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starving by us last winter. Al this has been ascertaned by Mr. McKay
on lis two recent trips for provisions.

On lis first trip Le came to a camp of 400 tentS, comprising various
bands. This seauson mnuny traders, and even Company men, have been
badly treated by the Indians, but as soon as they knew who lie vas the
dancers (who act as a kind of soldiers) took charge of bis carts, and in a
very short time his loads were completed. They caused himî to stay witlh
them a night longer than le intenJed, and gave him an escort till lie vas
beyond the danger of any reckless young fellows stealing Lis horses. The
chief of the Fort Pitt Indians (the lcadina man in the j1ains) at that time
sent me a very friendly nissage. On lus last trip (rom whicli le bas
just returned) lie found that the large camp had been broken up, but he
camne to a division of it conaisting of 200 tents. The chef of the Jack-fish
Lake Indians gave him a most hearty welcome, saying tht lie Lad traded
with hin before, that lie was thankful lie always brought such things as the
Indians needed, and gave theu full value for what lie bought, and never
cheated themi; that lie had heard niany accounts of the kindness of the
Missionary to the Indians, and lie intended to have visited hin before this,
but as Lis people have no carts they could not carry provisions so far, but
that lie himinself intends to visit the mission in the coning fal, and in the
neantime Mr. McKay wvas to deliver- this message to ie.

I think it was in my last letter that I mentioned that on these occasions
Mr. McKay talks and reads and prays with as many as aue willing to listen.
On the trip that I have just been speaking of, an Indian carne into the tent
where le was and said, "I want to ask you sonething, I know you will.
tell me the truth. I have heard that all the dead people will risc again to
life; is it true ?" Mr. McKay told him 'itwas quite truc, tlat thec reat God
lias taught us that in Lis own book. The Indian asked, "Will all the
Indians who have been killed on the plaine, and have been devoured by
the wolves, risc again l' e 'was told thiat tley woul. Ie was bewildered,
and wondered how these bodies, pieces of which were scattered in many
places and turned into earth, could be made into bodies again; but he
seemed satisfied whent lie w as told that the great God, who had at first made
the bodies of our fir'st parents out of the ground, can judt as easily gather all
that scattered dtust and make i into bodies agai. Thuen followed a conver-
sation on how Christ was born, and what le did to save us, and how Chiris-
tians have no need to fear death since the.y have such a ßaviour.

Many of the Indians expressed their deternination to visit us this fall.
Now you perceive that the way is open for good being done, or at least
hioped for by such itinîeranîces as we have been talking of whichu could not
have beei looked for two or three years ago. Neverteless, I ami perfectly
convinced that the plan we have laid out for the mission is the proper one
if we seek for permaneney to our work-educate the young and do whiat
we cau to induce fanilies to settle; lence it is that I ama pushing forward,
building and fariing as nuch as I can, satisfied for the present to dig
away at that rough foundation work, that we imiay all the sooner be
able to lodge and feed a numiber of these little wanderers, and to assist
families in their first efforts to becoue settlers. Still I trust no one can
charge nie wvith ieglecting the spiritual part of the work. The fact that fi-e
adult Indianîs lave been tptized as hopefil converts to the Gospel, and
that two Indians have been adnitted to the Lord's table since the coin-
mnencement of the misioun, i., soie proof thxat our work in that direction has
not been in vain. Also, that ahnust every Indian li-iting here attends
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