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THE COMMERCIAYA

The Ganadian Naiil_-[}nmhinatiun.

The Cauadian nuil makers have for some
timo maintained a strong combioation reg.
ulativg prices and limiting the output of
wire and cut nails in Canada. Iuthe United
States & powerful cumbination has existed
for several years under the name of the Nat-
jonal Cat and \Wire Nuil Manufacturers’ As-
sociation. During the last. few months tho
alfairs of the American combination have be-
como complicated, and it is now reported to
be on the verge of dissolution, These two
pools, Canadian and Awaorican, havo been
connected through Cummissioner Purt, who
has stwtempted to rogalate nail making in
both countries. The oxact basis of uuder-
standing between the two associations is
probably Enown only to the mumbers but
trade ouditions have shown the public that
defivite srrangements have been made tv
prevent international competition.

Awmirican merchauts have been able to
import uails bat bad bren exported by mem-
bers ot the assuciation to Earupe, and under-
sell the combiuation price lists in New York.
The American nail makers, iu regulating
the heme market, had «xpurted their surplus
stocks, and solling them in competition with
the makers of other countries. were compell-
ed to aceept competitive prices. Ame;ican
manulacturers have, however, not shipped
their surplus stocks to Cauada, although the
Cauadian duty was nut high enough wpre-
veut thew seiling go ds iu this country at
Euaropeau prices.  Canada has been “*prowet-
od”’ irom the American nail manufacturers,
and; it issaid, this -protection’ was secured
through a ruyally upun the output of the
Capadiun wills paid to Cummissioner Park,

'he Canadian combination of nail makers
has used the fumiliar rebate system with
which to force their terms upun the trade.
Guods are su)d st usitorm prices, ani the
buyer is compelled to 8ign au agreoment that
he wiil uctsull tho nails at Jussthan the min-
imum prics fised by the assuciauon. Ii av
the expiration of & limited time the manu-
facturers caunot provo that the merchaut has
violated his agroemeut, he is eutitled to a re-
bate from the buyig price, which forms hus
profic.  Whale these unifurn price lists have
some redeeming features, thuy have all but
destroyed the advautages to be gained trom
skillin sulling merchandise, Taoe business
of the country is beivg absorbed by the few
houses that can atford to employ numerous
travetlers and make frequent visits to the
retail trade. L. .

W Loeu the association was formed here it
was probatly true that prices were below the
powt of productivu asva profit.  Avfiest unly
moderate advances un cust price were made,
bu. 1n the course ot time the combination

rew bulder, and iv1s a goueral vpiuiouin
the trade that naus buve been suld ut ex
horbitant prices during the past year. Ex-
cessive piices aroe the uatumllresulc of price
regulation by the producer.  The policy is
short-sightea, but the tewptati.n of predent
galusis uot to b overcome by the possibility
of ruture losses. .

When mauufacturcrs are Carrylng exces-
ive stucks it is the usual custom tu lower
prices, buvthe combiued vail makers found
it & better plan to raize prices  Notice is
siven to the wholesale trade that prices will
be advauced on & certain day, and to cover
thewselves, the merchauts are furced w .buy
swck althvugh they muy huve suflicicut
goods ou hard t auswer present reguire-
ments. ‘The merchauts bave bees comyetled,
oftentimes much sgawise their will, to as-
sume the burdeus incident to carrying large
stocks. . .

) ha Canadian manufacturers of wire nails
have pruspered in an especial maunec through
ho cutitinnaute B, Ly buve wuiiul ed e
supply uf raw material used m the wauufac-
ture of wiro nails, aud the indopendeut fac-

tory at Brantford, which has recently offered
opposition to the combination has been com-
compelied to import supplies from tho United
States. As Mr, Waterous, tho ownor of the
factory, pointed out to the Tariff Commission
when 1n session at Brantford, the cumbin-
ation had resortod to various devices to offect
ths closing down of his factory or force him
into the association. The mothod of war-
fare used by the nail combination, wichhold-
ivg supplies of raw material from competi-
tors, subsidizing the manufacturers of nail-
making machinory and buying up computi-
tors, are expensive, and would not be rbsort-
ed to if it were not tho intention to mako the
public, in the long run, stand the cost.

The combined wire nail makers appear to
have averplayed thoir part., Capital has
been attracted to the industry by the reports
of excessive profits, aud the nail-making
plants iu Canada bave a far greater capacity
than the limited cousumptiou of the country
requires. Ou tho streugth of this excessive
plant the manulacturers have raised the
~hard times" cry, and have asked that the
tariff be Jeft unchanged, and some would
evou peticion that it bsincreased. Ivisfor
¢he Guverntnent to cousider whether uuder
the cucumstances high proteciion would
bring relie, or whuchur a reduction in the
tariff would not, iu destroying ths weapon
of the Cauadian combiuativn, iuduce A'm-
erican makers of wire mnails to ¢xpors their
surplus stocks to Canada iu preference to
more distant markets, ‘T'he Mouetary Times

13 adverss to makivg Cavada the market for

surplus stocks of American mauutacturers;
but tho nail-making 1udustry bas become af-
fected with a disease that can be cured only
by drastic remedies.—Monetuary Times.
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The Tick Pest.

