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The Canadiiau Rail Oombnation.
The Caniadian nuii iakors have for sorte,

time maiutdnud a strosig combinatiou reg-
ulatiug prices snd linaitiug the> oautpuit et
wire sud eut ujails itiCaniada. Iu tlau U.itod
:States a powca-tul cuaî,biiiiitaon bas o.',Àttd
for gaverai years uaadtIr the haineo ut the Nat-
ional Cat anîd %% ire Nuit MNaniuracturons'4 As-
sociation. Darng the last. fouv montlis te
affairs et the Americau coînhination have bc-
ceut> complicated, and it is uowv reperted te
ho on tht> verge et dissolution. T.eso twe
pools, Canadian and Amtarican, have been
counected througli Cuaininiasionor Plure, Who
hai attemptol t.' ragillate hait msking la
beth cousatrios. The exact basis et uuuder-
standing 'b.tween tht> twe aSsuciations is
probably knewa enly te the niembens bue
trado onditieuas bave shown the publie that
defliîl arran.gemnts bave beau mado ce
prevont international comipetitieu.

Amé rican morchauts bave been able te
import nails bathad been exported by niei-
bers et the Sýsocuiatiou tx Eirupe, and o aider-
sait tbc conabiniation pnie lists lu New York.
The> Americaii riail inalacr.4, i regulating
the> honte misnket, bud txlîî.rtd thoir surplu.
stotks, and aelliaag tIlim in. cenpetition, with
the> makter., et other coutrs. werecoin upeil-
ed to, accept coin petiti ve prices. Aixaa.ican
mnîutacturers have, lioweva r, flot shipped
thoir eurplus stocks nu, Catiada, alchough tee
Catladia> dut.y 'vas nont liagl enougli cpre-
veut chenu) sollixag go ds iu chas country at
Ettropeau piî~~ Cattada baq beau - prouet-
cd" f r.,m the> Ainer2icauf niait manufacturens,
audi ie is said, tits *prtuctiuit" was socured
througb a ru3aity upun thu uutput ef the
CanaU Mill2 pîîid tu Cumnîii.1iouer Park.

The Canadiant combination of nuiilminlkers
bas ticd ctho fainiliar robato -systen with
which to force thoir teraias upunt tht- crade.
Geods are sî'Jd at ccii erm pries, an t the
buyer is cointielluid tu, aigi au ag;rcemoe that
hoe% Il uot -cll chu, naîtlsat les, tbau the Main-
iluîlî prici fixed b>' the association. l at
the exi-luatioli of a linitted cime the matn-
fattui un, caunot prove that the merd.hat bas
viulated his agrecout, ho is outitied te a ne-
baie front thei bulyig pu-ce, which forma hits
profit. Wbite the untofra price, liîis bave
Laome redeemiug teatures, tbey have aIl but
destnoyed. the advantuages bu hoe gained truin
sill lu seîliubt merchaînditre. Tu business
eftche country ia being absorbed by the few
buu"cs that tua allurd tw employ ununcerous
traveilers and nuako fre:quenit visits te the
retait. trade.

),% Lou tho association was formed bore it
was probatIy truc thtat pnies worc below te
point ot pruduutiun ait a prufit.. At firie unI>'
moderate advanices ut, cust price itero made,
bu. iun tae course ot tine the combination
grow bolaier, aud it us a general opiniou un
tii. crade, that nauls bave beau sotid ut .-x
horbitaut ;arîces duriug tho past year. BK-
cesive P pi.cs arc the naturai result et pnie

reilatou by the produeur. TIho polie>' is
srtighted, but tho teuaptati.f cf pre-4ent

gainsis net tu bc overceme by the possîbiicy
fet outtiro I(Y;sw.

%,vhen inauuacttlrers are carrying exces-
ive aîîucks ie is the lisuai customi tu lower
prices, bue the conabaneai nait taker,; fouind
it a butter plan tu rai-e prices Notice us

1.iven te the aîboltsalu crado that priceswill
ho advanetd on, a cert-ain day, sud itecuver
tbeîîascive.ý, thu naunchatns are turced te buy
suck alehuugh thuy nlay have suflicieut
Roudâ du baî.d te aniswer preocnt rtquire-
nients. Tho mechants bave been cotoiled,
eftuhitimus uiuch agaius thear will, te as-
sume thu, burdenls incideunt te earri ing lai go
stocks.

'Ib" Canadian manufacturers et wiro naili
have prosperua in an e8pecial mannuer througb
tlrs,joa.î,îi nL. 1L,> lJt U tàtt .L(Oýltri ue
supply of raw ituateniai used lit the> nianluie-
ture et wire nils, and thue indopendent fac-

ory at Brantford, wlich bas roently offrcd,
oppositon te the combination has beau cern-
cempollcd to iimport supplies fromn 4o UJnited
States. As Mr. Waterouè, the oier of tho
tactory, pointaidout tu the Tarif! Commission
whon ini soeion nt Brantford. tie cumbin-
ation hiad rcsortodt to variuus ïoevices te affect
the> closing down of his tactery or force hila
into thp association. The mothod tif wàr-
lare usod by the liait combination, wichhold-
iiJg supplies of raw matorial frein compati-
tors, iiuhoidiziug the manufacturoris of nail-
making maohiuery aud buying up compati-
tors, are efponsivo, and would not be rWsrt-
ed te if it woro nlot the intention te inake the
public, in the long run, stand tho coot.

The eembiaed wire bail makers appear te
have nvorplayod. thoir part. Capital hias
beeu attracted te the industry by the reports
of excessive profits, aud the nai-making
plants ini Canada have a far greator capauiny
thon the linited. couaumptieu of the couintry
roquires. ntesrui ftu excessive

pl m toxanu[acturera hava raiseid the
*-hard times" cry, aud have asked that the
tarif! i hoft uuchanged, and some would
ovegaà pttition that it bc increasod. Ie iifor
Ghe Guvernuient tu conazidor wbetber uuder
the cicumastances high prot. ciioti would
briug relief, or whîctr a rediietionilethe
tariff would net, il, dastroying ths Wea qoun
ef tho Caiadian comnbioniu, iid ue Amn-
eican tanakers et wire naila té t xpure th,,ir
surplus stocke te Canada in preferenco te
mure distant marketsa. T£he Muntary Timnes
is adverse te nîakiug Caniada the market fur
surplus stocks of Ameican mauacturers;
but tho Lait-makilug îndu2try bas become at-
fecited with a dt*ssas that eau ho cured only
by drastie remnudies.-Muoeary Timnes.

The Tick Pest.
The Commercial bas bean askcd for infor-

moation about the now disease whiclu us work-
ing mucli havock on the Autsraliati ranges.
ie tollowitug frein, the Town aud Couontry

Journal, et Sydçoy, Austxalia, toils abjut
tue epîdemie:

%Vith surpriîing yapidity of deve.lopment a
iuew uneiny Is înatug is appearauco at the
gates of the pastoraluat. This is the tick
pest, which bas t labo beeu hbard of se much
from Nurthez I Quieensland, where its ravages
among big stock atre, of a character to excite
well.grouaded attiail for the futture of the
catc-raisiugl iudustry, net in Queensland
alune but t loughotut the leuigth aud breaidýh
ut Australia. Huids ut cattie attactcd by
the unisidiuus pesit have beau almost whully
decawattd lit seulne ot the effecrted districts
wîtbin a few days. In tho ntst intected
p.laces, camte, ailer camping for the uight,
hlave beun fuund tu ho literally covered wuth
ticks, and they bave succaimxbed witbin tbre
days. Su serious bas the pest beou test the
Qaeensland Guveruime t bas beeu compollid
tu takd s *rnt manea s for prevreutiL g its
sproad. With thtis objet tbast portion oS the,
colony north ot the 24th paratiel bus houa
dteclared iniected, and 110 cattie are allowod
tu travel suuthward fromt a peint whuch may
ho defiued by a linoe drawn westward fromt
Ruckhampboii. But itisi not only fromt trav-
elling stock that the danger of the pest
z4preading is te bc apprehenud. Ir, bas been
fund that the vernuin ruay ho cenveyed in
hides and skins, sud aeon b orns a-Ld houts
aud ioddor. lu a siail piece ef bide 63 juches
square, exhibited in the L2gislau.ivo Ammbly
te oether day, thore wmr isome 150 (ail grewn.
ticks, aleng wvith somae thousands ut youuagor
unes in vainus stàges of devolupatent.
ibese wero ail dead, Ir, is true. Saling, it
is batiuvud, kilîs thora, but too much reia-
suce, must net bo placed upon that. In is
ta'y tu 2iu.u tfàati if once~ tinatztk~r-auive pes~t
spiaada froui QauUesland te the other col-
onies the great dairyitig industry, as well as

