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THE LATE JUDGE DUNKXIN.

The Hon. Christopher Dnunkin, D.C.L,
Puisne Judge of the Superior Court of the Fru-
vince of Quebee, was one of the most prominent
men in this conntry during many years of his
li%e and has held many important public offices.
H» was born in England in 1812, and was
edneated at University College, London, and at
the Universities of Glasgow and Harvard, at
which latter institutions he held fora short time
a pos tion as Greek tutor. He came to this
ity when a young man and edited the Montreal
Morning Courier from May, 1837, until the sum-
wer of 1838, when he beeune Secretary of the
Education Comuission under the Earl of Dur.
ham, the then Governor-Goueral. He served
under Lord Sydenham 1n carying out the work
of that Commission, and afterwards became
Secretary of the Post-Office Commission, and in
1341 Assistaut-Seeretary for Lower Canada, in
which office he remained until 1348, He
studied law with the late Alexander Buchanan,
Q.C.. amd subsequently with Mr. F. G. Julinson,
attervards the Hon, Justiee Johason, was called
to the bar in 1846, and was made a Q. C. tu
1867. He was s very successful lawyer in this
city for some years, in partnership with the
present Chief Justice Meredith aud Mr. Strue-
hin Bethune, Q.C., the firm of Bethune and
Bethune being then known as Bethune and
Durnkin. He was the unsuccessful candidate
to represant Drumamoend in the Canadian Assem-
Liy in 1844, bat satin that body for Drommond
end Arthabaska from the geueral election in
1857 to the gevera! election In 1861 when he was
drfeated by Eric Dorion.  Shortly after he was
elected iu Brome aud sat for that county from
January 1362 to Confederation, when he was re-
turned for both the Commons and the Local
House by acclammation, where he remasined
until his elevation to the Bench on the 25th of
Octeber 1871, He was a mmember of the Execu.
tive Council aud Treasurer of the Province of
Quebec from July 1867 until sworn in a member
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of the Privy Council snd made Miuiater of
Agriculturo in November, 1880, which office 1,s
hs«l until his appointment to the Judgeship of
the Distriot of Bedlord. o retained the Judge. -
ship up to the time of his death, He was o,‘fm
Presidont of the Shakespeare Club, Montrea)
wns At his death o QGoverner of McGill Univer,
aity, a trustee of 8t. Francix College, Richimond
and a director of the South Eastern Jnm-n.,;;
Railway., lHe was Liout-Colouel of the Voinn.
teer Militia, First Montreal Light Infantre
from 1856 Yo 1859, and from Septembor, 1564
to June, 1872, of the 62ad Battalivn of Bulfory
Judge Dunkiu bas lived far many years on hiy
large farm ou the shore of Hoome Luke, near
Kuowlton.  His wife was Mary, daughtor of 11
Inte Jonathan Harber, al one time of Mofiil
University. The decensed was n consistent
wmember of the Church of Eugland, H» was
strongly Conservative in his politics, thangh
refusing to faliow that party in some of :il:.r
massures opposing  the Canfederation of ths
Proviness sl the Coalition Ministry whieg,
broughe it about, and voting sainst zh«ft‘«m\«'r-
M.\c-ri«.-nald Admivistration a few veary hefops
in the vate of want of cantidenvce which rewulsed
in its defeat,  He was a man of atrict :uzup.-}.
ance principles and his name will be perporg.
atnd by the Tact of his beinyg the anthor of tha
Temperam e Act of 1854 better known ax the
“Dunkin Act.” His decisions on the ¥y
gave neiversal satisfaction,

In his putdie, social and private life, 1o
Dunkin was conszrvaiive, methedical, pers v
tug, steraly just, Tt warmily syvmpathete and
philanthropieal wheps belp was really needed
Of these traits of chameter the number of his
friends and the quantity and quality of the wi-k
dons by himi in his lifetime are the evi
S..\ni Mr. T. K. Foster, himself a rexident
Knowlton, in summing up after giving a shor:
sketeh of the decessed Judge's prominent sud
untarnirhed eareer c—* Al that 1 cun say 0
that he i dead, and the world ts muzh berte:
tor hig having lived in it '
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