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THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Winnipeg, Saturday, Feb. 18

The cold wave passxl over the first
of the week and all this weeK the
temperature has been quite mild, As
a consenquence  the grain movement
at country points has jucreased some-
what and an active movement is
looked for, for the bLalance of the
winter. Travellers In dry goxs,
clothing, boots and shoes, ote., have
now completed their work for spring
business and they report their sales
about equal to last year. The spring
hmmigration movement is about be-
ginning, & fow early parties having
arrived. A Inrge number of new set-
tlers aro looked for this year. Bales
of farm lands have begun to improve
somewhat. though it is too early yot
to look for much Dbusiness in land
sales. Bank clearings at “Vinnipeg
continue larger than in previous
yours.

WINNIPEG MARKETS

Winnipeg, Saturday, Feb. 18

(All quotations unless otherwise speci-
tied, are wholesale for such quantitics
a8 arc usually taken Ly retail dealers,
and art sabject to the usual reduction
on lar quaatitics and to cash dis-
counts,

DRUGS.

Quinine has been advanced by the
muanufnicturers about three cents an
ounce, and thore is a probability or
still higher prices. Camphor is stii-
fening in price. Cocaine, bromide and
its preparations are higher. Bluo
vitrol and paris green are firm in
price at the advance in the east, but
there is -no change in the local wmar-
ket, bluestone still being offered here
at 41-2¢ in barrel lots. which is much
below a parity with manufacturers’
prices since thie recent advances.

DRY GOODs. :

Quite a number of travellers have
completed thelr trips on spring busi-
uess during the past two weeks, In
dry goods and clothing, and practi-
cally all the travellers are now in.
The general report is, that spring or-
ders are quite up to the business Jdone
a year ago. There are very few or-
ders that have not been placed. Col-
lections have not been good, though
perhaps egual to expectations.

FISH.

Oysters are advanced 30c per gal-
lon in the east, owing to the reeent
severe weather which prevented op-
crations along the Atlantic coast. The
advance wilt likely be only temporary,
however. Haddies ~are now offering
more freely. Lake trout are out of
the market at present. With the l.en-
ten season now on, a brisk trade is
doing.

GROCERIES.

Business is quiet. Tlere are a few
changes in prices. Sugars are un-
chinnged, but New Orleans molusses s
quoted 3 tu Ge lower. In dried fruits
the only change is a decline of 1 2¢

: Sultana rafsing.  Japua rice is 1-8
to 1-4¢ lower. Granulated and stand-
ard oatmeal have declined 5S¢ per sack.
Rolled meal Is unchanged at the re-
cent decline. Several lots of menl

THE COMMERCIAL

have been brought in from the United
States recuntly, though 1t was thought
that no more meal would be Lrought
in after the new Manitoba crop came
to market. ‘The poor quality of the
lust Maunitoba oat crop, however, hus
been i drawback to the home mills.
Canned herring have been reduged in
price.  Cunned tomatues are also be.
ing; sold at closer prices, the inshie
price teing now $2.13 per case. To-
bereeos nre ining sold at very {ine priices
in the iocin market, T & B, and Prince
of Walies selllng at practically cost,
owing to a little local tiff among job-
bers.
GREEN FRUITS.

Appes are scarce, sto ks haviy bean
rduced very much. One house had
nothing but a new shipment of On-
tario spios in, and another house wus
reduced to Ontario Benr Davis only.
P'ricos are firm. Shipments i lem-
ous on the way here were tiei up by
the recent severe weather, but with
the mild weather now prevailing sup-

plies of Messinags are expected at
once. Banunas ware arriving irregu-

demand for
oranges. The prices
aro: Ca ffornia paval oranges
$5.7C to $4.25 as to size, Meoexican
oranges, 3 to $3.25 per box:
bananas, per bunch, large $3 to $3.50;
medium, $2.25 to $2.50, Messina lem-
ons nominal, Calllornia femous,
searce at  $L25 to 4.50 per box;
Ontario apples Ben Davis §!
to $1.50; sples $3.50 to $6 per byl
Almeria grapes, nominal; frozen
cranterrieg.  $6.00  per barrel:
cranberries, unlfrozen, $6 barrel, cocoa-
nuts, $1 a dozen; Siclly filberts, large
11 tv 122 per pound; Grenoble wal-

