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instructions have becn issied to A. I. Goodell, super-
intenldent of the smxelter, to commence remîxoving the
machinery antd dismnatttlinig the plant, iotabiN to shii
one of the large blowers to the Trail sielter. Joln
I. Mackenzie. acting general manager of the Le Roi

Mining Co., and A. 1. Goodell. sielter iaitager, are
joined as defendants.

"The principle laid down by the Departtient of
Lands and Mines, tait prospectors îmst be able to
point out valuable minerais 'in place' before being
pernitted to record thteir claimîs. is a sound one." ob-
serves the Toronto Globe. "Thtere lias been too tucli
locking up of land by prospectors on itere speculatioi.
\Ve are entering into a large tnew region. and in its ex-
ploitation the public interest in its iatural resources
must be kept constantli in view." This tieorv is
sound enougi. but if O nîtario shall succeed in carrvintg
it out in actual practice it will be more diligent in its
ecdeavours to conserve the "public iiterest" in this
direction tian lias becit, or is, British Columbia, for in
this province the government seldoni, if ever. attempts
to ascertain wlhetler the stateients made in the afli-
davits of those recording miineral locations are true or
false. Simîîilarly. aflidavits concerning the performît-
auce of assessient work are usually accepted without
question, notwitistanxdiiig thtat the practice of false
swearing il this connxection is. in imîost niing camps
in the province, known to be commttion. As a ride the
recording fees are accepted withottt question. for it is
revenue tlat is required-the public mnay look after
its own interests. In this respect. ilougli. the present
government is neither better nor worse than were its
predecessors.

The custonar3 extravagant stateients about the
season's yield of gold in Atlint, Yukon and Alaskant
gold fields have, during several recent weeks. bcc
publishied with the object of conveving the imîîpress;ioin
ltat nuch better geieral results ltave becn, and are

being achieved this scason than last. The crop of mis-
statements on this subject is an anuial one, yet there
always seen to be people ready to be gulled by thxese
airy fliglits of imagination whiclh make pleasatt
enough reading for those wio are credulouîs. or ignor-
ant, or both. Wiat spcially favourable conditions
have been experienced this season to iiearly double
Atlin's total recovery in 1904 are not stated. Official
figures show that Atlin Lake division produccd $530.-
ooo last vear; the public lias latcly been infortmed thtat
its vield will reacht $i.ooo.ooo this vear. but wiien Ithe
actual recovery shall be ascertainted it will mîost likelv
be found to show little. if anv. increase over last vear's
total. As to the Yukoit. thtere is good reason to
look for a inuci lower total production in that country
tan last vear's estinated Vield of $1.337.oo. From1
information we believe to be dependable we thiitk
the decrease will be more thait $2.000.000 in
the Yukon, wlere lack of water lias made the season
a short and generally disappointing onc. Similarly, in
Alaska conditions lave not been favourable, so wC

are informed. Summuing up the psition, as stated
to us byN cetiiiupent observers latel retrirned froi the
norii. n e thik it probable the total Vield (if gold
from .\tlin. NYukon and Alaska. for 1905 will be con-
,iderabl ie, thain pubislhed estimnates have inidicated.

Sone mionths ago we callel atteition to the fact that
lIritisi Columbian uiiuing news the San Fraicisco
.I1limnllg (nd Scienitic P>ress vas ptiblishiiiig wvas nit
appearing udter the head **anada." \Vith prompt
coutîrtesv the correction we sug(gested was made and
tlereafter the sub-head "ritish Coluimbia" waes
placed liuer its proper ieading. in tlie hope that the
!Palv .linui, Record. of Denver, Colorado, will simi-
larly iake it plain in its General Mi.\iig News col-
inllu1s tilat certain places it mentionts are iii Canala,
and iot continue to place thein under the incorrect
and mnisleading *.\laska-Northiw 'est Territory " hcad,
we respectfuillv request its attention to its slortcim-
ings in the saie direction. ln its issute of Septeniber
o. for instance. there are tlree suîb-leads under the
.\laska-N' 'rthwest Territory ieadi'îg. viz.. "Phonix,
I .C.. I )awsonî." and "Vancouver. i!.*." Not one of
these three places is in either Alaska or the North-
wvest Territory. not, at least, as wve in we'stern Canada
intderstand the position. The /ai/y .1/ining Record.
thouîgh, is usuîallv ton iixed in ils British Columubian
geography. to adhit of a hope being enltertained of
any approaclh to accuracy in this respect. A iews-
paper- whiclh purports to receive "special" despatches
fili Phoenix conceriiitg Slocan and East Kootenay
silver-lead tmines, fromt \ancouver concerninîg Phoe-
itîx mîtines. and fromn Ladysmnitlh relative to mines
situated anywhere and evervwhere but onl Vancouver
Island, is so lopelessly at sea as to niake it altogether
uinlikely it will attaii to even approxiiate correctnless.
Yet it is not too mucli to ask tiat it substitute the
hcading "Canada" for "Alaska" when publisinîg
înews from iritish Columbia and Yukon Territorv,
and we trust tli's change will be promptly made, so
tat the Dominion miiay receive its due in this con-

nîection.

Last June the Ahxcx RE( li had the pleasure
of publishing the iisolicited favourable testimony of
Dr. 1-1. S. Poole. F.R.S.C., of Halifax. Nova Scotia.
(wlho was at tliat tine in flritish Columbia for the pur-
pose of obtainiiig for the Geological Survey Depart-
ment of Canada information relative to the coal fields
of Vancouver Iilnd). concerning the comwparatively
early date of publication of the Anial Report of the
.linister if 'Mines for British Columbia. and to ex-
prcss the opinion tlat no report of siinilar nature and
scope is publisied carlier in Canada. tlie Vnited States.
or Australia. Additional and voluntarv testimxony in
the same direction lias just been received froi Mr.
Horace J. Stevens. of Hlougiton. '\ichigan.. U.S.A..
whîose aiiual work The Copper Handbook. is recog-
nised as onei of the m1ost vahtable and exhaustive
publications on its subject extant. Mr. Stevens' let-
ter follows:


