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days, from infancy to the age of t-n. This is 4 much more roundabout
and expensive way of changing the character of our city than by legisla-
tion ; but it is the only way in which the task can be accomplished. And
for work of this kind the Church needs endowment. M equationis that a
church will need to use on its field each year a sum equal to what it re-
quires for its ordinary current expenses. The revenue from its endow-
ment shonld be as rigidly as possible applied not to the current expenses,
but to the aggressive work which it must do in order to breed up and to
bring in people who will cheerfully pay the current expenses. If the reve-
nue of the endowment be used for the support of the clergy and other
ordinary current expenses, the offerings of the people being applied to
mission work, the tendency will be to raise a breed of ecclesiastical paupers
and spongers.

The question how to secure an endowment is too wide and varied to be
treated in this paper. The thought of endowment may be incorporated in
the erection of a church edifice. A part of the ground may be improved
with a view to purely ecclesiastical and financially unproductive uses ;
while the rest may be occupied by a revenue-bearing building. 1 some-
times think that our churches are very extravagant in their use of prop-
erty. In a part of the city, for instance, where worldly men are erecting
structures from six to sixteen stories above ground, with two or three
flcors under the earth, and using these buildings during all of the twenty-
four hours of every day for business and for residence, you will see the
people of God spreading out their edifice with a frontage of one hundred
and fifty feet and occupying & single floor, with their church proper and
Sunday-school room placed side by side. And this space, which they en-
close and shut in from the cheerful habitations of men, they use about ten
bours a week. The vest of the time it is occupied by mice, silence, and
gloom. It is no wonder that they try to shirk the burden of taxation. A
business conducted with such extravagance would be strung up on the reef of
bankruptey within six months. The question arises, Could not a part of
this valuable ground be so improved as to secure to the church a perma-
nent endowment for its missionary, philanthropic, and educational needs ¢
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Ir this closing decade of the nineteenth century the stream of mission-
ary effort seems to be overflowing its banks and making for itself many
new channels. The old societies continue their noble work, but the rising
tide of enthusizsm will no longer confine itself to these. Vast numbers of
men end women are being influenced by the Holy Spirit to enter upon the
work of foreign missions, and in proportion to the strength of the mova-