The Commercial has been asked for infor-
mation about the new disease which 13 work-
ing much havock on the Australian ranges.
‘I'ne tollowiug from the Town aud Couutry
Journal, of Sydpoy, Auswalia, tells about
tue epidemic:

With surprising rapidity of development a
new oueiny 1s makiug its appearance at the
gates of the pastoralist, This is the tick
pest, which has «f late been heard of so much
from Northern Queensland, whers its ravages
among big stock atv of & character to excite
woll-grounded alarm for tho future of the
catle-raising industry, not in Queensland
alone butthroughout the length aud breadch
of Australin, Herds of cattle attacsed by
the 1usidivus pest have bueen almust whully
decimuted 1 sume of the effected districts
within a few days. In the mest jnfected
places, cattle, alter camping for the uight,
have been found t be literally covered with
ticks, aud they have succumbed within three
days. Sov serious has the pest beon that the
Quavenslaud Goverume ¢ has been compelled
10 takd striugeut weasures for preveuti: g its
spread. With this objcct that portion ot the
colony north of the 2icth paratlel bas besn
aeclared intected, and no cattle are allowed
to travel svuthward from a point which may
be defined by o liue drawn westward from
Ruckhampton. But itis notonly from trav-
elling stock that the dauger of the pest
spreading is to be apprehended. It has been
found that the vermn may be couveyed in
hides aud skins, and even in horans svnd houfs
and todder. Tu a smail piecs of bide 6 inches
square, exhibited in the L:gislative Assembly

the other day, there wuresume 80 full grown

ticks, along with some thousands of younger
ones in various steges of develupment.
‘I'hese were all dead, v is true, Salting, it
is beiivved, kills them, but too much reiia-
ance must not be placed uponthat, Icis
©asy 0 svs st 3 voCy ULS dootracuive Pest
spieads trow Quesnslaud tothe other col-
onies tho great dairyivg industry, as well as

thatof meat-raising, would be menaced with
destruction, aud no one neods to be told what
that would meau to New S,uth Wales aud
Viotoria, to sny nothing of the ather colonies.

.Very properly, thorefurs, tho Gouvernment of

New Svuth Wales has taken prompt mens-
ures to guard agninst tho iutroduction of the
pest into this country. Tho Chief Inspecter
of Stock, Mr. Bruco, has, with the priucipal
Governmeat veterianian, beon sout to Queeus-
land to muke inquiry snd to report. Fur-
ther, a bill has been introduced into Parlia.
ment, and dealt with as o matter of oxtroue
urgency, under which ghe Governmeht is
empowered to stop any cattle or the pruduc.s
of cattle, such as hides, hurns, &o., from en-
tering Now South Wales from auy colouy de-
clared to be intected. ‘The Imported Stock
Aot of 1871 and the Amending Act of 1881
give large powers iu this direction, but ouly
1n regard to stuck arriving by sea. The uew
bill will empower the Government to declaro
any colouy not a cleau colony, aud prohibit
the entry of cattle or any stock products
which may convey the discase. 'I'he prasup-
titude of the Guvernmeut in the matter is en-
tirely commoudable. Ia spite, however, of
the seriousuess of thedanger, objections have
been raised to a too hasty dealing with 1,
but these have not bsou strongly iusisted up-
on. It will be impossible, of course, to apply
a drastic preveuntative m-asuro. such as the
one nuw referred to, without injury to cortain
local intercsts, So large & number ot catue
come intw Now South Wales from Q wens-
laud that a suddewn stoppage of supplivs fruiw
that quacter must matsrially raiso the price
of bref, pariicuw.arly 4t such places as Bivhen
Hill. The tanumg iudustry, toc, canuut
but suffer, a3 also nauy callings directly
copnected with the cattle aud 1ineat trade;
while, on the other band, there will be the
forruuate fow who will largely profiv by the
artificial scarcity thus created.  S:il), des.
perats diseases require desperate remedies,
aud lesser ovils must ba endured in order
that greater ones may be averted.

Literary Notes.

The Christmas issue of the Farmer's Advo-
cate recently to hand appearsin lithugraphed
covers sud contains a splendid colured en-
graviug of three Shire mares, 2130 masy fiue
photo engravings from all parts of the
Dominion and two from Scotlaud. This
numbur contains articles by representative
agricultural writers from every proviucein
Canadw, Great Britain and the United States.
L.ais Christmas number will be mailed to auy
oue for 25c. ‘Lthe Advoucateis au excelleut
authority on stock raising, dairyivug, and all
other biauches of agricalture aud shoud
prove & reliable journal for western farmers,

The Colonist Christmas number, issued
last week, is a five publication. It 13 de-
voted largely to sportwsg matters, and as
Winnipeg is 8 city ot champlors in various
lines of manly sports, there 18 room for a
considerable qisplay in this direction. ‘I'he
number is splendidly illustrated.

The January number of the Dalineator 1
calied the winter holiday number. \Vith
tho new yoaris begun a feature of persouat
interest to women in the series- of *“Falks on
Beoauty,"” by Mary Cadwalader Jones givesa
comprehensive glance at ‘Soeipl Life in
America.” ‘*Atthe Bayou,” by T ¢ De
Leon, is a short story of the South. **The
Duvision of the Iucome,’ is-a suggestive
consideration of how to make both ends weet
financially. Mrs. A. R, Longstreot furnshes

.& readublo biographical sketch of Miss Stim-

son.

Maud C. Murray-Miller -describes the
** Debut in Socicty.”

Eama Haywood tells

“how to embroider fandy screens; and there 13

an yrticle on vhe Mountwallick work vow
so popular, The Dulineator Pablishing Co.,

. Toronto,




