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hack and drawi to the edge of the bed, aci
kne tb'eg support c y an assistati. T'elic iit
muust be good, so that the oiertor cail sec wliat
lie is about. My bivalve specuil ui beinîg now
inrodbued, the vaglina is vell swabbed out
m ith a live per cent solution of carbulic acidi.
Bv the aid of a stroig uterine tenaculumin the ce-
Vi.x is steadied, aid the smailer dilaton is int ced
as far as ilt will go. Upon gentle suretching opeli
th1 pa joitionIi of tie caial whici it occupes, the
suicture above so yields that, when tic i1Sntr1umelt
is closcul, it cai be ilade to pass tp higber,
Tiis ib rîepetitions of this imuantîclvre, little by
litle, in a few miîiiiniutes' tile a cnria canal is
unne mted oui wbich before could nîot admit the
liest probe. Shoulid the os extemu lie a mv're

pinibhle, or it lhe too smliall to admit the beak of
the lilator, it i enlarged by the closed blades of a
pair of straight scissors, which aie inrodtucd
witih a hîormî ug iîotion. As sooli as the caviiy
of the 1mb is ga ined, thiie h:alles are graduallv
broiuht togetheî, and alimved to stay for one Ot
tio Minutes. 'l'he smnail dilatur being now with-
dwn, hilie kirger one is inrocluced ani the
hanadles are thn siow'ly siewcet toward 0e
another, if the tlexion be very markcd this
insumti aber beting witlh drawin shloiulid be rein-
tnu \yced with1 its c urve 1 e VCsC d to that
ol i lhe tic io>n, aid the final dilatation
thei lmadev. l'Iut in <uing tis the operator mtîst
sake goodi care not to rotate tie wolb off its axis
and i not to nmistake the twist for a reversail of

flec ion. 'h ne ethur is now ux li hheld, anîd the dilator
kept in si/u sone ifteen iniutes, wilen i is closed
r-emoved, mi the vagina well synged (ut w'ith
thU saume s olution of caibolie acid. Oc)ccasontally
a stight tw oif b!ood wil liast for several days
after Lte opurtion, siulating bhe ieistiral ilux.
0ftei thie tihn is precipitated, or it is rnciewcd,if tie
operiation tollows or precedes it too soon. h'lie

best titue foi dlilaation s,therefTe,iidway Ietveeli
two imionthly eriods. \Wcre the case beore tus a
i etiolexi un, ihotuld, after the iIlatation, put in
a pess uy long enough Lo span the ankle of flexuîre.
This never fails to staighten t te vonmb, and

Although this operatio looks like rough work
w1hen compîlarcd wil teit lieat but dangierous cuit-
tinîg onu', the patient will probably need not more
thai nyo supposiories, anid she will complaini
merely ut sorciess for one or two days. To fore-
stilI aiv tendeincy to iîtiii jus she w-il be kept in
bed until all teidcniess has disappeared. Pain
will 1e m1et by rectal supposutories of opiiumn, and
by large poultices laid over the abdomen. Fron
this operation i have seil ony slight pelvic dis-
turnliice, but it lias always belen readily coitroulled
and bas not given alari. Ii one case of dilata-
tion, cmplicated by a fibroidi of Uie woumb, a
uterine colie lastei for several days, but it was
fiîally subuducd by asaetidia un large dloses, and
never became ini ilanunaory. Should the termper-
ature rise, and symptonis of pelvic i nhlammuunation

appear, the ice-bag should replace the warmn pou.
tice. But I have not yet luet with a temperature
hilgh enIoug to neied this ciiergetic mlinde of treat-
mnit.

[l ti great majority of cases i dilate the canal
lot to the fuillest extent of the larger instrumnîent,
but, as in the case before us, to one anc a quarter
iches. Somnetimes, in an infantile cervix, which

<loes not ieadilv yicld, and miht give way, the
handles arc not Screwel closer than three quarters
of an iielh or anil inch, but this is exci'ptional,
Teoing of ti cervix. has happened ii four of miy
cases---ini two froi the sudden slipp i ng out ofthe
bI-ak, and in two fron sher stretci ig. 'liree of
tlhese were umarriel, anîd the cervix of cach was
sp'lit posteriorly, niearly lalf-way to the vagitial
jilction. The rent looked exactly like the incision of
the cuttinig or bloody operation, but it was onfly
half the length of tle latter. As it kept the os ex-
terntumi patlus aid could1 lot do anly nischief,
i d1i idot siew it up. The fourth case was that of

a imiultipara, wiose lîterine canal lad becin nearly
c'loscd up by applications of silver nitrate, made
lv ber physician, with the view of ciing what le
supposed was Ii '" tulcerat ion of the os," but which
was a llateral laceratioli. 'lie tissues, rendered
cientricial and brittle by the caustic, were tori by
the dilator for about balfan mcli on the right side.
ilHere the lenorrhage was frc e nouigh to nieed
sty pptic aplications and a ligit tampon. I could
lave stopped it by wire suitures, but this was iot
dlone, as iL wotuld have defeated the object of the

For slight dila tations, such as for tIe office treat-
mient of aiteflexiois aid of stelosîs, or for the in-
t1oduction of the curette, or of the applicator armed
with cottonî, the more delicate iistrunimeit is quite
strong enogli, andt an anzesthetic is not needed.
i also tise it in womlien who obje:ct to takinîg ether,
but the operation is thenî very painful, and it alias to
be repeated several times, wliiie the results are by
nu m Seans s good as when the canal has been

dilatel by tie laiger instrument and tnden etier.
)ccasionally in virgins, in order to save the liyiein

i have dispenseud with the speculum, aid bave
dilated with the more sîender instrumiietnt, passinig
it in along my finger, but this can not always be
done, and it is usually unsatisfzictoîy. I was led
tu this becauîse, on one occasion, I was asked to
give a certificate of virginity-in olther words, to
write and sign a paper stating that before the
operation the hymen was intact. i also had to do
this in the case of an inmîarried voman, whose
perneumin spite of lateral cuts, vas badly tom Ii
my efforts to deliver with the obstetric forceps a
very large fibroid toîmor of the vomb. When she
returned home tie village croles got iup stuch a
buzz of scandal that I had to go to lier defense.
Sometimes, iiin a very shîarply anteflexed wonib, the
dilator cau iot be made to pass the os interntII.
This lifhculty is overcone by first passing 1 a
surgeon's probe, and thien, along it as a guide, the
dilator.


