cne, would
<rem to the ordinary Eoman migd little less
than a ~in, as there being no thindclass, the
ditfepence in price would bLe something like
twelve frates on the two juurneys. 1 could not
aceonnt sithet for her sletenmination to re.
tur seoti, ated hinted that Pacla might
- be tou 1 107 hier to teave hi, which soggestion
made her icok pusitively agunized.

finwever, she Avpatied, to her ;-;:ckmg as |
stpfsed , and thongh 1 heard her for some time
afterwarda fnssing about w goml deal in my bed-
mang, Looaly saw her again for & minute when
shie caine o say °F poad-tve” L asked her i )
would do anythicg tor her: fur the poor soul's
s distress touched me o anl for o mowent she Jook-
ted on the point of making a request, but chang-
i ed her mind, aud went away,

This was Thursday. Un Saturdsy by mid-day,
she hoped to be back ¢ till that tune 1 should
i be 1xft to attend on myself. 1 worked hard till

dinner-time, and wav only at the café an hour,
vas [ had importent letters to write. My corre-
; spondence took me ti nearly midoight, when
‘1 turned in, hoping forslumber, but in vein, 1
| passed a wretched night, and did not fall aslerp
till after five o'clock.  Friday passed as nusual,
except that | was more in the stodio. | had
given up the Mousignore for the present, und
wus finishing a sketch of a flowergird, to send
to Eugland to u cousin of mine, whose husbaad,
Jack Goddard, would ieave Bome for London in
; uday or twu, and take with i his young sister,
. who had been spending many wonths in Italy,
taud whamn he lad come to fetch,  The evenisg
i1 Sf'wnl al Vhe apri-air theatre in Trastevers, so
1 did pot reach roy Jodging Gl late s in f e, it
wis two o'slock before T emld inake up wy mind
to Jeaving the lovely night nnd betake mywelf
to 1y tent-bed,

Aguin the voisis close to me begun, and | conld
distinetly bear cnutions sounds as of groping
and moving, and once, something that sonnded
like a groun. | eonld endure it no more. Jump.
ing out of bed, 1 pulied ap the heavy blind to
let in thedaylight, snd drugged iy Himsy couch
away from the wall.  Apparently, there was
nothing to reward iy search.  The wall-paper,
shabby ennugh, war in st unbroken pivce from
a kind of dado matk about five feet up, above
which the walls were distempered. 1 knocked,
however, and presently pressing my enr against
the wall, arked @ “Js any one thero P 1 listen-
ed, wund certoanly heard a kind of stifled groan.
Then §aaid: ** There is so:ne one in hidiog.
U1 shall make a hole in the wall, i€ [ get no an-
shasize iy wpeecl, 1 began.to
batter with a stont stick.  Thi brought a hoarse
¢ but very distinet whivper which seemned to come
i from about the level of my knve, entreating me
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**to be silent, and imploring for a siugle drop of
water, for the love of the Holy Virgin"

Here was & worry! I, a pesceable Eunglish.
man, was 1o be mixed up in some abomisable
wmanuer with these confounded Italians and their
skulking wayy. Tha fellow behind wmy bed,
whatever sort of a desperado ha was, whether
political, social, finnucial, or natural, would
throw himself on my merey. [ should bave to
conceal aud befriend him, and the like. How-
ever, reflection would uot serve my turn ; the
wor wretch was there, aud in piteous accents

econtinued to demand, ia the name of all the
snints in the calendar, for ** but oue drop of
water.”

“ Who are you I said I} **and how am I to
g9t you out !

The weak voice replied :
Chiara’s son. If you put your fuger under the
right-hand corner of t’m paper here, nearest the
stove, and raise the wood, you will teuch a little
spring, and the door will move.”

I obeyed the directions; and after some rais-
ing, pressing, and pulling, the side of the wall
up to the dado-line turned outwards, nearly
knocking me over; but so quietly, that it was
ovident the hinges must have been well oiled
and the joiuts considerably nsed of late. This
revealed a quantity of rude lath and plaster-work
immadistely under the dado-line ; and down at
the bottom, not more than three feet high, was
a little cupboand ; and there, like a beast ju n
lair, crouched a figure, with hair of the wildest,
and face of the most pinched, pathetic, sud do-
spairing expression 1 had ever seen! snd with
such eyes ! Large, widely.-distended, with Jdark
rils and long laskiey, they looked nunnatural ; but
a glance-sbowed me how strikiog a festure they
would be in their normal state, and | recopnized,
even in this plight, the handsome model from
the Academy of whom | had besn told.

