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Avagusr 23, 1873;

ospecinlly ta an actor who relies upon the words of an author to
earry on-a conversation, and on the supplying words and actlons
of his associstes to make the words appropriate. John T Ray-
mond was very happy in this respect. On one ocoasion he was
delivering a soliloquy, in which ‘the person spoken of should
come on the stage at the end of the speech, but through some
mishap he was not ready, and after Raymond had sald, » Ha!
here be comes,” and looked off' the stage to see why be didu’t
come, he improvised words to till up time until the laggard
could be brought to the wings, The scene represented s snow-
covered country, and he immediately caught the chance to ex-
tricate himself. +#No: he has fallén down on the lce! Now
sonme boys come 1o his assistance. Good lads! raise him up
tenderly.,” By this time the mi-sing actor was {n his place and
ready for his cue. # Ah!” said Raymond, “now he is abdle o
come.” And so the play went on without any but the habltués
noticing that there was an interregnum. The lack of this pre-
sence of mind s a drawback. The other night Mercy Merrick
irled to ring the bell to summon the servant, and the bell
wouldn't ring. The servant came on, however, and received his
onders. As he was retiring, Julian Gray satd : < Do not dellver
that message until you hear the bell ring agaln.” By substitut-
fng *until you hear from me,"” would have prevented the laugh
from the audience which was provoked by the alluston to the
bell.

Franz Liszt iz at present at Lelpzig, where he will personally
conduct 8 new mass of his own composition.

Mr, G. A, Macfarren’s new oratorio, * John the Baptist,” will
be produced at the Bristol Festival, and Mr. Henry Smart's new
cantata, » Jacob,” at the Glasgow and FKdinburgh meetlngs.

The servicex of Mdlle, Carlotin Patti have been secured for a
serfes of concerts at Covant Ganlen Theutre this moath, Mdlle.
Patti will come from Sweden (where she was making a profes.
sjonal tour) vxprossly to fultit her engagement. M. Levy, the
celebrated eornet-d-piston player, is also engaged, and came
from St Petersburgh for the saume purpose.

From London we hear that the French senson at the Princess’s
closed on the Z3th ult. At the St James' Otlenbach’s & Lex
Braconniers,” has been produced, and at the Queen’s Miss Nell-
son appeared for one night in ~ Romeo and Juljet.,”

tharies Remde is at work on a drama in which he has created
a character expressly for the purpose of holding up his erities to
ridicale,

Mdme. Ristori will appear in London again {n October at the
Thedtre Comique.

Shakspeare is being played by sn Engiish company at the
Paris Athénde,

The Wauagnerian festival at Bayreuth
poned. IS75 is the date now fixed.

The Imperial Russfan Musical Society, fn 8t Petersbury, has
otlered two prizes for aperatic compositions, 1o be contpeted for
by native and forelgd musiclans. 1,300 roubles for the first aud
Suit the second.

has been again post-

Hews of fhe aWeek.

TiEe DoMiNION.~—The House met ou the 13th and was pro-
roguad.  None of the Opposition members attended In the Senate
Chumber, After the prorugation a meetlngof both Minlsterialist
and Opposition members was held at which a resolution con-
demnatory of the course (aken by the Ministry was passed,——
Ninety-one registered letters were stolen from the Toronto Puost
atHee just woek. The Bighin-Brown bout.race for $1,000
comes off at Bedford Basin on the 25thinst The Toronto
eabmen have struck owing to » disagrecment with the Police
Commissioners. A despateh from Fort Garry says that
Lard Gordon has suddenly disappesred. It is sald he has gone
o the Rocky Mountains or British Columbina. A party just
arrived report having met him with a large escort about one
hundred mites from there. Judyges Day, Gowan, and Polette
have been appointed to the Pactiic Rallroad Commission.
It ix reported that the Governor-General and Lady Dufferin wilt
lake up their residence in Quebec until the opening of the next
session of Partiament,

UNITED STATES.—The Boston agencies of four of the largest
English Insurance Companies are understood to have received
orders from the Home onfice to suspend taking Boston risks for
one month in order 10 se¢ what sction is taken there in regard
to strengthening the fire department.——Secretury Richand-
son has directed a thorough investigution to be made In every
bruneh of the New York Custom House. Treasury oflicials
whose duty it is to compromise cases, donot hesitate tosay that
there has been a flagrant abuse of contidence, und that parties
who have been systematically defrawding the GGovernment have
done o with the conuivince of trusted employees in the Custom
Housée tn New York. Nineteen Menonite familles arrived
in New York lust week. A colony of 3,000 souls will come out
in May.

