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REPUBLICANISM IN FRANCE.

Even those who may be opposed to De-
moceraey in the abstract; cannot do other-
wise than rejoice at the progress of Repub-
licanism in France, because they must see
in that faet the living proof of a return

to stability and prosperity. . That the Re-

public is making mpid and - substantial
progress in France is evident to any one
who observes the course of events in that
interesting country. We need not refer
to the result of the Qctober elections, nor
to the invineible force of public opinion
which ltemlly wrenched submission from
Marshal MacManox.  We have events of
a more recent Jdate upon which to found
a judgment. On Sunday, the 3rd March
—>Sunday s strangely the usual polling
day in France—seventeen legislative elee-
tions took place. Two of them were held
to fill seats rendered vacant by the deaths
of M. Raspai. and M. Duvcawe, both
Radicals, and in them the success of the
Radical candidates was, of eourse, a fore-
gone conclusion. Fifteen were held to
replace fifteen deputies of the Right, whose
elections bad been invalidated by the
Chamber for irregular practices. Of these
the Monarchists failed to zain more than
four seats, in spite of the local influence
possessed by the majority ~of the invalid-
ated members. - This, then, is a clear gain
of eleven Republican votes, a result all the
more remarkable that official candidatures
have been abolished, and that full liberty
was accorded to every class of voters.
Another signal triumph for the Repub-
lic is the secession of the Constitutionalists
from the Qpposition. These Constitution-
alists were a group of thirty-five Senators,
under the leadership. of the Count de
. Boxpy, who: acquired reputation and im-
portance from having frustrated, last De-
cember, the varipus schemes put forward
for continuing the policy of resistance, not-
withstanding the result of the elections.
These Senators are. not Hepublicans, and
have usually sided with the Opposition,
but'--lately, in presence of certain es-
gential * bills introduced by the Govern:
ment, it was found mecessary io' choose
between a policy of resistance, with the
risk of the most serious complications, and
a policy of conciliation and submission to
the will of the country. - Twenty-two
Senators out of thirty-three have resolitely
‘chozen the latter course, and the step has
added materially to the Strength of the
Dreravre Administration. o
“The two events- which we have just
chronicled, with other manifestations of
public opinion which could not be over-
looked, have enabled the- Government to
" pass some organic Jaws which will amplify
““the security at the same time “that they
. ~will expand the liberties of the French
- people.. . The budget, which had been
“thrown into ¢confusion by the crisiz of the
“716th: May, has heen voted by a large ma-
jority. - The law conferring the tight on
‘the Executive of proclaiming the state of
siege only in case of foreign invasion, has
“also passed by a strong vote. The effect
" of this measure in.diminishing the chances
of eoup d'etul, and the prostitution of the
army {o political purposes, is. inealeulable,
In her foreign’ policy, the French Re-
_public has acted with a prudence which

‘has " strengthened’ her position abroad,

quictude of the country itself. - The fruits:
of this abstention from foraign complica-.
‘tions” will:be “abundantly. reaped. in the
forthcoming Exposition,  the success of
which “is ‘assured if " only war ‘does uot
break out between Englind and Russia.
The partial stagnation in trade will bo're

lieved not only by the money of thousands
of visitors, but also by the sales of French
products of - all’ kinds which will neces-
sarily fullow their display in'the Trocadero
Palace.” " L el

~—
THE BRITISH FLEET AT THE
o DARDANELLES. '
The: fdllbwin‘gl‘article centains  full par:
ticulars with reganl to'its passage of the Darda-

uelles :—On . the 9th, Saturday last, Admiral
Hornby acting under instructions “from home,