“ Why, Beppo,” said I, * how came you
here 7

** Ab, Signor,” he groaned ont in reply, 1 am
of all men the most wretched, the most miser-
able, But 1 die, »0o it matiers not.” As 1
Jdragged him ont of his hole, the poor fellow
faint=d, and for sowe time 1 thought his wonis
were literally true, and that ke was dead. But
lifted him from the floor, and replacing the faise
wall, which was only like a rude screen, but
fastened with carefa] cliaps aud hinges, 1 push.
»d back my little bed, placed him upon i, and
used every means I could think of to revive him.
After about an hour, my etforts wers rewarded
by seeing him able 1o ~it up aud slowly drink
some mild Chiants wine mixed with a quantity
of water, «nd able also ta swallow a few moreels
of bread aoaked in the same.

I became wonderfully interested in my patient
during this time ; his obediencs, gentleuess, and
a kind of shrinking bamility which betrayed it
slf iu every word and gesture, together with an
unmistakable look of extreme terror at any,
even the slightes” soand for which he did uot see
A cause, Wled my sonl with pity.  He soon en-
treated me to let him go back to hix dea ;. bat
this | could not do; and while | made ~some
cotfer, 1 svceemded in soothing hia fears sufhi-
ciently to sllaw we to g into the neighbouring
wtreet fur rollv and Latter for breakfast, he the
while impioring that T shoabl anly bring enough
ford far ove persou, or his presesce wouhl cer-
tainly be discovens!. | determined that the
*oue” should have a fimt-rute app2tite ; amd |
never remember enjoying any meai more than |
did the coffee, cherries, and bread-and-butter
sharvd with the terror-stricken Iad, whose grief
for some cxnwe unkunown 1 wme, and gratitude at
the trifles | had done for him, by turns almost
choked him. i

Breakf{ast over, and Beppo somewhat calmer,
I succeeded in persuadivg him to tell me what
had biought hini into such straits. His tale was
certainly a curious and interesting one, told as
ke told it, inflowery soft ltalian, apoken with
singular refinemsnt sod purity, and with the

1 am Beppo,

rapid  expressive  pgesticulation of the Nea-
{:ﬂhtans he had lately been amongst. He had
a

d a tolerable education ; and being very hand.-
some, having a ** picture-face,” as he put it—he
found many friends, anl was specially  liked
amongst the best claas of artists in Kome, get.
ting well paid as a model at several good studios,
and having besiles a regular evening eugage-
ment at the Life Academy. Unfortunatsly, the
facility with whirh he made sequaintances was
not equalled by the discretion with which he
chove thes ; and some two ur three years before
our meeting, he had formed a close allinnce with
a youth who appeured to hini extrewmely fascinat-
ing, but who was a prominent member of one of
those miserable secrot societies which are the
chief bane of Italy : and this one appeared to
be more than usually of the ** death and destrue-
tion' sort.  Beppo had been drawn on and ou,
till he was appointed vue of the officers or chiefy
of this society, and had 10 execute the decieey of
the ** Supreme Three,’” whorn he mentioned with
extromest awe,

Oue of these decrees having receutly enasted
that he should assassiuate an old genersl in
Naples, whose only sins appeared to be that he
way strougly coussrvative sud & greal martinet,
he hod gone thither for the purpose of obeying
his instructions. Hia intentions, however, had
been frustrated by the prayers and sntreaties of
aygirl to whom he wag passionately attnched,
whose nuspicivns hud been roused by seaing him
in Naples. She was u-daughter of the lanndress
to the General's family, and a flower-seller on
the Chiajs ; and having a stronyg uffection for

the General and all his family, on ccoynt of his
and his wife's yreat kindness to herlittle brother
and sister at & timo when there was faver.in the

houevf ulud u\x:rvntion at the
watched over them with au Italian s i
atd kuowing how iwmuch the Gmmm\d:y.(:“:{;',
liked, had feared he might fall a vietim to o atab
in the dark., . '
The unwonted presence of Beppo in Nayl.

the knowledge thi:u he was c'on!lllgcted m};:plluué
of thé secret societios, and hiy loomy and pre-
accupied behaviour, had ularmurhar. She spunt
hours in exhorting and entrentiug him ot 1,
have this sin on his soul; declaring that e
would denounce him, it the life of the Genera)
were attempted either now or later, and finally
refusing to see or speak with him for u wesg
This laat ked oveteome Beppo. To be in 1),
sama ¢ity, tobreathe the same air, but tg hay,
no sign of the presence of his inamoratn was in.
tolerable, e wrote to tell her that for ope
hour of her society he would forfeit his soul, 1,js
life, and would give up his project. They met
aud in spite of his despairing gloow, Noniua re.
fused to believe any harm would happen to hig
declared death did mnot always follow .
obedience to the ** Supreme Three,” aud insisted
on his flecing to Rome on the very night o,
whieh the asdauination was to have taken place
assuring him that she wonld speedily follow, wn.d
they woald Yeave Ttaly in safety together.

