
OBSERVATIONS ON CANADIAN BlitDS.

Most Coxnplete synopsis of North Anierican birds wvbich bias yet
appeared, is the 9th volume of a report of explorations for a route for
a railroad frorn the Mississippi to thec Pacifie. The work is got up at
the expense of the Government, and the volume referred to, wbich
treats exclusively of Birds, has been preparcd under the able superin-
tendenc of Dr. S. F. Baird, of tbe Smithsoniail Institution. The new
western species are therein îninutely descrîbed, and for the sake of coin-
parison, those already known on the eastern side of the continent, have
also been initroduced, wvhich inakes the %Nork a coniplgte exposition of
ail that is at present known of tlic birds of Ainerica north of Mexico.
The total number of species described ini this work is 716, and it is
highly probable that many additions wàI yet bc made of scarce
species, whlîi have escaped the notice of travell&rs. Froin the Hudson
Bay territories we have yet much information to obtain, regarding
many species whicli are familiar to us at certain scasons of the year,
but.spend tlc inost interesting pcriod of their lives in these remnote
regions. During the last year Mr. IL. Kennicot, a Naturalist of consi-
derable experience, bas been sent out under the auspices of tlic Smith-
soniian Institution, for the special purpose of supplying flic information
wanted froin this quarter, the resuit of bis rescarches with the
amounit of ncwv inaterial aiready on hand, ivili be ample for a
compî'ehensive work on this subjeet, which will, no doubt, appear ini
due time.

As reg-ards the b)irds îvhicell frequcut the vicinity of Hlamilton, I
would reiînark, that the changes consequent on the settlemcnt of the
country, have produccd correspondiîîg changes in the Fauna of this
district, mny species being- now wanting, which were conîmon 30
years ago, and others, whichi at that timie wvere unknown, biaving now
become quite plentiful.

The older settlers tell" us that whien Hlamilton was but a village,
and the fanin bouses but thinlv set along the lake shiore, the flocks of
waterfowl, which freqi.cnited Birling-toni lay,wcre so great as frcquently
to darkcn tlie liglit of the sun by day, and inake the -ii.glit hideous
with their discordant cries. In those days, they say, Nçlheni Money
was scarce, tlîe speculative farier, who wishied to add a few waterfowl
to the stock of p)roduce lie wvas înaking- up for the Saturday' s mnarket,
counted the cost of the ainmunition before throwing it away ; if sure
of seeuring liaif a dozen ducks at a singedscarte g n n
off, but if onlv a less number could be got within range, it was taketi


