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uterus was closed by a dense ineiibrane, the resuilt of previous infiînnn-
tionî of the vagrina and wlich had caused retention of tie mllensi's or
nearly two years. After several attempts, the uterus was successfully punctured
and a large collection of dark thick fluid 'was evacuattel. lit is worthy of not ic,
that these expericnced practitioners arivcd at a correct diagnosis, 'mil proceled
to tle performance of' a successful operation, after repeated exanm natiîons, xtend-

iig over two years, and nmanîy preliiniiiiary steps in operativc procedings were
taken, before the successful one was at last, adopteil. I think it right to draw
attention to tihis foet, because .1 knîow froi experience low difietL t it i to arrive
at a correct conclusion, not onlly as to the nature oif the lesioln, bti ialso as t'o the
best plan of treatinent, u1less ve bave made repeated exainations aund refleted
c:ref'ully uponl the fe1atures of the diseas disclosed at each exanimination. h'Il is
caution will not appear unneessary to tlose vho have 'eiad thIlie sieauity detaiis of*
the fcw cases on record, iii w]hich it is cvid lent that tie true nat ire 1fe obstue-
tion was frequently overlooked, al the iileutlty of' iagnosis iuih unideirrted
as well as the prompt and easy perfhrtance ut the operative proceedings, in
othier instances, imuch exggerated.

c'Isc 1. I wnas suininoicd to a distance froi Mot re:d to visit a yon g unarrieul la-
dy, on May 13th 1857, who had been coifirned to lier bcd for somuue mionths, ard who
was reduccd by suffering to a state of* great debility. There was ch obscuity
about her case; she and lier liusbaind were under the imiipression that sie was
five or six nictlis prcgnant, as the iienses had not appeared duriig tat tie,
but as she felt iuch pain ia uneasness in tle lower part of' th aholonen,
with difliculty of naking water, pain anld fi] ulness over thie regioni of thei ovaries,
acconpanied by a constant creamoy discharge fron tie vagilna, tiey fiAt aarmed
that aill was not right, and a gradual wasting cf flesh and loss of strength, gave
rise to iuch apprehension.

I need not state the details of the case more fully than to say, thiat I dii not
detect any symptoui of pregnancy, and tLre was Io evilence wlatever of an cii-

largement of the womb, or an accunulation of fluid in its eavity,-thle abdome
was soft, but painful on pressure above the pubis, and .over tle inguina
regions; the stethoscopic sigis of' pregnancy wcre absent, tlierc was however,
infiaimnunatory enlargeiient of the cervix uteri extending te flue body of the organ,
acute vaginitis, atteided with 80 mnuch pain as to render it ahinost imuipossible to
uake a careful exarnination ;-the condition of the urine did iot prove tie preseice
of cystitis, though the efforts to enpty the bladder were very painfuul. aid an equal
amount of suffering was endured wben the bowels wcre moved.

As before stated, tLIe patient was much reduced, iad not been able to leave lier
bed for four montlis, and lier nervous systein was muc ieraned by the qunanti-
tics of morphine shte was ohliged to take, to allviate lier sufferings. I could
not renain longer tban a day with lier, but made arrangemrients for lier remoeval
to Montreal, so soon as ber condition would permit; in the mearntiie, scarifica-
tion of the cervix uteri and the application of nitrate of silver to the iunfiaicd
surface, and lotions of a sedative and astringent nature were employed. The
scarification and cauterization produced almîost instant relief, and though the
morphine was discontinued, she slept well that night without a narcotic, and