U~NITED KiNgpoM.—Sir John Duke Coleridee having refused
the Mastership of the Rolls, 1t was offered to and uccepted by
Sir George Jessel, Mr Childers retires altogether from the
Mialstry in October, A desperate riot occurred last week
in the military camp on the Curragh of Kildare between two
Irish  reglinents. Severul of the participants were killed, and
many received injuries.——-—Leeds Town Hall was destroyed
by fire last week.~ Au Tmperialist féte was held at Chisle.
hurst by M. Rouher and other prominent members of the party
on the 15th to celebrate the late emperor's jour de fite. Prince
Louis Napoleon mude a speech, in the course of which he said :
s Planting myself as an exile near the tomb of the Emperor, |
represent his teachings, which may be summed up in the mot.
to: ‘Govern for the people by the people.!” The Prince was
Ioudly cheered, and the meeting was most enthustastie, Mr.
Giladstone has been legally advised that his re-election to Pur.
linment ix 5ot required by his assumption of the Chaneellorship
of the Exchequer. Many coal pits in Ielcestershire have
heen closed, several thousand miners having struek in conse.
yuence of dissutisfuction with the weighing system. .

FRANCE.—IL {5 stuted upon the highest iuthority that Count
de Chambord has announced his resolution to aceept the con-
stitution for France, prepared by the members of the Right of
the Asxcinbly and himself, and will rule both by the willof God
and the good will of the people. The proclamation of Monarehy
will be made In about six weiks, Victor Hugo recently ad-
dressed an eloqgaent letter to the Duke de Broglie, tn which he
urges the relense of Henrd Rochefort on account of his Hterury
eminence,. The Duke has replied, deelining to enterfere with
the couwrse of justice, and remarking that the intellectual abliity
of the ofender only serves to inerease his respounsibility,

GErMANY.—There 18 no trath in the report publisthied latety in
several Puris papers thut Metlz would be restored to  Franee
through the influence of Russin, —~The North Germun Gazelts
stigmatised as 1 disgusting inventlon the report fnthe Amerlenn

Prince Is made to say that he would ‘extirpate the tdes of .(God
and substitute that of the Stute. - It. declares that Bismarck
never used such Janguage or-advocated such sentlments, and
bellieves the fulschood originated 11 the annehinations: of the
Jenults, Cholera s lucreusing in virulence at varlous places
in Gerinany. : .

AUHTRIA.—A  gquadron of

Austrian’ war vessely have heen

‘sidered a really important socinl question:
pupers of an Interview with P'rince Bixmarek, In which the - y f ! °

ordered to the const of Spalni——)Many strungers aro leaving
Vienna, ated the nomber of visftors to the exposition ix decrens-
ing daily,.—The prizes at the Vienaa Exbhibition were awnrded
on Tuesday last.

Russia,—The Inpertal family of Russis will assemble to for-
maily receive and welvome the Duke of Edinburgh, who goes o
St. Petersburg In December next.” The marringe of the Duke
with the Graud Duchess Maria will tuke place in the followlng
month. :

