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"llen it wvas tlîoughit advisable tlîat
:sle should know the possibilities
wvhich lay before lier, and for that
-purpose the genealogical table wvas
placed iii lier history. Baroiîess
Lelizeri, lier governess, tells the
story as follows.

"The Princess Victoria opened the
book, and seeing the additional paper,
.said : 'I1 neyer saw that before. ' ' It was
not thought necessary you Hhould, prili-
*cess,' 1 answered. 'I1 see 1 arn nearer
the throne than 1 thouglit.' 'lSo it is,
xnadarn,' I said. After some moments,
the princess answered, 'Now, many a
*child would boast; but they don't know
the difficulty. There is much splendour,
but there is more responsibility.' The
princess having lifted up the forefinger of

*hrright hand while she spoke, gave mne
that little baud, saying, &'I will be good.' "

In later days the young Queex,
who required that ail state business
.sliould be minutely explained to
lier, and whio, wlien one of her
ministers spoke about inanaging
so as to give lier "less trouble,"
Iooked up f rom the papers lie had
placed before hier and said, " Pray
neyer let mie hear tliose words
.again; neyer mention the word
'trouble.' Only tell me liowv the
thing is to be done, and done
rightly, and I wvîll do it if I can."

When we consider wvhat a con-
-trast there wvas between this pure-
minded, pure-hearted, unselfish girl
.and lier imr;iediate predecessors on
the tlironc of England, wve nîay to
some extent understand the joy
which on lier accession tlirilled the
hlearts of lier people.

In May, 1837, the coming of age
*of the princess was celebrated most
royally. Kensington could lîardly
recognize itself wvitli flags flying
everywhere, brilliant illuminations,
belîs ringing, and bands playing.
Even then the aged King wvas lying
iii of his last sickness. A month
more, and on the 2oth of June,
1837, tlie girl of eighiteen wvas called
upon to fli that position which she
lîad realized vears before meant

"m nuchi splendour, but more respon-
sibility."

Often lias tlie story been told,
hiow wvîtli the Iast sliadows of niglit,
the old Kiiîg's spirit passed awvay.
The dawn wvas just tinting the hori-
zou, and the birds in Kensington
Gardens wvere wvelcoming a newv
day, wvlien the Archibisliop of Can-
terbury, tlîe Lord Chamberlain,
ani four other gentlemen made
tlieir wvay to the palace to grect
their young Queen. After a good
deal of knocking and wvaiting tliey
gained admission, only, after an-
other delay, to be told by an at-
tendlant of tlîe priucess that she-
wvas in sucli a swveet sleep that shie
could not disturb lier. As a last
resort they said, "We are corne on
business of State to the Queen, and
even hier sleep must give way to
that." To show tliat the delay had
in no way been caused by lier, in a
few minutes she entered the rooni,
" in a loose, wvhite uiglitgown and
slia-wl, lier hair falling upon ber
shoulders, hier feet in slippers,
tears in lier eyes, but perfectly col-
lected and dignified." . Her first
wvords as Queen were to the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury: "I beg your
Grace to pray for me!1" A grand
old Anglo-Saxon proverb says, " A
good begynnyng maketli a good
endyng," and as wve picture theni
kneeling tliere togetiier in prayer,
can we wvonder that a reigu beguii
bv sucli recognition of the " King
of kings," lias been so frauglît witli
blessings to the whole human race?

At eleven o'clock that same
morning, the girl-queen lield lier
first council. Au eye-witness,
Greville, describes the scene thus:

"6When the doors were thrown open,
the Queen entered, accompanied by her
two uncles, who advanced te rneet her.
She bowed te the lords, took her seat and
then ren'd her speech in a clear, distinct,
and audible voice, and without any ap-
pearance of fear or embarrassment. She
Ïwas quite plainly dressed and i rnourn-
ing. After she had read ber speech, and
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