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fore the Churcli, and -it i -well to gi vo
tiornoting of its history. Tho reason Wvby
so, inucli of intercst bhas heon oxcited- uvor
it, lias becti fromi syznpathy witli Mr. an~d
Mrs. Annand, in tixeir noble self-dovoted-
noss te, the wurk,in leaving a Christian fur
a hoathen tsamd, and iii cun5eýttUun]cu uf
thoir wisli tu ucciupy Santo wvhere une
inissionary slîuuld uîut, be sutluid a]c>zî.
Bath Mackenzie and Robertson when
hoinu tried tu qet a fourth inissiunary but
none wua appointed.

The first turne i» the lîresent cunneetion
that the question camne before the F. M
Comninttec was February 22nd, 1886,
about ton niunthes since. The minute is
as follows

"luI respose ta Mr. Annand's inquiries
(yate)as to, Whether the Cominittee

cloul give any encourageinent with regard
to, a fourth nuissionary for the New Hebrides,
it wvas agreod that the Camuuittee canaut ait
present in the state 'ofý the funds ineur addi-
tional liabilities."

The next tirne the subject carne before
the Ccunnittee was in May bth, 1886,
about oighit nuonths since. The minute is
on tixis Wise:

IlThe following reiolutian of the Womnan's
Forei gn Mlissionary Society wus then read :

"lThe WTamai's, F. M. Society, Eastern
Section, realiziuug the great need of another
znissionary *to acconp~aîy the Rev. Mr.
Anuuand ta his uuew field of labor onth
island of Santo, respectfully request the
Foreign Mission Boardtto a ppoint a suitable
persan ta) go wvitb hiinamuid guarantee the
support of tbc new missionary ntil sucu
tUie ais the Foreign Mission Board is Ini a
Position ta assuue H

After. long aad careful, consderatio'i
the following recolution was adopt-ed:

"The Coininittce noticesw~itb great satis-
faction the Christian- earnestncas-amui zeal of
tne Wonian's Foreien L\,issioiiary Society,
anti of the several Woman's Congregational
Societies througliout our CI.urcb, recognizes
the valuable services tbat ail these societies
have rendered ta tho cause of Foreignu Mis-
sionas, anti fuliy symipathizes Nvitb the abject
the W.F.«NI.S. bas in vîew,that of eendiagn a
uInissionary ta labor with Mr. Annand aux the
islamud of Santa; yet in view tîf the imncreas-
ing dehbt upon the Fund and the probability

0-a speedy autalgamnatiou of the le. 'M.
F'nds of thc Easternu and Western Sections
of ou Chunrch, a rcee ta defer further con-
sidleration of tis subject until liftcr the
mîueting of the General Asseimnbly."

Af ter the uiikatioii of the Foreix

Mission work of the churcli at Assembly-
i,1 June, the subject %vas brought before
-tha General* Conimittea, wvhen, after con-
sidurablu discussion tlay said, in substiince,
tu tue Eastern Cbnmittce, thiat the in-
creased financial burden' necdà nat doter,
shuuld the Easternx Division consider that
the pulitical pusitiou (if the New Hebrides
%varrants tht, extension of w t'rk in flint
group.

Tbe Easterni Division met again, on July
8th. Rurnors of Frenchi annexation of»
tbc group were rife, but ail the definite
kaowledge tluat %vas before tim wvas a.
cablegrani from the secretary of the F.
M. Conminittee of the Free Cixurcli of'
Scotland: "France disowuxs annexation.
but keeps troops theore," The Comnnittee
know nothing of ivbere tic troapa were or
iii wbiat capacity, but hiopect that from the.
fact of France disowning annexatuon this.
cloud would pass away as other el ouds biad
donc, auid feit that thon thxere xvas IInoth-
ing sufficiently serions ta, prove, a barrier-
in the way of sending a second mission-
ary."1 But as six mouths wvou1d c lapse ere,
Mr. Annand's departuro they knew that
f uller developments witli regard ta the.
French wôuld in the meantiïne,,almo3t
certainly take place and enable the cern-
nxittee ta sec more cleamrly as tu wvhether-
an appointuient should be mxade. Tlley
saw%, bowever, while they could. not iiow-,
decide as to final- action, that, if they were.

ýat present ta dIo nothing, the tinie wouldl
be gctting short for advertizing, and thu.
learning who were willing ta go. Accord-
iiigly tlxcy l'aqreed to ftuke p)relirni7iary'l
steps taivard makiug sucli an appointinent,
in the way of advertizing and invitiuug cor-
respondence, se that if nothing should.
occur, in the xneantiie, to prove, a barrier,
tbey could know who nuight; be ivilling tô.
undertake the work, and froni anxong.cor-
respondents thicy uxiiglit have their eboice
mnade, and %vould be ready, witbout further-
delay, tu iaku the appointient should
thuey sec fit ta do au, su that the new luis-
sion ary could go ont with Mr. Annand.

.111 accordance witbi that resolution aii
advertiseuueut was isstmed imviting carres-

pondence froni inisters and licentiate-.
cf aur churcb with a view of obtaining, if
the way were clear for asending lîixn, ali
additional. laburer for the New Hebrides.
Mission .

QI] Nov. 9thi thxe F. M. Conirnittee moi,
for thbe spe 'cial consideration (if the posîtioi.
cf iiaitters in the New" Hebriàes. There.