1 took: five of the ships under higcommand up the

Dardanelles. . We steamed up to Chanak, nsked

| permission to pass, were refused, and came back

to Besika Bay.  Bitter was the disappointment,
loud the groans, when our British sailors saw
their ships turn back to the old anchorage ; but
n gleam of hope remained in the fact that onlers
were given ‘to bank fires ready for ten kuots
steaming at twenty nunutes’ notice,  We re-
mained in 8 condition of excitement and ex-
treme tension for the next three days, for it was
well kvown that the Admiml was keeping up
constant telegraph communication with the Ad-
miralty, and the signal ¢ Telegnun oun' shore”
was constantly being made.  On Tuesduy, the
12th, a rumour got about that the fleet had ‘or-
ders to enter again the Dardanelles, and  this
was confirmmed by the circumstance that the Ad-
mirals and Captains of the fleet held a2 meeting
on: boanl the, Alexandra, Admirl Hornby’s
flagship, a meeting which was neither more nor
less than & council of war. . And our surmises
proved true.. When the Captains returned on
board - their ships it wasx made kuown' that to-
morrow the fleet was to go up the Dandanelles,
and at all hazards to force the passage, leave or
no leave. Now arose in the tSeet such excite-
ment as had not been known in the British Navy
for many =z long day. Sir John Duckworth
and his famous passage, ‘seventy-one years ago
almost to a day, were the staple “subject  of con-
versaiion, while maps were studied nud books of
naval history referred  to.. Admiral Homby's
orders were lithographed, aud a copy sent toeach
Captain.. They coutained perfect and explicit
instructions what to ‘do, how to act, together
with plans of the principal fortifications ; in fact
they were models. of despatehes, clear and pre-
cise. On Tuesday night the weather, which \md
been threatening, became very bad. The ba-
roweter-fell, a. strong wind blew, and ‘a heavy
sea got up from the NNE.  When the hands
were turned up in the morning the topgallant
masts and all superfluous gear atloat were got on
deck ; hammocks put: jute the tops for the rifle-
men, and- the' Gatling ‘guns ranged * alongside
them. . The morning -was dreadful, rain came
down in torrents, a dense haze over the water
otscuring the land, the weather high and bitterly
cold, the sea rough and  tempestuous.: At 8.30
a. 1. the ships formed into two linex, passingup
the coast in the teeth of a gulé of wind which in-
creased in‘severity the closer the squadron . got
to the narrow entrance of the Dardanelles, At
10.15 a. . the fleet' passed the = Castles of
Farope and Asia, steaming in the follawing or-
der :—Starboard Division—Asiatic side.—Alex-
andra {flag), Sultan, Téméraire.  Port Division
~—Furopean - side.—Agincourt. {flag), ~Achilles,
Swiftsure.” About eleven o’ clock snow began to
fall, blinding those on deck, and completcﬁ; ob-
scuring the land—in fact, the dangers of navi-
gation seemed almost worse than the gauntlet
of the forts. - The oilicers had an early meal, as
also the men ; and, this over, quarters were

was made known.. The guns were “loaded with
heavy chnr%es of powder and Shrapnel saell,
trained on the beam, and run-out just level with

had a smiling fare upon them, for the tompions
were in, and everything looked peaceful. The
topa were filled with rifleinen, am{ Gatling guns
and all torpedo defences prepared, but’ nothing
warlike was 1o be seen. - Admiral Hornby’s in.
structions were to pass peacefully, i possible ;
not to-make any demonstrtion caleuiated to ex-
cite.the Turks into a breach of the peace ;- but if
the forts did open fire on us, thén T'hese
words were the ordend: if any of the forts fired
at and hit any ship of the squadron, the two di-
visions were to attack and to silence the two
forts above Chanak-—Forts =~ Namazieh™ and
Chanak Castle. At 2:30 p. m. theshipm arrived
‘off the first point at'which any serious resistance
was expeeted.. This was a 40:ton. Krupp. gun,
monuted inan earthwork some three mil(,-.s be-.
Jow Chanak. The orders respecting this formi-
“dable piece of ordnavce were :~=The. ships will
lms« within 200 yards of the gun, their broasidcs
“hearing on it in succession 5 il the Turks fire it,
it is to be dismounted and the works arounid: it
‘destroyed. - At a speed-of eight knoty, surrcund-
ed with a dense fog, the snow-falling - thickly,
the wind howling through the rigging, the squad.
ron groped-about:for this weetched "gun. - 1t
was luckily seen ;ro,-in_pursuaricic of orders, the
ships formed into single line and awaited the re.
sult, .
broken only by the dudl thad, thud of theleu-

while- it Tins contributed o the peace and | ¢

sounded, and then the Admiral's plan of attack:

the battery ports.  But the messengers of death

“isBue,.
Breathless silence reigned over the ships, |- 0

“dtood their crews,

\t"'tl;éyguns‘ | their cre
‘to slipout tha'.tormpion, :the

one man ready:

Y rolpio
.others torun the gun ont, while the captain of the

gun stood immovable, lnnyard in hand, one jerk
of -which wonld ‘have sent the ‘enormons’ shell
spinning on itz errand.”.Our hearts were in our
mouths “as the flagship came abreast of -the
Channk gun; the lttle puil'ef smoke, the hame,
the crash were -eagerly watched for, while min-
utes seemed years, © At last relief came ;we had
sissed in peace; and - the tension was removed,
L{‘t me panse a moment to recount the power of
the l‘lng*ish ships ; and, asarmouris unt of much
utility at 200 yards, we may . dismiss the con.
struction of the sides of ships at'onee to nuin-
ber the guns.  The Alexandm's broadside was
composed of five 13-ton guns and one 25-ton |
the Agincourt’s, of seven I2-ton guns; the
~Achilles’, of eight 12-ton guns sud ouce .ton,
the Sultan’s, of four 18-ton gunz und one 12-ton 3
the Témérnire’s, three 25:ton guns and four 18-
ton ; the Swiltsure's, five 12-ton guns, and one
S.ton gun, or n gross available total of forty
guns. Having passed the gun our attention or
rather our ears,.were riveted to the two  forts
abave Chanak.” “As the big gun did not apen its
tiro upon: the squadron, we did not expect to
hear much of the great -batteries which we were
now approaching. | have said ** hear,” for it

shore.. Asthe town of Uhanak was passel the
wind increased in streugth, the fog thickened,
the suow andd sleet fell worse than before, hlind.
ing the officers on the bridges, snid biting ears,
cheeks, and noses,  The current, ton, was dead
against us, and was running yearly four knots,
fn this fearful weather, when ueither ships
ahead or astern were visible, und guided only by
the hoarse cry of the leadsman in the chaing,
did the sijuadron pass the narrows of the Danki.
nelles, here only three-quarters of & mile broad,
At a speed of eight knots agminst the wind amd
eurrent the forts of ‘Chanak and [seala and Na-
mazieh -wers passed.  Breathless silence pres
vailed on board the ships when these formida.
ble hatteries ‘were Leing passed ; they wene the
suly point of serious resistanee, alded 1o which
the Turkish autherities had given us the . pleas-
ing information tiat torpedos had been laid
down between the two opposite forts, - But, a0,
nothing ocenrred to har our progress up the
Straits; no torpedo exploded nnder our hottom,
and no shell vame crashing against our sides.
For the next two miles were passing smaller
forts and redoubts, but of these we took no
notice, as they coubl all have been vasily dis-
posed of by a few shells,

Fort Namazieh would not have been such an
essy nut to crack, 1t ‘wmounted twelve 1¥40n
Krupp gans behind heavy earthworks faced with
stone,. The magazine, bowever, was much eox-
posed, and had one of vur Shrapuell struek it
the whole would probably have exploded.: The
rear of the fort appeand wholly nndefended. - At
3,38 p. m. we passed Cape Sestax; not that it
could be'seen, but the position was judzed from
the soundings. ' Here the passage widens, and
remaing 0 to about two to three miles fcrosss.
S0, having passed uli danger, and there being
no-more fortifications to encounter, the orders
were given to nnload the gpung amd to retury the
shell and- powder to the magazine. - With a
feeling of relief the guns wees reduced ta yeace:
ful condition. Speech that had been pent up
during the past two houm now came fonth, an
tougues that had been tied were loosened in an
Aducessant chatter. - A flood of excitement was
poured out:  what wonld have been dons had
the Turks: fired upen us, and how disappeinted
many were that: we had been allowed ta passin
peace,-and- yet that peace was  a close shave of
.war.  The Constantineple authorities had given
-orders to the forts to resist the paswage, and it s
‘stated-that it was only the futerference of a per-
son- high in authority in:the Turkish service
that prevented bloedshed ;o this official at the
last moment; countermanded the Constantinople
orders on his own responsibility.  Ou the: other
hand, it must_be remembered that the fog wa<
so thick that the gunners in the forts could
‘handly have “seen the ship. - The circumstanes
wils, of courze, “juerg chance, a meteorologieal
freak, G Karakova, -in the Hellespoint, the
fog suddenly Lited, and, with a clear passagn be-
fore us, we rattled on at full speed, anchoring
before the town of Gallipoli exsetly as thi clock
struck six, having been eight honrs on the jour-
ney. oo . S

