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efforts fruitless and ineffecttual, tlewv away, but retturned shortly afterwards
bearing in their bis abjects of a green color, mnost probably wvorms af
poisonous qualities, fed thein ta the youing and left, neyer ta return. A
few minutes afterwards the latter wvere dead.

It is evident fram the above tlîat the parents, finding their efforts of
na avail ta relieve their young fram their irnprisaned canditian, solugit,
this way ai saving themi framn a life in preference ta %vhichi dcath wauld
assurcdly prove desirable. Other instances might be cited, but I far-bear
Enoughi has been wvritten ta sustain the w'riter's position, that in the case
of .Formnica flava an unwillingness ta suifer any ai the calony ta uindergo

life af slavery wvas the cantrolling motive in the sacrifice alluded ta.

If it could be shown in the above cases that any material good was
subserved thereby, or that any adfiantage %vas acquirud, the autiior %%ould
be free ta admit that Mr. Darwin's theorv ta accoLiitt for the destruction
ivas the only one campetent ta explain ail the known f.actb. But froiii
the foregoing statements it is evidtnt that a desire ta save their offspring
and pi-oteges, on the part af parents and guiardians, froin the condition af
învoluntary servitude, xio doubt is equally as important.
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Our readers wvill recagnize at once in figure 8, (Lachuos/crna
qiiercina) the camman May-bug in its different stages. i shows the
chrysalis ; 2 the larva, and 3 and 4 the perfect insect. I t appears in some
years in vast numbers, and is greatly complained of, whilst in other
seasons it is canîparatively rare. This depends chiefly an the long
duration af its developement. The inscct flues withi a humming noise, so
that ane is aware af its approach at the distance af some yards. It
appears principally in Mlay and the beginningy af June, and feeds upon