SraiN.—-The Republicans have abandoned all n'm fortified
positlons in Navarre excepting only Pampeluna, V ittorin nnd
Vergarn. With the exception of thesa cities, the whole northern
part of the province 1 in full possession of the Carlists,. Don
Carlos is at Alvana with very few troops.  Ello and Dorregary
are marching with 5,000 men toward Aragon, witha view to
ratse that Provinee, and operate jolntly with the movewment In
Cataloniz and Navarre,  Lissagaray s operating In Gulpuzcoa
and Blseay. The wife of Don Carlos has joined her husband
and will share his fortunes in the fleld.. The Carlists uro witd
with enthusiasm over the event. Berga has been eaptured
by tha Carlists, It is oicially stated at Madrid that the
antire Carlist torces in Spain does ndt exceod 2,800 infantry, 150
cuvalry, and 17 pleces of artillery. Curtagena s preparing
for n long struggle.  All males above 16 years of age have been
enrolled. The stroets are almost deserted, and the shops are closed.
The insurgents are issuing paper money. They have further
liberated and armed 1,800 convicts. The German and itritish
Consuls have left the place. One thousand jnsurgent re-
fugees (rom Valenecla have landed on the coast of Alicante, nnd
are levying contributions on rich towns. Elght hundred
Galician Sociallsts ure marching on Portugal, in which country
they hope to find sympathisers with thelr movement, in
the Cortes last week a resolution authorizing legal proceedings
against nine mewmbers of that body implicated {n the recent
insurrection movements, was adopted.  The mioority remains
obstinate and threatens to resign uuless a general amnesty is
granted to the republican insurgents.-- The Cortes has ap-
proved the LI ealling $0,000 reserves [nto active ~ervice against
the Carlist and Republican Insurgents,

SweEDEN,—Christlanople, on Kalmuar Sound, Sweden, has been
entirely destroyed by tire.

SOUTH AMERICA.—The Government of Brazil has determined
10 prosecute the Bishop of Pernambuco, for refusing to obey it~
orders, Daring a debate in the Lower House of the Legislative
Assetubly, upon the course of the Bishop, the President of the
Counecil declared that the Government would foree him to con-
ply with its demands. The {nsargents of Parnguuy made an
attack upon Asuncion, but were repulsed and driven ot Cabal.
tero and a number of other Insurgent chiefs ure reported to have
left the country, The revolution in the Argentine Provinee
of Entre Rios continues. — A treaty of peace between Para-
guay, Brazil, apd the Argentine Kepublic has been <hned.

CrBA.~—Havang  private advices say the insurgents ure
steadlly closing In on Puerto Principe. The city i vrowded with
penniless people, and food supplles are selling at swrvation
rates, Uwlng to the searcity of meat the Governineut has
ceared Lo furnish supplies.

Coursiey fdes Dawes.

Our lady readers are invited {0 contribule (0 this depxirtment.

ANOTHER WORD ABOUT THE CORSETS,

A correspondent writes us as follows: “In deciding the
great question which has been set forth, whether the human
frame should be free or chained, D, has come to our assistance
with some useful axioms fortified by professional kunowledge.
For this timely intervention we have to thank him, as well
as for the declaration that * absolute non-interference and an
absence of all restriction were best,’ but the closing portion
of his essay will be found to be rather at varisnce with the
excellent rule with which it commenced.  The physiological
argument is conclusive for those who will take the trouble to
study it, which they may do with the aid of Dr. Andrew
Combe's populur treatise; but we think D.s supposed dis-
covery of the exact elevation at which a woman's frame may
approximately be cut in two without her being scusible of the
incision, to be, in common parlance, a myth.

If it is proved, as we believe it to be, that the constriction
of the waist will fail to create beauty, why should the practice
be persisted in? . Beauty is very much n thing of mind and
esprit. It is idle to say that small waists are admired,
because even the vitiated: tastes that are pleased with waists
disproportioned to the figure do not admire the sunken
eyes, hollow cheeks, thin lips, limp frames, ruined appetites,
and general guerulonsness and want of stamine which must
invarinbly accompany the smallest failure to realize that very
precise and exceedingly innocuous (D. being believed) form
of cincture which he has too rashly prescribed ; and whatever
may be said in cegard to popular tastes, we maintain that in
looking at any group of faithful studies from good human
models in costume, we are conscious of no instinctive desire
to see the waists different from what they actually are for the
reason that cach bears a certain true relation to the rest of
the figure. , '

