18 4 THE

CRITIC. .

. - -
o —— S s

Theve are young mon amongst us that have groat roveuuss wud high
mlitary stations, that repino st theoe months gervica with their regi-
mouta if thoy go Gty smies from homo. Boup Aud vedison an’® "-rtld
aro thelr supremo delight and joy, —an offeniinate raco of coxcombn,
_ the future leadors of our armioy, dufe ndun sud pmlectors ol our ;;nsnt
" aud freo untion!

+ You bid e avoid Fort Wilhiatn, becausa you boliove it stull worre
then $his place.  That will not bo wy resson, for wisbing to nveid at,
but the change of convorsation ; tho feur of becomng & more raffiua , and
of smhbing the tymnmeal principlus of no shsolute commander, or v
g Wiy tseusibiy to the tompiatieus of power, t.01 I bocowo proud, iv
aolent st intoleralle . ~thesa considerats sn wll make me wish to leave
the regiment hefore the next ninter. and alwava if it conl! be wo aftor
cight monthn duty: that by frequenting mon above mysulf I may know
tuy true condition, and by discoursing with tho othier sex may lonrn
vomo civility and midness of carriuge, but never puy the prico «f the
last unprovunont with the lugs of reasvu.
uno thisn n goutle, ainorous puppy, obnoxiour to sll the world One of
the wildest of tho wild cluus 1 s worthior buaing than a  perfect

Philander

¢
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not idle.

_Wolfe, it must bo owned, does not write well. Ho has rea-
son to envy, as ho does, the grace of the female style He
pot only ungranmmatical. waich, in a familiar lettor, is n matter
of very smnull consequence, bnt somewlst stilted. Perhaps 1t
was hike the © Madam, the fashion of the Johunsonian era
Yot beneath the buckram you always feel that there is 8 heart.
Porsons oven of tho same profession aro cast in very difforent
moulds ; and the mould of Wolfo was us ditierent as possible
{rows that of the Iron Duke.

Wolfe s dreary garnson lewsure in Scotland, however, was
His books go with ham, aud Le is doing his bost to
cuitivate timself, both professionally and generally. He after
warde recommends to ¢ frieud, evidently from lus own cexpe
rionce, n long hist of nnlitary hustorios and other works ancient
and wodern. T ne aucients he rend 1n transistions.
s wide, and ho appreciates military genins in all its furms.
* There 35 un abundavcee of military knowledge to be picled
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His rauge .

Better Lo a auage of sowc

.out of the ives of Gustavus Adolphus and Charles XII. Kiug

of Sweden, and of Zisca the Bohemian, and if 8 wleruble ac
chunt could be got of the exploits of Scanderbeg, it would be
mestumable, for he excels all the officers ancient aud modcrn
wn the condnet of n swmall defensive army.” At Louisburg,
Wolfe put i practice, with goud cfivet, 8 mauwuvre which he

- had learned from the Carduchs i Xenophon, showing, perhaps,

by this reproduction of the tactics employed two thousaud yeni~
before by o barbavous tribe, that in the eo-called art of wm
there w a largo element which is not progressive. Books will
never make a_seldier, but Wolfe, #s a onhtary student, had the
advantage of actual experience of war. Whenover he could
find n teacher, ho studied mathematies, zealously though appa

rently not with deheht. 4 I have read the muthemaues uli I
am grown perfectly stupsd. and have aigebraically worked away
the httle portion of understanding that*was allowed to me.
They bave not even left we the qualities of a coxcomb ; for Iean
nwither laugh nor sng nor talk un hoar upon auything. The
Iatter of these 1s 8 seusiblo loss, for it axclades a gentleman
fron: oll goud company und makes hims eutirely unfit for the
conversation of the polite world.” ¢ I don't know how the
wmathematics may sasist tho judgmeunt, but they buve a great
tondenoy to make men dull. I who am far from buing spright-
ly ovon in my gaicty, am tho very reverse of it st this time.”
Certmuly to produce gprightliuess is neither the aim nor the
gencral effect of mathematics.  That while military education
waun carnied ou, genersl cultnre was vot wholly neglected, is
proved by the jamous oxclumatiort about Gruy's Elegy, the

most signal homage perbaps that a poet ever received.® At
Glasgow, where there 13 a Univarsity, Wolfe studies mathe.
mates i the mormng , in tho afternoon he endeavours to re
gnin Ins lost Latin,

Norn traimnug himself did ho veglect to train his goldiers,
Ho had mnrked with bitterness of hicart the murderous conse.
quence to which neglect of traming had led inthe beginning of
every war  Probably he bad the ariny of Irvédariek before I
eyes.  Hin words on musketry pragtice may still have an in
terest.  ** Marksmen are néwhere $o nocéssary as in & moun
tatuous country ; besides, firing at objets teaclies the goldiars
to level mcomparably, nmkcs tho recrwmit steady, and removes
the fouhish upprehension {hat scizes young soldiers when they
first load their syms with bullets. We fire, first singly, then:
by nles, ono, two, three, or moro, then by ranks, and lastly by
platoons ; and the soldiers see the effects of their shots, esye-:
emlly at a mark or upon water. Wo shoot ohliquely and in
different mtux\uons of ground, frow heights downwards aid
contrariwise.’

Mibitary cducation and atter:tion to the details of the pro-
fession  were not very common under the Duko of Wellngton.
They wore still loss common under the Duke of Cumberland.
Before he was thirty, Wolfo was o great militavy eutbority;-ind
what was required of Chatham, 1o Jus case, was not so much
the eye to discern latent merit, as the bolduess to promote
merit over the head of rank.

In a pussage just quoted Wolfe expresses his fear lest com-
mand should mwake hnn tyrannical. He was early tried by the
temptation of power. He became Liout.-Colonel at twenty-
five ; but in the ubsence of hus Colonel he had ulready been in
commnand at burlmg when be was only twenty-three. This
wag I1n quarters where he was practically despotic. He does not
fail m his fetters to pour out his heart on hus situstion, * To-
morrow Lord George dackwville goes away, and I take upon me
the difficult and troublesome employment of a commander.
Yon ¢an t conceive how difficult & thing 1t 18 to keep the pas-
stons within bonnds, when anthonty and immaturity go to-
gether to endeavour at a churacter which has every opposition
from withm and that the very condition of the blood is a sufi-
cent obstacle to. Faney you see me that must do justice to
zood and bad; reward and pumsh with an equal unbiassed
haud ; one that 18 to reconctle the severity of discipline with

. the dictates of humamty ; once that must stady the tempers
. and dispositions of muny nien, m order to muko therr situation

cafy and agreeable to them, and should endenvour to oblige all
without partinhity ; o mark set up for everybody to observe and
judge of ; and last of all, suppose one omployéd in discouraging
vice, and rocommending the reverse, st the turbulent age of
twenty-three, when 1t 18 possible I may have as great a pro-
pensity that way as any of the men-thet I converse with.”
He had dificultics of charncter to contend with, as well-us dif-
ficultics of nge. His femper was quick: hd knew it « My
temper s much too warm, aud sudden resentmeént forces out
expressions and eve 1 actions that are neither justifiable nor ex-
cusablo, nnd perhaps I do not conceal the natural heat so much
us 1 vught to do.” He even felt that he was apt to misconstrue
thie 1ntentions of those around bim, sud to chorish groundless
projudices. 1 hnvo that wicked disposition of mind that

* % The bonst of heralitry, the pewp-of power,
And all that beanty, all that wealth e'or gavo,
Await aliko the inovitable bour:
The paths of glory lead but to tho greve.” —Eo.