door: she had
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After hearing Beppo®s tale wy sorrow fur ..
poor, terror-haunted, weak winded nd wws 0,
equallel by my extreme bewilderment ayto w i,
was to be done with hioe Thers b coyld 4, .
stay. fle i hin km-w, apd believia :'::g;
the wonderful “* Thne" would i*»r!aiulv.mx.k;
search atter their seenlvitrunt displee,
terrible  pesult wight follow.
could think of nathing Lette i
back in his den ; and Kolkg wyself iuh‘v.“.;-{
studio, to have a tury at my pic:mnv fir l;_ﬂg
Goddard, 1 lagily Guished up the hey ol the
fower-girl, and plaeed it on a shelf 1o dry wotd
my r_\‘m-s.fvﬂ ut the unhappy figare | h;i:l !.4.‘.»-1
attempting to rig up the day befors with 14} !
ol my womlen Leauty, and the g, Xe. A by
thought struek v, Why shouldn’y H-;m:f :
tome ' | could dress bim Up As the !1u,’.1.;y,,‘:l
and nu one would dream of interfering wit! .
model.  No souner thought than deye ' {4, N
s in my chair of state, where he qm‘ck]vl hate
himself up i the cleverest way joscible .
claring that he durst w0t pose s & nias, e
struck o perfectly wooden attitude ; wud :,\ s
-urpris»d ated p\n'f_{m‘d with the llxgmmig-_- “-‘;;.
which e wade a great display of the on.
and head belonging to my wooden  mede] o
the angalarity he threw into his own jimb.
Tiring s hix position was, he found 11, he V
preferable to that o the cupboard ; and e or
practice a8 wodel served to miake it leas 1y -1-'.:
able to him. | wat wud painted, trying tiolov
all manner of expalicnts for the “safety at the
poor tal, and wondering what Chiara wouid .y
and do when she found he was discovers! '

Beppo told me that commurications woer
rathier alow 10 his Society, which did not won
tn bew very powerful or notable one ind b
thought he might exist in 1taly for oue week
after the date of the day an which he ought, ae
ke phrased it, ** to have executed the ti;‘lfr':«‘:'
but by that tie he felt sure he would be Luie
down and asassinated,  He seemed to taie o
quite fur grantad that there was no resisting the
wonderful ** Three.” I, however, did not e 3t
in the seme ghts and | used my best swdear e
to put mor: pluck and spirit inte the povr iad
I patuted on till one o'clock, and was sbout :

put up my brishes and teke a siesta, when |
was interrupted by the entrancs of Chiars, Lok
ing much hm}tv-d, and, to my delight, not recoe
nizing anyiliing strange in my model,

‘* How goes it with Pacla ! maid 1. i
Clilara, after s briefl greeting, was making tar
my bedroom doar.

¢ Oh, well | excellently, Signor,” replied st
not Imusing in her walk.

[ let her go, and waited for tha exclamations |
knew would follow. Intwo minutes she camie
back, her face as white as her apron. and tiem-
bling so that she could hardly speak. | .ould
not let her endurs the suspanse, so | xaid, lsogh-
iog: * Ah, Chiara, your bird has flown.”

She clasped her hands, exclaiming: “‘Sigu-,
tell me | How did yon discover him 1 Where
is he T

“ Beppo, tell your mother,™ said 1 and,
the good woman’s astonishment, my modei I»-
gau his tale,  The exclamations and the vm
braces that followed will be readily imanued
and when the pair were calmer, [ persaaded
Chiars to consider what should be done with Lier
foolish buy, [ asked: < Will he go to kuy
Jand

“Cortainly,” replied his mother for bim,
there he will be safe.”

I then aayured her that if he could get a situa-
tion in a family, he would be quite safe in owr
beloved iale. And the happy thought occurred
te me of asking Jack Goddard to take him in for
a time, - He was o thoronghly good-natured fel-
low. Hin wile, 1 kuew, ﬁml & predilection for
foreiguara, snd & dash of romance in her compo-
sition, which would not make it diapleasiug tv
her to receive and hide a runaway of this surt.
8he might perhaps ind a place for bim amonust
some of her numerous friends and scquaintances.
1 expected Jack in the afternoon to feteh his
Hictm-e, as he was to leave on Monday, and 1

etermited te rppeal to him, Thin settled,
Chiara left-us; and 1 peinted on till three
o'clock, when | sent Beppo to his den, wnd took
wy delayed siesta.
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