Gullipoli was apparently "deserted ; but the
fuct was that the inhabitants had retreated to
their homes uid had barred themselves in, The
poor things,- mostly: women and children, had
taken fright-ut the sudden appearance of the
English squadron, and were umler the i pression
what we were about to bambard the town while
tha Moscovs assanlted the lues,

Part.of the squadvon (Agincourt anid Swiftsure)
remained there to wateh-the movements of the
belligerents ;- the: remaiuing ships (Alexaudra,
Témdraire, Achilles, and Sultan) got under weigh
the next morning and proceeded to the Sea of
Miarmora. . The “morning “wae “bitterly cold, a
cutting northerly wind was blowing ; but there
win 1o sitow or sledt, and the san shoie brightiy.
We passed close to the Gallipoli lines, and conld
wee Fort Victoria, and line afterline of white.
tents stretching neross: the hills, whily the sol:
shiers were very bugy throwing up - rifle.pits and

“mnking various Kinds of defences, - The Jort had

oie” very big gun pointed towards sthe ” sjiot
‘whence Gourko. aidd his: troops are expeeted to

the morniug of the 150, the squadron

gines ; yet beneath that quictude was the greas

Lol Privkipo, - Prinee’s Island, some
Arot Coustantineple. . Very dissap.

was nbsolutely imposaible to see anything of the Dt ‘
firtne of her guns,

nointing to see the minarets of the city in the .
distance only. No officer is allowed to vixit the
wee nt presents SR -
ngﬁrms!y: at  Prince’s Jaland wax very short,
booause we wero within the lines laid down ‘hy '
the terms of the armistice to !w. held 'l)y 'Jn«
Russians, and soon receiveil notice to quit.. The
squadron was mpidly coaled, wnd lelt on. the
17th for Tuzla Bay. - This place 18 about eight
miles distant cast from Prines svlnlmu'l. s
snug, shelternd ancharage, ansd just sutside the
bowndary Hne.  Evidently we aré not going to
be caught asleep, - Steam Is kept ap repdy at o
few ninutes’ netiee, night or day, and after
sunset the little black torpeda-launches go prow-
jing round and. round the squadron, - 8¢ wis
pacem, para beltum s evidently  Admiral
Hornby's motto.  Qur fature nocements are,
of course, very uncertain i but one guestion filn
all our minds, ** How and vhen sliall we mz\k;q:
our return passage through the Dardanelles

