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LEATHER PAVING BLOCKS.

There seems ta be no limit to the ingen-
uity of man in his adaptation of materialsto
multitudinous uses, Yet another paying
substance is about to arise to compete with
the ordinary paving brick. A company
has been organized in Boston with a capi-
1al of $300,000 to manufacture railroad tiey
and paving blocks from leather. Natur-
ally, the inventors are sangumne that their
material will revolutionize the paving brick
industry. Should this be the case, we will
be able to see the advertisem~=nts on this
new paving material  with a war-cry
“‘tough as leather.”

These paving pls ks are to be aade of
the little scraps which  hitherto have been
allowed to goto waste. The company
controls a patented process by which it is
claimed all waste leather can be utilizedto
the best of advantage so that the pave-
ments which are employed daily i wear-
ing out the “‘soles” of the pedestrians and
heir footgear “will be repaired by the pav-
ing block product of the uppers. Itis
said by the officials of the company thatin
railroad ties alone, a saviag of $7,000 per
mile can be cffected in  construction,
This invention has the advanmage of a
‘novelly anyhow, and all we have todoisto
wait and see whether its claims will be
substantiated by the uctual manufacture
and use of the product.  In the meantime
we will advise our readers te save their old
shees ard beots ; they may have a market
value,— Exchange.

LEGAL DtCISIONS AFFECTING
MUNICIPALITIFS.

McCrare v. TOWNsHIP OF BROOKE:
Bryck v. TOWNSHIP OF BROORE.— Judg-
ment (R) in appeal by defendants from
order of Divisional Court allowing appeal
by plaintifis from order of Meredith, C. J.,
dismissing their application to have all
malters arising in the actions referred to
the draiinage referee as an official referee.
The actions were brought for alleged in-
juries to plaintiffs’ lands and crops by rea-
~on ol the construction of certain drains by
the dfendants and the obstruction by them
of curtain ditches.  Proceedings had alvo
been bepun by the plaintffs under the
Drainage Act for such damages as could
be recovered, if at all, only at a trial be-
fore the drammage referee under that Act.
Meredith, C.J., hadbeen of opinion that
the drainage referce was not an official
referee, and that there was therefore no
power to refer as asked in the absence of
a consent. But the Divisional Court had
thought that the drainage referee, being
ana officer of the court, was an official re-
ferce, and referred the actions tohim. The
township now appealed on the ground that
a wrong conclusion had been arrived at
as to the cffect of the statutory provisions.
Held, that no one could be an official re-
ferec who was not one of the officers named

insecs 11 (1) of the Judicature Act, or had
not been appointed an official referce by
the Licutenaut-Governor under see. 140
(2%, The drainage refeiee, while an officer
of the court, and holding oflice by the same
tenure as an ofticial referee under sec. 88
of the Arbitration Act, was not an official
referee, Nis powers being defined by see.
89. No reference to him could therefore
be directed here except as a spacial referce
by consent.  Order of Divisional Court
reversed, and thut of Meredith, C. J., re-
stored, with costs,

THE ORIGIN OF SEWER PIPE.

The extensive and ever-increasing use
of sewer pipe inour large ~ities to-day
leads one to endeaver to ttace backin
thought the origin of this utilization. Much
interesting  hght has been cast upon the
carly history of the sewer pipe by some
recent cxcavation in the ancient city of
Nippur. The founda‘ion of this great
metrspolis was laid four thousand years
belfore Abraham, and the occulists in their
investigation have uncarthed a remark-
able system of sewerage.  The sewer was
made by breaking up the botlom of <tone-
ware jars and inserting the neck of one
jar inthe botlom of the next, the joints
being pasted with clay. It will thus be
said that there is a very slight difference
in design between the sewer pipe of the
piesent time and that used by the ancieat
Nippurians. Nippur is located on what is
supposed to have been the Garden of Eden.

Mr. C.A. Kingston, city clerk, of Lon-
don, Ont., has tendered his resigeition
and & successor has been appointed in the
person of Mr, C. B. Edwards, M. A, Mr.
King.ton purposes residing in California
for the benelit of Mrs. Kingston's healih.

As nearly ascan be determined there
were used last year in fifiy-five citiesin
Great Britain and Ireland from whh re-
turns were received by the British Columi-
bia Information Bureau, 3¢,350,0uv0 wooden
bodks, valued at $1,500,000.

Lyons Electric Co - Brantford, Ont.

Coantractors, Speclalists, General Supplies.
Close Fig 'res on High Class Work.

JOHN GALT,CEsM/,

Mgm Can. Soc. C.E. ano C.E.A, Etc.
CONSULTING ENGINEER and EXPELT
ROOM 12, ABERDEEN CHAMIBERS,

ictetia and Toponto

Specialties—~Water Sapply and_Beweragd.

WATERWORKS
PUMPS

Mounicipalities contemplating
the installation of waterworks
pumps will find it to theic
advantage to investigate our
pumps—both as to cost aad
service.

Northey pumps are giving
satisfaction ‘under all sorts of
conditions in scores of towns
in Canada.

WE MAKE

Peocun

%){:ftics“

Write or telegraph and we
will send a representative to
you to make a personal in-
spection,

Northey pumps are designed
for efficient, continuous work
and meet the requirements.
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Portland Cement..

ALL GRIDE ¢,

largest Makers in the World.

Write or Telegraph to
BELLHOUSE, DILLON & CO.,

30 St. Fiancois Xavier Strect, MONTREAL,

for prices--Large stock constantly

on hand.

BELLHOUSE, DILLOF & CO., 505t Francis Xavier st.. Montreal

Sole Agents for the Compagnie Generale des Asphaltes do France (Rock Asphalt.)

ORTLAND
GEMENT

Paving and Fire Brick a Specialty
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NORTH'S GONDOR

‘*DYCEERHOFF '’ and ‘‘WHITB CROSS’’ Bran!s ) -

SORTH'S CONDOR™ BRAND AWARDEG FIRST PRIEE AND GOLD KEOAL AT THE ANTHERP EXRIBION
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