We are pleased to say that at the bathing resorts of the St,
Lawrence there are every year to be found young Canadian
ladics who can pull an oar that some of onr sedentary young

fellows might be glad to emulate. Those sensible girls, we may -

depend ‘upon it, do not constrict their waists, or take the
Egyptian-mummy view of animated nature ; and the boating
and swimming of these nainds—the latter of which enjoyments
we fervently wish were entirely- guarded from danger, as the
government should have feeling enough to insist upen its
being—will be found far better precursers of the future useful
snd carnest ¢ hoonse-mother’ than the long list of :aihments
and general depression of vitality that accompany the silly
practice under discussion.  We do not repest the arguments
here of the deprivation of vital grace, but weare wel! assured
that u general freedom of step and movement is o qnality that
will appeal to every healthy eye, notwithstanding all that D,
adduces. It would probably be far better to inquire into the
forms of activity that’ will maintain the figure in light and
graceful guine, f8 50 much stress is laid on these particular
merits, Perhaps our more learned professors of - calisthenles
could afford a hint in this department of what - will be con-
False principles
can only result in defective practice, and it will be best to
provide our- fair ones with such rules ar can b teuated,  As
has lately been well said @ ¢ ‘The realization of the ideal of life

is the great design of God, and the great work of man, and -

the gociely of Christendom is certalnly beginning to be con-
scious of this mighty truth, aithough it may be far from
upanimous in its modes of presenting it. :

PARIS FASHION NOTES.

A now fashion which has suddonly come into favouy iy a
outdoor garment called a #surcot.” It I8 4 sort of polonaiy,
with plastrons entirely differcut in colour from the rest, angd
with large sleeves cut out in petal-like scollops, precisely g
were worn in the ifteenth century. . Sometimes the surcot is
composed of n bodice ouly, with these immense sleoves, At
other times it forms part of a polonaise, For cxample,
brown faflle skirt of the peculinr shade known ua nnlul’nn
lunves ; the lower part of the skirt was trimmed with o)y,
and with brown and silver-grey fringe; at the back there wagy
wmultitude of flounces, as well a8 brown and grey fringe, The
surcot waus brown silk, und its wide scolloped sleoves disclogeg
coat-shaped grey sleeves beneath. The plastron was composed
of immense pearl-groy gimp leaves, cntirely covering 1),
frout of the bodice ; chased silver buttons fastened it, Thepe
was no basque in front, but it described a sort of rounde
point like a habit bodice. The basque at the back terminate
with groy and brown fringe,

Whaiscoata are universally worn, and oceasionally their sige
approaches the ridiculous; but the): are more covered with
the jacket of the polonaise than during the spring.  The fol-
towing casino tollette was made o few days ago at a famoys
Parisian house : A white Chambéry gauze skirt, bouillonné iy
front with very wide puflings; a large Montespan polonaig.,
madoe of blue China cripe, with wideorgan-pipe plaits of blye
faille, lined with pink faille, and turned down to show a small
portion of the pink. Very long pink silk walstcont slecyes,
with double rumMles of blue sitk, lined with pink and Valw,.
ciennes luce, Black velvet walstcoats, with white plqué cog.
tumes, are very popular.

Waistbands are by no means abandoned, and ns long us
polounires ure in vogue they will never go out of fashion.
For senside wear they are made of Russian leather, and have
a Russinn leather fan and scent bottle suspended upon them,
from either silver or steel chains,  These ook vers well oy
éorn dresses, which continue to remnin in favour, notwith.
standing their want of novelty. A ladvlike style of make for
an deru dress is to trim the back of the skirt with éeru flonnees,
embroidered with écru thread, and to work the ilat tablier iy
front in the same style. The poionaise is bordered with two
narrow embroideced frills, and the band, Lows, aud sash are
all of chestnut brown silk, The sablor biue linen driesses
now in vogie are rendeced  very stylish when tritnmed with
a profusion of fringe and écru guipure. Blue linen is often
used for trimming corn dresses. So much depends on the
manner of ornamenting these linen dresses, for uunless the
trimming and cut impart style to the costwne there is
nothing very mnch to admire in the material,

A Charming Colimel,

The fdure wife of the Duke of Fdinburgh, Prinecas Mang
Alexandrovng, s Honorury Colonet of the Yambargh Regtment
of U'hdaas, aud her photograph (o the untform ol this galiynt
troop, crapka ou hewd, the white soltana bunging gracetiui
down, makes her the niost charmuing cotonel! {o Wl 4y
Russlas,

The Grand Duke Alcris Betrothed.