e A L
MM S ALEYANDRA,

The flagship of Viee-Admiral Horndy, com.
manding the Mediterranear fleet, now in the
Sea of Marmora, is H.M8 Alexandra, the lar.
eyt masted tronelad vessel, . with  broadside
armament, that has yet been constrieted, and
the best contrived for an efficient wdlaenmd
This fine abip s 3256 0 long
Votween perpendivalars, 63t 8 jn. broad, sued
IS 73 i derp, with o berden of 6956 tons
aud 9392 tons displacewment ¢ her draught s 08
f. forward and 2000 6 in. alt. Her sronplats
armonr aml it hacking weigh not Tess than 2350
tons.  The waterdine s protected byow baelt
having a waxitmum thivkness sl twelee inches
of tron, which is carned forwanl down over thye
bows wid ram s e mockinery and maguzines
wre proteeted aft by an armoured butkbend with
plates five inches thick s the badtenies are pro-
toeted by armeur from S e to § in, thick., The
construetion of the hudl 1+ sach ax to give the
urratest  poasttde stpeneth,  with L x_(mrfw’i\’v
lengitwdinal buifkbeed extendmg to witlan forey
fout of the stem and stern, and with several
transverse ldkbedds hividing the differens wets
af e gines and boiters aml of uigrazines in o
rasny eompartients | besides whivkh the ship lis
a double Botton, with a spare of four fee? beg.
ween the two bottams, The #ugines, constructed
by Messes. Humpliveys and Tepnant, of Dept.
f(!r«‘l, are ou the »‘-‘uuiwzuu’. weuteng, with  wn
aggregate indieated powsr of 361 horae, for bath
wets ol engines together: they work a pair ol
twin© serew.propelior,  which are 21t in
diauieter. {\'iih these  gnaking  siXty-scven
revolutions i a mitaite, the ,-!.m--i attained was
fifteen kuots an hour at the offielad trial ) bat
the estinatad mavimum geed of the ship, with
her fal) armament awd load on bownl, 36 four.
teen knots an hoye. She cun alas, nnder favour.
able conditions, nttiain twelve kuots and a hall
under ail. Her masts ape hotlow Sran, serving
as tubes for ventilstion,  The derk« e Tofty,
spacieus, anid airy, with o height of 2 ft. 6 in.
on the main deck, 190 §in. on the npper deck,
and 11 0% 8 10, on the living or mess x}-:\‘-k. ths
comfort being as great ax inan andinary dweliing.
house, The battery of the Alvxsudra consisia
of two Woalwich rifhed muzale doneding guns ot
twenty-ive tons each, and o of cighieen s
each. - The two larger guns ane placed ina oen.
tral batters on the upger Jdeck, forward, so that
they . be tratned o fire right abead, while
two ol the other guns, placed «ftin the sane
upper-deck hattery, ean be trined to fire right
astern.  Oheach brondside foir ta six ghns san
be fought at ande. The sides of the ship, forwand
of the main-derk battery, are et back, above
the Jevel of that deek, a0 a5t allow twe guns
o each sidis 1o be dired right ahead. This
tacility of connnanding almast as groat arange
uf fire a5 a tarret-ship possesses i3 the especinl
merit of tne Alexandes, and would give her a
powerful advantage in fghting (e enemy.

Viee-Addinaral Geotfoey Thomas Phipps Hernhy
191 brother of the Hev, Dr. Horuby, Head
Master of Flon Schoal, and n cousin. of Lol
Dathy,. e is the san, by a sister of the fate
Frelid Marshal Sir dohn Burgovne, of the late
Admiral Rir Phipps Hornby, who served in the
Frenel wars at the beginning of the century,
was . Licutenant on board the Vietory, when
she carred Lord Nelsow’s tlag, and grot w medal
when incouunnnd of the Volage in Sir W,
Hoste's netion off Lissa. . The preemt - Admiral,
horn in 1825, entered the servive, on board the
Princess Chiarlotte, in 1837, and was present as
a midshipuan wt the bombiandment of Aere Ly
Sir Hobert Stopford and Rir Cliarles - Napier,
He afterwinds served nider Admiral Perey at
the Cape of Good Hape | nnder his father Sir
Phipps” Hornby, in the Pasifis, and on- various
other stations. e has been twiee round the
y-"nrl«l. Admiral Horuby has worked havd all his
iife at the thenry ad practice af his profission.
When. a young capiam, he got leave for a year:
and. stadied steamn fiv the dockysnl at Ports-
mth 1L was Jie who commamléd the first
H‘_\'mg squadron as (J;\thin, with the muk of
Commodore, “taking the squadron “round * the
world, © He has bosides hiad jgreat oxperience in
manceuvring Geets, Tle was Flag Caplain to Sir
Sidney Ducres when that oflicer commanded the
Channel Fleet, and . sitbsequently, -ns. Rear-
z\thxngr;ll, lu_z hiwnsell held  that “pust, succeeding
Admiml. Wellesley, - In. wldition 10 his profes-
siottal nequiréments,  Admiral Haurnby is-tha.
roughly nequainted with ofticial business, having -

Admiralty in Lord “Benconsfield's  Administra. |

tion, ag his father had werved in that of the: Intd
Lord Derby: Lo .

served under Mre. Ward Hunt ns o Lowd:of the