thatof mecat.-raising, wvould.be mouaeed wita
deîtruction, sud ne one noavts te bo told wilat
that would menu te New S iiith Wales sut
Victoria, te gay> uotbing et tho other colonies.
.Vory prepeni>'. thoroloru, the Govorameut ef
New Southu %Vales bas taken prompt lnosî.
uros te guard agiilite the ititroducti.on if til%
pese int this counitry. Titlo Chie[ Iiuspýet-r
of Stock, Mr. Bruce, bas, wielu the principal
Goverumont voeeialian, eoua sent te QtueoI.:-
land te make inquir>' aud te report. Fur.
ther, a bill has bean iutredaeodl inte Parlis.
mont, aud dealt witlî as a nuatîar et extraie.
turgency, under whicli elle GOvorninekt is
empowered ta stop any cattlo or the produ,.,î
ef cattle. snoh &î hides, borne, &o., front, en-
tarin~ New South Wales tronm an>' coiony de.

el e hoe inlected. Tho Importaed Stock
Act of(1871 aud the Ameudîug Act of 1881
8ivb large powers lu this direction*, but oilly
tu i-gand te stock arriviung b> sea. Thonaear
bill wili em2pawerthuGuverizmeut te declarc
au>' colon>' not a cloa coleny, anîd prohiba
the entry (it cattle or any stock produeti
which ias> couvey tbe diseaso. '£ie pruip-
titude ofthsi Giovoriinîot in the matter is en-
tir.ly commeandaba,. Ia spine, hover. of
tho serieugues ot the danger, objectionî baave
beau raigeai te a too hasty ds-alisig wiîlu it,
but chose have net balla strongly iusistod uap.
on. le ivill ho iinp4lssible, of course, te apply
a drastjc prevencative ua aîre. sulait as tbe
eue uowv reforred te, wittîout injury tu certain
local iutero-.ts. So larga a uuttîbdr ut caîcie
corne jue Now Sjuth \Vîdos troun Q ieuma-
laud that asud.1euacppaýe ou suppli,,s ttu
that quarter nin atýunisîll raiselo hiracc
et baetf, partictiarly un 3ueh places as B,keu
ill. 'l'ie tannang îuidustry, toe, canàiIt

but suifer, as aise liaauy caihings direîl>
connectaid vitlî ch# cattle sud mnct trado;
while, ou the> other banîd, thoacr wvillh bu te
tortunato few who wiIi largely profit b>' the>
arcîfiejal scarcit>' chug craaed Sii des.
poratzi diseautes require dosponate retaiedies,
aud ]esser evils mua; is eiàured lu order
ibat grLater eltes may ho avorted.

Literary boates.
The> Christmaas issue ef the Farmer's Advo-

este recontly tu baud appears in litlîograpîed
cevers aui centaitus s splendid colorui eaa-
graving uf three, Shire mares, aise îuanty fiae
photo caugravings frein aIl parts et te
Dominion and cwe fro. Scottanti. Thais
numbar contaîis articles hy roprusentativo
agnicultural wriuers frein evaury provinceu in
C.ýnadýc, Great Britain sud the> United. States.
T.is Chriqtmas uumhor will ho muilcai tuauy
eue for 25c. 'Ibo Advcsi8 au excellent
autbority ou stock raising, dairyinig, sud ail
other bî anches ,ut agriculture sud sh.,.d
proveasreliable journal for western farnauri.

Th> Culenist Christmas number, issued
base wees, la a flue Publication, Ie is de-
vuted largel>' tusportiag mations, sud as
Winnipeg is a City ut champions lu varanus
linos ut mauly sports, thora us recul for a
censiderable aispfay in this direction. Thae
number is spleudidly illustrated.

Th> Jauua-y numbon et the ])alineatcr i
calied the> winter holiday nuinher. WVîîh
the> new year is begun a featuro of penaîmtal
interest te woe nenl the> seons et 'haIlks ou
Besut>',1 hyý Mary Cadwalader Joues givezi a
comprebençive gîsuce at . ,Socitil Lite iu
Aunenaca." "At the JBaîyou," b>' T C De
Leon, 18 a short stary * of the> South. Il h
Division et th> Iuceune," la 'a suggestive
consideratien of huw te make botb eunds uneet
finaucisîl>'. Mra. A. I. Longatreot furnishes
s readabi o biographicai sketch of Miss Stim-
son. Màud <i. Murray-MUillerdescnibes the
IlDebue in Seciety'." Enma Haywoed tells
how te embroidor fauzy screens, sud tiu as
aut article on 'the> Mliuntinalhick * wcurk iow
se popular. The Dilinieaitor Pïablisbiag Co.,
Toronto,


