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peril his professional good repute.

There is not on record any well-attested case
of death from cannabis indica. Potter says:
“Death has never been produced.” Hare
asserts : “ No cases of death from its use in man
is on record.” Bartholow affirms: ¢ Cases
of acute poisoning have never been reported.”
Stillé states: “We are not acquainted with
any instance of death.” Wood declares:
“Hemp is not a dangerous drug; even the lar-
gest doses do mot compromise life. No acute
fatal poisoning has been reported.” A prolong-
ed personal experience, compassing the history
of many cases—men and women—and hundreds
of doses, ranging {rom 30 to 60 minims of the
fluid extract, has never brought any anxiety
along toxic lines.

Having thus brushed aside this bugbear, we
may note en passant, the statement, on high
authority—Potter—that “cannabis was former-
ly much employed as an anodyne and
hypootic, It is now somewhat out of fash-
ion.” Why this early reput¢ has not been
continued, is due to a cause eited, coupled with
non-reliable products, and doubtless, the com-
ing of other analgesie-soporifics.

The first cause nead not longer obtain; the
second can be vemoved by caretul choosing and
trial ; while the last should not preclude the use
of & drug tha’ has a special value in some morbid
conditions, and the intrinsic merit and superior
safety of which entitle it to the place it once
held in therapeutics. Digitalis, for a tims, was
in disuse. So, too, codeine, which my experience
has proved a valued anodync—-one worthy a
wider use than it has had, and which I think it
will surely get—and impelled me to present the
American Medical Association, at its last meet-
ing, with a paper thereon, that I trust you have
done me the honor to read.

There is a conmsensus of opinion among
writers on therapeuties as to tho anti-agrypnic,
analgesic and anzsthetic power of Indian hemp.
For the latter it was used prior to ether.
Wood, testing ic in himself, asserted ¢ marked
anesthesia of the skin all day.” Stillé says:
“Its anzsthetic virtue is shown in allaying the
intense itching of eczema, so as to permit sleep.”
And that a similar seemingly trivial disorder
may have a serious outcome is proven by the
fact that a well marked case of triple addiction,
under my care last year—a medical man who
took daily 15 grains morphine with 35 grains
cocaine, subcutaneously, and 14 ounces of rum—
had its rise in a morphia hypodermic taken to
relieve urticaria.

Stillé says: “Its curative powers are un-
questionable in spasmodic and painful affections.”
Noting the latter in detail, its most 1mportant
use is in that opprobrium of the healing art—,

"migraine. In a paper by the ertel, ewht
years ago, ¢ Opium Addiction among Medical

Men,”—Medical Record, June 9, 1883 —in re-
viewing the causes, this was asselted the most
flequent Enlarged experience has not chang-
ed that opinion. A cass from such cause,
woman, ten years morphia taking, 30 grains, by
mouth, daily, is now under my care. A sister,
so situated, from the same cause, awaits similar
service; and their mother took morphia for
headache till death ended her need.

Ringer says: “No single drug have I found
so useful in migraine.” He thinks it acts well
in all forms, but seems most useful in prevent-
ing rather than arresting. He deems it special-
ly eﬁ\,cmve in attacks due to fatigue, anmety, or
climacteric ehange. Dr. E. C. Seguin, in 1887,
commended it highly.

Dr. Wharton Sinkler, in a paper on migraine,
gives first place to cannabis, and thinks it of more
value in this form of headache than any other.
Richard Green, who first commended it in this
complaint, thinks it not only relieves, but cures;
in nearly all cases giving lasting relief.

In the British Medical Journal, July 4, 1891,
Dr. Sackling, Prof. of Medicine, Queen’s
College, Birmingham, writes: I have during .
the last few years been accustomed to prescribe
Indian hemp in many conditivns, and this drag
seems to me to deserve a better repute than it
has obtained.” He calls it “almost a specific”
in a form of insanity peculiar to women, caused
by mental worry or moral shock, in which it
clearly acts as a psychic anodyne-—“seems to
remove the mental distress and uarest.” Affer
commending it in melanchelia and mania he
says: ““In migraine the drug is of great value;
a pill containing one-half grain of the extract,
with or without a one-quarter grain of phosphate
of zine, will eften immediately check an attack,
and if the pill be given twice a day continously,
the severity and hequency of the attacks are
often much diminished. I have met with
patieuts who have been incapacitated for work
from the frequency of the attacks, and who
have been enabled by the use of Indian hemp to
resume their employment.” In a personal note
the doctor wrote: “I have used Indian
hemp as an anodyne and hypnotie, and find it
most useful in both ways. 1 have mever seen
any ill tesaits.” :

Al.ustie commends it in migraine and the pains.
of chronic chloral and alchohol taking. In his .
work on neuralgia—the hest ever wntten, and
one which I advise every one to read, if nct
read—he says: “From one-quarter to one-half’
grain of guod ewtract of cannabis repeated in
two houss,’ if it has not producerd sleep, is a2
excellent remedy in migraine of the young, It
is'very important in this disease that the /Lalut
of long neuralgic paroxysms should mnot be set
u:p.n ) . .
Russell Reynolds thinks that in neuralgia, -
and neuritis, even of long standing, it is by far"



