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IV.-EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT.

The Jýtpan-Corean-Chinese war is a
confict, the phllosophy of whicli ia net
as simple as that of many conflicts;
and, in iew of possibly wider comnpli-
cations, it may be weIl te fix In mnd a
fcw tacts.

In Corea there lias been for some tine
a revolutien, or, lit least, reaction,
againgt corruption and oppression la
connectioli With Public administration,
and Japanese inerchants hiave been
amaong these whO have suffered from
such maladministratiôn. .A certain par-
ty, known as "rebeis," while net as-
aailiug the king, charges government
efficisis with inaking the civil examina-
tien grounds a mnarket-plice. and gov-
cramient an article oie merchandise, rais-
ingr money by selliug office, and then
using the proceeds of sucli barter for the
enrichiflg of base men.

One o! these "'rebels" cscaped te
Japan. but was lured into China, and
thlere, by order ef the Corean kin-,
siain, and this caused an outbreak.
Corca lha ef late years been seeking te
become indepEndent ef Chilna's control,
and lias lied a certain recegnition, as in-
dependent, f romn Western nations. N.ine
yeais ago the premiers of China aud
japan agrecd on a treaty whereby cadi
country was not te bring military force
into Cerea witliout firat conferring withi
thie oller; and both countries were te
unite la any measures tend ing te reforni
and protection in Corean affairs. The
King ef Cerea bias sent annual tribute
te the Chines einperor, 'whose repre-
sentative at the capital lias hitherto
wielded a commanding influence.

.lapan lia-- made no proteat or opposi-
tien openly; but a few menths since
Japan sent a nihitary force there te
protect Japanese intcrests, wlthout any
conference witlî China. China pro-
posed thiat bot goveraiments withdraw
troeps, but Japan rejected the proposai,
sud offereil te join China la Interferlng
te rcform Corean matters. China in
tura rejectcd Japsn's proposition and
se began tho acts et hostllty.

What the Issue may be God only fore-
socs. Japan la the weaker numerically.
having scarce more titan one tenth the
population of China; but Japan la the
greater master ef the art of modern war-
f are, and lias both a better-disciplined
and equipped armny and navy. Whether
other nations, like Russia, and possibly
even England and Amnerica, inay net be
dIrawn into thec whirlpool et war la a
question new awakening ne littie inter-
est. Meanwhule the United States, l3rit-
ain, Germany, and ltaly seem united la
prcserving forcibly the ueutr.îlity of the
treaty ports et China; and thus f ar the
inissienaries are unmolested.

11ev. F. Ollinger says: "The politi-
cal complications ia Corea threatcn te
bring the 'Eastern Question' te the
front. Russia wants «Wonsan or Laza-
reff alnîost as badly as she 'wauts Cen-
staintinoe.lc.

Accerding te, the Chruistian WVork, a
Chinamian, -%'ho wv1shied te be baptized,
when asked wliere lie liad heard the
Gospel, suîid that ho haîl nover 7ieard it,
but that lie liad men it. AÀ poor mian ia
Ningpo, who Ihad been an opium-smnoker
and a mnu of violent temper, lad lie-
come a Christian, and his whole if e had
been chîauged. le lind given up Ilis
opium aud lad become lovlng and amia-
ble. " Se." said lis neiglibor, «« I liave
seen the Gospel, and I want te lie a
Christian tee."

Mr. W. D). Powell, evangolist, Tolu-
ca, writes : "'There are 11,000,000 peo-.
ple hl tUlis republie ; 10,000,000 of that
number neyer saw a cepy of the B3ible.
The majerity of Mexican, people are se
ignorant as te l>e little more thinu clîll-
dren. Since 1 wrote te yeni last, one ef
our candidates for baptismi lias licou
killed, and another stibbed, seven tinues
and left for dcad. But the worktges
forward. 1 beg for theusands of tracta
ia Spauishi-short, direct, simple Gospel
tracts."
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