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So saying hie took from the ground a smioQth strip) of
bark, on wbichi, with ihe point of bis sword, lie î%'rote
sonieîhing. 1'ben, turning to TUhor, Il Carry ibis, lie
said, CIto lier."

And as Th'lor turnd and hal:tened off' on his errand,
Sigurd lookcd afler lxim and sighled, and wislied lie toc>
were going thai way.

But trne forbade that lie should linger long ibus, and
uiU'C more lie turned bis face resoltitely towards jockjien
and wcnt on alone.

Altboughi the forest stretclbed some leagues fardier,
the trces werc no longer dense or the path difficuit. 11n
parts large lernshad Ixeen nmade, and felled tiniber
here and therc betokened the bus>' bnd of the wood-
man. Sigurd met more tlvui ance of ihese, who accosted
liidm. He would not, hiowever, tarry vith an>' of theni,
but presscd eagcrly fortward, sa that tbey, would tumn and
look niter this noble knight and wonder %îlio lie was, and
whither lie hasted.

One of tîxese sinmple folk wùh %îhoni lie waited a1 few
minutes ta parmake of a hast>' meail said, ai l)arting,

IBeware, iny lord, of te robbers who lbatnt the skirts
of tbe foresi. I'hey comie suddenly upon the unwary
trai'eller, and bave no pity."

Sigurd smilcd.
"I have passcd the four-footed %volves," lie said ;"

fear not the îwvo.footed."ý
CgNay, but," said the peasa't, Il tlîey are not t0 be de-

spised. Ever since Sigurd %vas banislîed inany, of bis sol-
diers have deserîed the king, anxd now live tîxe robbler's
life in these woods. Stay haerc, ni>' lord, till a band of
us wîll lbe going ta Jockjen togeuher.",

But Sigurd siciid scornifully, and thanking the mani,
starîed forward, fearing nothing savc arriî'ing too late ai
Nifflleim.

Ycî tîxe woodmian's warning ias not losi upon hini, for
hie walked ivitîx bis driwni swvord in his hand, keeping
bomh bis cyes; and cars open as lie wcnî.

AIl ihai day lie pressed onward, and towards evening
came ta a loncly part of the wood, îvhere the trcs for a
short space ail round closed thickly overlhead and shut
out txe light. He hiad pissed tlhrou.gh ibis spot, aîîd
ivas once more cnierging inta tîxe open, whcnei thrce nien
suddenly spring out of the thickmt and faced lidmi.

Two of thecm wcre in tîxe garb of commnon pesants,
and ca.rried, the one a club, the otîxer a knife. Sigurd
guessed ulîen i once ta ha two ai the robbers of wlxon
the woodinan lind warnced lîjîxi. Tîxcir comipanian %ias
a lioerfuil mnai in tlie dress of a soldicr, aind carried a
sword. Ili ini, thongx lie knew ixot the umin, Sigurd re-
cognised a soldier af tîxe ai>!i of tlie king, wlxo, as hae
mnighit gucss, lind descrtcd lus lawful calling for txe fle of
a bandit.

Trhe part)' ivas plainly unpreparcird ta nxiect a kiglîmi
fully armced. 1'lîy had expected raîler ta, fiîd somîe de.
fenccless mierchant, or cvcn wo'odimin, wlîom thcy iiight
casily avercone and as easily rab.

Thcy feil back an instant bcrore the noble tarin ar
Sigurd, but the nexm, truc ta ilhair calling, ruslicd upon
birn, shouming ta bini ta surrender and yield tif whatever
af value be mighît possess on his pers.i.

Sigurd waistcd flot a word in replying ta ibis insolent
challenge, but dueided hirnsel iagainsi the sudden as-
sault. At the first onislituglt the tiwa bandits were fore-
rnost, who thaughît ta licar Iiimi dovn by shecer %veighit.
But Sigurd, siepping back a pace, caugliî the kxifc af the
one on bis shield, whilc ivitîx bis own swvord bie ran bis
commade thraugh the body. Sa quickly Nvas it donc, thai
the soldier, zidvincing w'ildly ta, the ittack, stunxleld aîîd
fell over the body or thc prostite mian; and before ha
could rise «gain ta his ect, a second thrust fromi Sigurd's
swvord h.td.laidlow thc other bandit beside bis comnrde.

