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sonings urged in defence of the truthfulness of the
change, be not very clear, while the gross material
considerations thatinay have overweighed are ap-
parent—sure to give summary judgment sgainst
hin. Now it has unfortunately happened for Dr.
Strachan, when thus brought before the bar of pub-
hc opinion, that the advantages he has derived

from his change of principles are as apparent toall
Canada, as he has made his hostility to the party
that was once his own ; while the nice theological
convictions, doubtless, as we have secen, the real
cfficient cause of the whole, have never been laid
before us,

On fairly considering the case then, I would ask,

if there be any thing surprising, in the feclings of

the budy of the Scutch church, having been more
moved, and in their having been excited to greater
accasional warmth of expression, than if they had
had another apponent ? or, if it be a wonderful
thing if individual inembers of our communion,
have occasionally applicd terms to the Vencra-
ble Arcirdeacon, which I will not repeat—if he
liave now and thien, for such things will be, fur-
nished subject for a declamation or a ballad, or
il there has been a clapping of hands at the ballad
and declamation. All this, 1 submit, is in the usual
course of human affairs,and ought not to be put
de'vn as especial malignity in members of the
church of Scotland ; or to have been expected to
fall out otherwise than it has done.

ButI willeven go astep farther, and will ask,
if, constituted as sucicty is, we would wish such
things to fell outotherwise. I would ask, iftherc
ere notindced men,whomakea stalking horseof what
they call their principles, ay ! even of their religious
principlestolead them divectly to thisworid’sgoods,
and I would demand how are we to keep these in
check ? how are weto prevent them from making
cvery principle be accounted a mockery—a gar-
ment to be put offor on at pleasure—but by the
jcar langiug over them of public opinion; the
warld's dread scorn or moredreaded laugh; aharsh,
a hasty, but, it mustbe confessed, a wholesome
ceusor. It can only indeed judge of the outward
zct, and not of ticinw ard sentiment, and, therefore,
1lere must sometitsos be victims ; individuals, like
the vencrable subjoct of these observations, erring
not atall, or culy crring from imprudence. Thcse
however 1aust be regrerded 8 hecessary sacrifices
to the public well being.

I williagly pass from s part of my subject the
seeessity of touching on which was imposed on
me by the task 1 have undertaken.  We believe
we had eadured wrongs—we strove to iave themn
1edressel. Thebost proof of the jistice of the coz-
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dition, and of the propricty of the course of action
adopted, is found in the rank we cluimed, and the
sights founded on it, having been formally admit-
ted by the highest authority in the Empire—by the
opinion of the legal advisers of the crown-—by the
concurrence of the committee of the house of Com-
wons in that opinion—and by the express mes-
sage of the Sovercign, placing us, in respect to
rank and right in Canada, on an equal footing with
theChurch of England*, We rested in confidence
on this message, knowing well the principle of
our monarchy, that the sovercign utters no idle
word, none that is not well weighed, and on whick
implicit reliance may not be placed. The right hav-
ing been acknowledged,we were contented to wait
patiently for the redress of the wrong, in the way
least inconvenient to the public interests. Thus
were we patiently waiting, when this ill-omened
matter of the Rectories, that has stirred up from
the bottom thebitter fountainsof zeligious jealousy
over Upper Canuda,was heedlessly and profligately
thrown among us to disturb the peace of the Pro.
vince, To take up the conuderation of this mea-
sure from the right point, we must recur to the act
of 1791 and the times in which it was enacted,
‘The period 1791 was the acme of the French re-
volution, Dritain, like the rest of Europe, was
agitatled by thepolitical convulsions of which France
was then the centre, and waslocking fearfully for-
ward to the cowing storm, that raged so long,
and beat so fiercely against her. In seasons such
as these, cvery thung not directly bearing on the
great absorbing questions aud feelings of the day,
isapt to be only cursorily glanced at, and hastily
decided on. At such scasons, we may well sup-
pose vur legislators did not give the possible ex-
izencies of a future province, the calm deliberation,
and careful investigationthey would havebestowed
on them in more tranquil times. Tt is only by con~-
sidering the natural effect of these circumstances
that we shall be able to reconcile with the acknow-
ledged abilities of the statesmen at the helm of
affairs, two provisions of the act ; the one for the
cstablishment of a body of hereditary nobility and
legislatars ; the other for that of a dominant church
—an cndowed clergy of the church of Eagland,
«holding all rights profits and emoluments of their
parsonages and rectoricy, as fuily and amply, and
in the same manncr,and on the same terms and con-
ditivns, und lizble to the performance of the same

o TUr autharity Tinean ie the meesage of tis Inte mnat geae
et Majeaty Ring Willian the )V, communieated ta the Pro.
vinedal Parlament, on the 23h Jan, 182, by s Excelleacy
Sie John Colborne, (0 ¢ hielt tan may reinember s Majeay
spuke of <ame chianges whick “may I carvied intn effect witk-
ot saer G e inet eloame uf the eailinged clineches
af Euziand apd S-mtland, The waste lands which have been
for e elremy o thoee venrcrable lodics
o snl el ae htthe o 1eided an w12t canet
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