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EDITORIAL NOTES.

. The cab drivers of London go 1 cn mussr for marrying therr deceased
wives' sisters, at least nine thousand of them have signed a memonal re-
questing the British government to cnact a law abolishing the restnictions
which now prevent them from doing so. The DBritish advacates of the De-
ceased Wi'c's Sister Bill are wealthy and well organized, it was through their
money and their influcnce that the measure became law 1o Canada and
the Australian colorics, and the persistency with which they have urged |
their cause in Great Britain augurs well for thair ulumate success.

.Tl:c attempts made in Sweden and Norwvay to breed Codnsh by sem-)
artificial means arc proving successful.  Last year five nuilion young cous |
were put into Norwegian bogs and harbors.  This year the fishermen there
g3y that ncver before bave they noticed young cod fish (eight ur ten nches )
long) so plentiful Twenty milliow of the newly hatched cggs will next year
be distributed along the coast. If these were allowed to be hatched 1 the |
sca in the natural way, it is believed that only oac vut of cvery four wmll-

ions would live to be a fish—owing chiefly of course, to destruction by other
denizens of the deep.

.. Ve publish to-day onc of the most remarkable speeches upon Labor
Union that has ever yet appeared 1n the public press, and as it voices the
sontiments of those who, while endorsing legimate agitation, oppose
extreme and violent mceasures, we rccommend our readers to give the
speech in question a careful perusal.  The principle of laborers umting
together for the purposc of mutual protection 1s rational anu sound, and so
long as this principle is not vislatcd by harsh and arbitrary measuras, such |
unions should have the sympathy and hearty support of ail true lovers of
mankind. In this work-a-day world it is frequently claimed that laborers
have no time to devote to mental and spiritual culture ; yet.while this may
in the main be true, it must be quite cvident to thougttful men that in the
present day the periods of excessive labor alternate with those in which
no work can be obtained,—in other words, wc have periods of over
pm(?ucno.n. followed by times of depression. Now as this over- production
is tie direct outcome of the wonderful improvement of mechanical
gpplxanccs. and as it must continuc unless the hours of labor be reduced,
it appears to us that intelligent men should give this matter the'. . ieful '

considcmlioy,_:mq ascertain what the effects of such a reduction would be.
Our own opinion 1s+ 1. Tho current of trade would run more smoothly,
and the freshets of inflated businoss and the droughts of dull times wouid
be avoided. 2. The antizan, being relieved from the ceaseless toil in days
of prospcerous times, and from the enforced idlencss in times of depression,
would find the burden of life more casily Lorne, and find leisure for the
cultivation of those mental and moral faculties which the din of the
workshop or the factory shut down never stimulates.

No less than one thousand seven hundred and ninc invoices of foreign
oods were illegally reculled and allered by the customs authorities of New
‘ork during the year 1884, in all of which the goods were in the second

instance entered below their valuation, Such a system of appraising is a
direct blow agzinst honesty in business trancactions, and we are glad to
learn that the Cleveland administrativn have decided to put a stop to all
such illegal entrics. Cleveland may have been a weak man in some res-
pects, but his bump of honesty appears to be well devoloped.

It is somewhat amusing to rcad in the American papers that the
Mexican Government is willing to sell the northern portion of Mexico to
the United States for a moncy consideration. “The financial condition
of Mexico may be somewhat straitenced, but as the territory to be ceded
includes about forty-five per ceat of the ontire area of the country, we
may reasonably question the truthfulness of the report.  As a matter of
fact, the ramor has been sct afloat by a few disappointed railway specu-
lators who, finding it impossible to make their millions in the country
under cxisting circumstances, hope by misrepresentation and seditious acts
to force the hand of the Mexican authorities.

The onward march of civilization of which we in the ninetcenth century
are won't to boast has recently been suddenly checked throughout Germany,
and that country has been thrown behind the age to the extent of half a
ceatury. - Hitherto the German government have set a noble exaaple to
the world in its manner of dealing with wowmen, to whom it opened the
clerkships in the civil service without let or hindrance, but recently they
have evineced a determination to change their hiberal policy, and have dur-
ing the past six months dismissed from the postal telegraph and railway
services upwards of twenyy thousaud women.  This would appear to be a
retrograde movement

Mr. Wilfred Itunt has gone to Constantinople to obtain the sanction of
the Sultan to his projected eapedition o Khanwum, aad of successful, he
proposes to push forward at once to his destinauen,  Mr. Ilunt, relying on
his personal friendship with Arabi Pasha, and his intimate knowledge of the
Arbian language, confidently expects to be able to arrange a treaty of
peace between the Mahdi and Khedive; and at the same time obtain
reliable information respecting the fate of Geaeral Gardon  ‘There may be
an apparent cxcu ¢ fur the seligicus fanaticin of the Mahdi. bt there can
be nune fur the misguided enthusiasm of a mai who would thus wantonly
take his life in his hand, for what must at tac best pi.ve o doubtful
advantage.

Twenty thoucand Hungarians nuw residug in the United States propuse
settling in the Canadian North West, provided that a graot of land can be
obtained in.unc sulid block.  Couut sterhazy is endeavuting to obtain the
permission of the Canadian government to allow the C. P. R. Co. to exchange
tl * alternate sectiuns which that company nuw holds in the Qu' Appelle
Valiey, for land in other parts of the North Woest Territory. At present
the Nourth West lands are laid vut in a chess bo.rd pattern, cach alternate
block being leld by the government. Should the pulished and truly
liberal Count succeed in this enterprise we may capect tu have twventy thou-
sand Hungarians scttled i the Dominivn within a year, and as they are
experienced agricalturists they cannut fail to be of service to the country.

The Civil Service reform of the United States which has been utterly
disregarded by previous administrations, appears to be faithfully carried out
by Mr. Cleveland and his Cabinet. The desirability of reforming the Civil
“ervice has alwaye been ncknowledged by both Republican and Democmtic
partics, but it has been left to the Democrats to sce that the provisions of
the bill were carricd out in their entirety. The U. S. Postmaster-General
is in full sympathy with the merit system, and he now proposes to introduce
competitive cxaminations for all those applying for c....cs under this
department ; he furtner warns applicants that letters recommending them
to favour will weaken, rather than strengthen theit chances of obtaining
positions,

Prince Arthur, the Duke of Cunnaught, has just returned from Indis,
where he has been engaged for many months 1n obtaining for himself an
accurate knowledge of the Indian army , he has carefully studied its present
condition, its nceds, and the prospects of 1. permanent improveracnt.
Prince Arthur, who is the third son of Queen Victona, 1s now thirty-five
years of age, and in view of the probability of his becoming the successor
of the Duke of Cambridge as Field Marshat commanding the British army,
the knowledge that he has thus obtained may some day be of great service
to him. The Duke of Cambridge now lacks but four ycars of reaching
the allotted life’s epan of three-score yeas and ten, and although he still
cojoys o full measure of health and vigor, he cannot long be expected to

| continuc 1o discharge his arduous datics.  The Duke of Connaught is most

populat in the service, both with officers and men, and has already dis-
played ability and industry in lis chosen profession. As Commander-in-
Chicf of the army, he will occupy a pusition sccond to none in the British
service.