'l'lie soldier, îlîerciorc, wi's the only adversary that re-
inained, and af îii Sigurd thoughit ta nxake short wvork;
but iii ibis hie judged %vrongly, for this robber îxroved ta
be a mauxi af exraordinary strengmb and agilimy, wîhile Sig-
urd linxiself "'was fiixit and jaded %with bis long and pain-
fui niarcb.

For an hour thai afternoon the woods resounded Nviiî
the clash af smords. 'lhle two nmen spoke not a wvord,
but iouglbî with teîh set and lips eloscd. Once and
again, by canunon consent, thcy, lialtcd, lcaning on their
swords for breath, but as arien ciosed agini more fur-
ausly than eî'er.

It snrprised Sigurd tarid an advcrsary sa resolute
and dextrous. At another mmxce it nxiglim have pleascd
1dmn, for lie loved courage evcn in ani.tdverstry; but nowv,
%vieii ci'cry Ixour lost mneant peril ta Uîf, bis bosom
swelled with wrath and disappoiinîcnt. B>' farce ai su-
perior weight hie droc e is adversary back inch b>' inch,
tilI ai the end afian liaur the two stood soiex yards dis-
tant fraîn the spot whcre the fighît bagan.

Viet, thoughi falling back, the soldier kept a bold guard,
and wh'ilc flot iiîflictii an>' î'ound an bis enemny, was
ale ta ward off aIl blovs ainied ai hirnseli.

At lcngth, wlxen for a manient Sigurd seenied ta flag
in the combat, the mxan gamhcred biisclf together for anc
mnighîy sîrake ai the liero's head. It icli like a ihucider-
boit but Sigurd saw it in time and caugbmt it an bis up-
lifted sn'ord, and with sucb farce that the soldier's weapan
broke in two, and lie hinîseîf, overbalanccd by the shock,
feul 1)ackw'arids ta, tia ground.

*1'len Sigurd, %vith a glance ai mriumî,b, planmed lus
foot on the body' ai bis prastrate foc, and prepared ta
avenge the dclay ai tit bour's combat.

'17ixc maIli niiir strugglcd nom cilled for mxircy, but
look-ad boldl>' up iii bis victor's face and awvaited deaîb
wi'th a1 sinile.

The snord of Silurd did not descend. Samne passing
iiemiory, î;erchance, or somie soit voice breathing niercy,
field it bick. He drew back bis foot, and shicathing bis
%weapan, said,

IKeep thy lue, and rcmnirn and serv'e the king thy
m1aster.',

Thxe nian la>' for a moment as anc bcwvildered, then
springing ta bis fect, and casting froîn 1dmi bis broken
sword, hie knelî and cricd,

IlOli, inerciful knighît, ta thie I ome my fle, and it is
thee 1 ivill serve to the world's end ! "

JI ence ! " said Sigurd, siernl>'; "Ithis is no tine for
parle'. 1 miusi bc in jockjcn ibis niglit. Fallow nie if
thon wîilî thus far."

And with tuat lie bcgan ta strida once niore forward,
wvith rapid staps, followved closel>' by bis late adversary.

Sigurd uîîered not a Nword, but %valked Nvitl svord
drawn as before, feirin- nothing save ta arrive îoo laie
ai Nitiieini.

Once, as tbecy necared jackjcn, twa other robbers rushied
oui froni thie woods as if ta attick, 1dm, but %vhaen iliey
pcrccive1 thc stalwairt champion who followcd basten for-
%ird and place himiself beside the traveller, thicy te-
frinaid, and departed suddcnly the waiy ibcy cane.

A\nd now tbay %vcre caie ai lasi ta jackjen. But
%wien Sigurd mnade as tlxougb lic would cnter the tawuîi,
bis Çollowver liasiecd ta overtike Iinii, and said,

"'My kniglit, nvoid tîxis towx, for Uli, the king, is liere,
-nd lias camnîaîxdcd mia una strang er enter it."

CIIs Uli biere ?" inquircd Sigurd. 'Ix'e>' told mixe lic
was ai Niflîxini."

Thec mail lookcd strangely, ai liini.
Mylord," said lie, CIyou know wîhi oîîly a fcw knowv.

Ul sta bc ai Nifllieimi."
Il W'îîn ? " denîaîîded Sigurd.
"«'rbis niglit," satid the man.