The Girand Duke Alexix, mumour says, was sent forth on hi
travels by his lmpertadl father, 1o order that the bove he had
conceived for the duughter of s tntor of the (lznr milght Le for.
gottets In abienes, new thoughis, and hew scenes, 3t thee
Girand Duke's love resisted such treatment, and when he reacied
Russin agaln was ax warm ad ever,  And it s w0 be rewandng, ot
be has been given permission to eontract a morgntatle marion
with Mlle, Jouvoskt, tis old lave,

The Mxle in Fuar Orpaments.

We think pearts are wasted un the hllts of swonds, vet i s
now tho great fushiion fn Puris to bhave oue on w ywtaghag or
dogger, that 5 worn as an var-ring, not peidant, bat o b gy
pearanee thrast through the pretttest part of one’s Keetiest g
ceptive uorgin, It Is only g appearance, fortunately, thei:
belog o sprivg underneath concealint by either o penrl or soe
Jowel thnl serves as Wit JU s 50 acleverly disposad thad st
Fastens the munlerons-looking weapon ke any other sar-ring
hut 1t looks us U w Jealous Gluour had flereely plunged e
weupon and left [t there,  This plece of jowellery iv croging o
great sensation.  When worn by an olive-skinsied brunette,
whose bright eyves flash, 1T nttrcts one us peard wiil sonmeting. .,
until youils tiieds he v the vietim of cutting things.

Guoid T'aste in Dress.

In woapectad artiele on the tople of dress the Lowtdon il
says: The fnsutiable thirst tor chunge of fastbon prectisdes the
possibliity of the providence of roeal jgood Laste 1n dress, whivh
corpists in refined stmpiteity, with a satservieney of ormuament
w use, Lot quiet cotours tn durable wmaterials ba eligsen best
sulted to the complexion of the wearer, on the princtple of bt
mony elther of anulogy or contrast, as deseribis! by Chevreall
In bls excellent work; et wll fjewellery whiel sefvex no purpose
be bantshed: Jet sueh as muy remnta he of the bost, ar be
banished too—for surely 1t s better to huve no watehi-rhatu, no
nircklace, no ear-rings (although the Intter rany perbaps holp to
shiorten the appenrance. of an overlonyg neck), than 1o siggest
odlons cown purisony between Individusds i different wadks of
ife, Let ful people wear noutrnd colours, and wid people soft
eolours, paling with advanctug age, for thelr fices having sunken
und becotno dim, they will no tonger be nble o throw up their
complexlons by deftly contrusted hues, butl must attaln a pleas-
thg eflect by a genernl hala of softness, which will throw inte
redief the brightiness of the eye, the st spot where hinman bty
longers ere i fades altogether out of sjght.”

T he Rlexxing of Bellx.

For years women have weakly protestd against thefr Hoequa-
Hty with the tyrant man in the anatter of pockets, for wheress
one solitury receptacie for handkerchief, purse, gloves, Koife,
tablets; nnd vinalgrette Is all that fate and fxhlon grant to lovely
woman, man s packets of all shupes nnd sizaes, sitwted 1o atl
prris of his dress, to say nothing of the nmple storage rosm
afllorded by his hat. Bat now the leather el comes 1o the relief
of the Mmir xex, nnd they make good use of i, Fully equlpyped,
o youlg wornan wears-hanglng 1o the Russian leather bund
which cucircies lier slendor- walst cight articles, to wit: Sup
umbrelin, vinnlgrette, pocket-bonk, fan, bunety of keyy, gloves
buttoner, stonlt case for thimble aud setssors, hamlkerehief, and,
o RBundays, nn ortmnmental - pruyer-hook. . Gld gentlomen nad
sober young men say that ladles thus adorned ook ke tools,
but this is only mnsecaline envy, Womuan it jnst assumes her
proper. position st saperiority,  No longer doss she envy her
brother mun's pockets, slnee she now has w place in-which to
put all her possessions, nod, morcover, i plnce. whieh doss not
conceal them tike npocket, but sliows thew to Maze forth u
glory, aml excite the euvy of all her cousing, sisters-fn-taw, sind
other enemnies; - Belty will give a denthoblow (o Bloonuseisin.

John Stuwret MilsT ;unuhiuurupliy i thie printer's hnnds,
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