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norily are fully empowered to act as a Presbytery

or, if they choose, as a Synod, o long as theyare not

perfectly satisfied to accede, as their breturen will
immediately do, to the National Charch. “T'ne wi-
poriiy, itis hoped, wili by degrees werge into the |
gnion : some of then having proresscd warmly their
favour for the objeet, it the present question between
Churcih and State were only thovoughly settled on a
satisfactory basis.—Scotlish Guardian.

Missionary Contriecrions.— The receipts of the
Awmerican Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions in the year ending July 3lst, amounted to
$241,688.

The receipts of the Baptist Board of Foreign Mis-
sions in the year ending in April, amounted to
$110,190.

Of the Preshyterian Board of Foreign Missions, in
the year ending in May, $62,979.

Of the Episcopal Board of Foreign Missions, in
the year ending in June, $29,153.

The United Biethren or Myravians, in the year
1838, §11,852.

The entire receipts of the Methodist Missionary
$ociety for both Foreign and Domestic Missions, in
the year ending in Muay, were §135321; of which
sum two-thirds may be set down as appropriated to
Foreign Missions, zineluding those 10 the American
Indians,) that is $90,348.

Addiug tothese sumns $10,000 contributed by small-
er societies, the whole amount disposahle by this
branch of Prolestant charity in the United States
during the year, may be estimated at £356,210.

The available fands of the Domestic Missionary
Societies of the United S:ates for the same period
mﬂ' be considered as follows:

merican Home Missionary Society, $32,564

Methodist Missions, 45,174
Presbyterian Board of Missions, 41,759
Episcopal, 38,444
Baptist, 18,720

Adding $10,000 to this sum, to incinde minor op-
erations, the aggregate amount for domestic missions
is $236,661 ; and the total contributions for all Protes-
fant missions $792,871.

MISCELLANEOTUS.

IwutiLity of CoxTrOvEzsy.——It is enough to
weary the spirit of a disputer, that he shall ar-
guetill be hath lost his voice, and his time, and
somelimes the question too; and yet no man
shall be of hix mind more than he ~was before.
How few turn Lutherans, or Calvinists, or Rumazn
Catholics, from the religion cither of their couniry
orinterest! Possibly two ot three weak or intercsi-
ed, fantastic and easy, prejudicate and eficminate un-
derstandings, pass from church to church, upon
grounds as weak as those, for which formerly they
did disseat; and the same arguments are good or
bad, as exierior accidenis or interior appetites shall
determine. [ deny rot but, for great causes; some
opiuivas are 10 be quitted: but when I consider how
few do forsake any, and when auy do, ofientimes
they choose the wrong side, and they that tuke the
righter, do it so by coutingency, and the advaniage
also is so little, I believe that the triumphant persis
bave but small reason 1o please themse:Ives in gaining

proselytes, since their purchase is so small, and as
weonsiderable to their trinmph, as it is unprofitable
w them, who change for the worse or for the better
@0 to heaven, are the purchase of such undertakings,
ihe fruit ol such culiure and labours; for it is only a
holy life that lands us there. » * * [ am weary
and wiled with rowing up and dowr in the seas of
questions, wlich the intercsis of Christendom have
commenced, and in many propositions of which I am
hearily persuaded I am not certain that fam not
decerved.
Jeacyy Tavior.

Tur Axcient Cuunies.——For six centaries,
commonly called the dark ages, they preserved
in Scoland the light of Divine truth, the love
of sacred learning, the reverence of apostolie tra-
dition, the obedience of the Lioly Seriptures, and
they sent forth over all Enrope hghts 1o enlighten
the nations, men of migh: to contend against the man
of sin; which made the Scottish name 10 be identi-
fied during these times with picty and learning ; and
when they could no Jonger preserve their king and
county fram the depiedations of the lovers of dark-
ness, they retired o their cells, the fasinesses of
their piety and religion, and thence maintained a no-
ble resistance for the relies of theirorder. Thougk
much corrupied and grealy fallen from their primi-
tive purity and valour, they did still preserve a stea-
dy warfare against the Roman name. Nor do they
cease w be vigible on the siage of history until about
the time that Grosteste, bishop of’ Linculn, defied the
pope, and Wickliffe denounced the monks as the ser-
vants of the devil. But no eye of history can pene-
traic intothe homes and habiiations and hearls of the
people; and therelore no one can say, bow long, after
the beginning ot the fourteenth ceniury, when we
luse sight ol them in the existing records of our coun-
try, they may have subsisted amongst the people, like
the Druids and the bards of preceding ages; and
preserved throughout the land a cerizin leaven of
betier things, the memory of deparied liberty, the
hope and the desire of liberty again.  To me, reflect-
ing upon the long-lived traditions of my native land,
evidenced by the poems of Ossian and the minstrelsy
of the Border, and those tales which have appeared
in our own day, and of which ten times wore than
have appeared do circulaie among the people of Scot-
land ‘—10 me, I say, reflecting apon the traditionary
lore of my native land, and the reverence for anti-
quity which characterizes the people of the Scotiish
name, it is a thing beyond doubt, thar the wrestlings
of the Culdees against the Papacy did disseminale
through Scotland that hatred of Roman supersiition,
and preservethat love of religious liberty, and prefer-
ence of a primitive church, withou: pomp or cere-
monies, which have distinguished and blessed us
amongst the naticus of Christendom.

Epwarp IrviNae.

VISITATION OF THE sick.~— A vagne and indefinite way
of praying for thesick, may be productive of the most
alarming consequences; while atsuch a period, when
fearsare alive and active, and the unhappy patientis
cager in the observance of every thing thut nay seemn
to throw light upon his condition, the manuer of your
address at the throne of grace on his behalf, if judi-
ciously adapted to his case, by theblessing of God, may
be rendered eminently useful to his soul. I remembef
an anecdote e this effcct related by Mr. Mason or

New York.
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