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far as possible, by giving the missionary pleasant surroundings, a
healthful, comfortable home. It does not pay to send & man and his
wife to Africa or Indin, and have them break down and return in two
or three years. Every added year of life and service increases a mis-
sionary’s uscfulness in an almost geometric ratio ; hence, Zealth is a
prime consideration in his arrangements. IFor health it is as essen-
tial there as here that houses be good, fuod be wholesome and palatable.
It is cheaper for the churches to provide ¢“sufficient servants” than
to compel their missionaries to spend their time and strength in the
ordinary household duties. Not less important than health of body are
health of mind and soul. Books and music are not seldom genuine
means of grace to the community as well asto the missionary. Of course,
when one grts bevond the bare necessities of life, it is difficult if not im-
possible to draw a sharp line. Personal taste and tact enter in, and
produce widely different results with the same means. Some mission-
aries have private incomes which they use for the advantage of those
around them, as well as for their own comfort. Others have wealthy
and generous friends who rcjoice in adding to their homes those
adornments that make a missionary’s house like a beautiful oasis in the
desert of comfortless dwellings about him. A missionary lady once
adorned her walls with arrangements of autumn leaves sent to her
from the New England forests. A native preacher entering, exclaimed,
< How beautiful ! it is & Paradise !” Then drawing nearer and exam-
ining more closely, he added, ¢ How much you make out of little!”
No foreign missionary ever yet laid by a competence out of his
salary.

3. Missionarics are often charged with lack of sympathy with the
native Christians and churches, with exercising a sort of tyranny over
them, not allowing them that independence of action that is essential
to their best development. It is undoubtedly true that here is a great
difficulty in community as in home training. The surprising thing is
not, that there are so many mistakes, but that so few are made. Every
mission has experience of individuals, who begrudge the consideration
paid to what they call ¢ foreign™ influence, claim that the mission-
aries are really aliens, do not understand the peoples’ needs or capa-
bilities, ctc., ete., and demand that the direction of affairs be placed
in their own hands. They talk about the funds collected in America
as belonging in truth to themselves, and pose virtuously as champions
of national rights. Occasionally they secure the indorsement of a
native church, but never of any number of churches, and invariably
lose whatever hold they may have gained upon the community. Such
men are very apt to get hold of passing travelers, and lament over the
overshadowing influence of the missionaries, which is so great that the
churches are really not free to hold the position of independence that
is their due, and for which they are entirely fitted. Qccasionally one