lary. Thore i8 no

seedling

auts, 15¢. ‘Tarragona almonds,
14c; peanuts, green, 10c: roast-
ed, 12¢c. pecan nuts, 12c¢ b shell

ed walnuts, 24 1-2 to 26c per pound;
coml honey, 5215 per dozen sections;
stratned honey, 81-2 to 9c per pound.
maple sugar, 11 to 12c¢; apple cider,
35c per gallon 1y barrels and half var-
rels; California figs, in boxes u»I ten

bricks, $2 per box: dates, 71-2¢
per pound; celery, 4(c per dozen
bunches.

HARDWARE AND PAINTS.

The market is very firm on almost

overy staple line, in sympathy with
the continuous upward tendency of
prices east. where there hias been al-
most a “boom” in prices of staple
lines of metals. and many advances
have been made as reported in our
weekly  telegraphic report from
Toronto and Montreal. Tin, cappor and
leand are all very strong commod-
ities. as shown by the frequent ad-
vances in prices of late. This affects
various manufactured lines into which
these commmoditios largely enter. Iron
is also firm. Locally barb wire. cut
and wire nails, solder, sheet zinc, har
iron and galvanizel iron have been
advanced. Rape is 1c lower. In paints
dry roil lead is up 1-f4c and turpen-
tine is 3c higher and very firm. Glass
is also very firm. owing to advances
by manufacturers. An advance in
varnishes is expected. owing to the
high price of turpentine.

GRAIN AXD PRODUCE.

WHEAT—-The wheat markets close
this week at practically the same
figure as last. In the interval the
duily {luctuations have been of suffi-
cient variety to excite the interest of
those who follow the markets with a
speculative bent, almost every day
showing a range of from 16 to 11-2¢
in the American markets. People who
have viewed the situation in a bullish

-

ght, have nad some slight ground.
for thelr anticipations, in  the cryp
dawsage rumors that have elreulnted i,
refercuce to the winter wheat crop
in several important sectlony in th
United States. At the end of thi.
woeek, however, tho best informatii,
goes to show that the probability ot
serious damage s smull, 80 far as cu.,
ba Judgea at present. With snow
storms and excessive cold over -
castern part of the States, the move-
meitt of merchandise hus been greaty
rostricted during the week, in cons -
quence of which, the clearances of
wheat from  the Atlantic seaboard
have been very small.  This may -
ply. another increase m the Amertcan
visible supply for the current weeh,
when as a rule a decreuse is in .
naty order of things at this tiue
of jear. Last week there was an -
crease of 1,176,000 bushels, aguinst o
decrease of 385,000 same week last
year. At the same time the interi r
mwovement of wheat (the westery
states having been fres from storms:
has bpen at least 50 per cent larger
than for same time last year, whic:
suggests no  Inck  of  wheat in
the country. ‘Tie world’s shipments
fromn exporting countries last week
were 8,332,000 bushels, which quan-
tity is conslderably more than a
week's requirements of  lmporting
countries. The world's visible supply
increased 1,878,000 bushels, comp.ir-
ed with a decrease last year of H00.-
000 bushels, The shipments from Ar-
gentinn this werk aro  reported as
1,256,000 bushels. Growing crops of
winter wheat continue to be fuvor-
ubly reported of. The severc culd
spell over the winter wheat belt of
the American continent has probably
done some injury, but to what ox-
tent cannot be definitely known un-
til mild weathar starts growth. At
present the general estimate is that
not much injury has been sustained,
In Europe the weather for the nwst
part has continuedl unseasonably md,
yet the wheat crops are reported all
looking  well. The loeal market is

CHOOSEKE

EASTLAKE SHINGLES

Recause they pive abso'ute protection from
Lightning—are Fire, Rust el Leak Proof—last
i definitely through all hinds of weather, and are
quicker laid than others because of their speaial
patent side lock.

‘They are thc‘rr:{mlar shingle of Canady, and
l‘m\'g nuver yet failed to give money-saving satis-
action,

Write for full information
Metallic Roofing Company, Ltd.

1195 King Street W., Torotto
THOS, BLACK, AGENT, WINNIPEG, MAX.




