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might at onco subsorve public good and
private gain. With this viow, the first
attempt mado was to obtain information on
Amorican affairs from a young lioutenant
named Iloratio Gates, who had sorved in
Nova Scotia, and who was aftorwards well
kuown as the fortunate general officer to
whom the gay and witty but unfortunate
Gonoral Burgoyne had to surrender at
Saratoga. On tlus occasion he was too
astute to propose any mensure of which he
could be mado the scapegoat, and declined
to act as he was desived, pleadins ignorance
and inexperience as an excuse. Thesoldier
having refused to act, recourse was had to
the ‘“man of peace,” and a Mr. Hanbury, s
Quaker gentlerman, whoso connections gave
him some knowledgo of Americn, proposed
that Virginin should bo the basis of opera.
tions, and it was dotermined to entrust the
conduct of the business to Horatio Sharpe,
Lioutonant Governor of Maryland. Ti\is
man was Licutenant Colonel in the army,
a grado which he received in 1754, but it was
only local and confined to the West Indies;
but thoe Duke of Newecastle and his coadju

tors assured the King that he bad served
through the whole of the last war, and was
well known to possess the good opinion of
the Duke of Cumberiand. “So good,”
replied the latter, * that if Sharpe had been
consulted he would have refused.” Infact,
the manneverserved anhour, Ilisappoint.
ment was, however, forwarded to him, but
after a %rent deal of preliminary planning
he abandoned the whole scheme as impos-
sible. His instructions appear to have con.
tomplated nothing beyond the capture of
Fort du Quesne byn Provincial force. ‘This
failure was a sovere blow to Neweastle, who
endeavoured to cover his own mortification
and his favourite's incapacity by saying that
“if he was not remarkably able, he was at
lIeast & very honest man,” The shrewd old
king replied, “ A little less honesty and a
little more ability might, upon the present
occasion, better serveour turn,’’ and without
deloy sought the opinion and services of the
Duke o1 Cumberland in the plan of campaign
which would best subserve the interests of
the Empire. The plan adopted did not
alter the locality of the operations originally
pointed out by Newcastle's Quaker adviser.
It was intended to strike at once at Fort du
Quesne on the Ohio, Niagara at the head of
Lake Ontario, Crown Point at the head of
Yake Champlain, and Beau-Sejour at the
head of ('~ Bay of Fundy. ‘Chese move.
ments, requiring simultaneous action on a
line the extreme points of which were over
1200 miles apart, would necessarily be sub.
joct to many casualities, and therofore to
General Braddock was intrusted the execu-
tion of the western pcrtions of the opera.
tions, extonding from du Quesne toNiagara,
—the success of thewhole depending on the
capture of the first named fort.

On the 24th of September, 1754, Major
Genoral Braddock was appointed to the
command of the expedition to Virginia,
and Generalissimo of all Iis Majesty's
troops on the North American continent.
The forces for the expedition were to consist
of the 44th Rogiment, Colonel Sir Peter
Halkot, and the 48th, Colonel ‘Thos. Lunbar,
cach 500 strong, but it was intended they
should be recruited in America to 700 men
cach, Two other regiments, of 1000 men
each, to be commanded respectively by Sir
William Pepperell and William Shirley, Esq.,
Governor of Massachusctts Bay, were to be
raised at the King's cost in America. In
addition to these forces, which would at the
inost make up 3,500 men, the King's inde-

endent companics in America were to bo
under Braddock's command, and the aid of

tho colonial militin, with tho scrvices of as
many Indians as could be enlisted, would,
it was hopod, raise tho British forces to 12
or 15, men, the whole to be supported
by ths oporntions of a powerful flcot. on the
coast. ‘Tho44th and 48th Regiments, being
stationed in Ireland, wero so weak in num-
bors that thoy could not muster nearly the
requisite strongth, which was made up of
drafts fromothoerregimonts and enlistments;
but so odious was tho destined servico thal
overy offort of tho officors fniled to restrain
desertion. The new enlistmonts were from
theworst class of tho population,which didnot
tend to clevato the porsonal standard of the
rogiments. A sufficiont train of artillery
and all needful stores were provided, and
on tho 15th of October Sir John St. Clair,
Lieutenant Colonel of O'Farrel’'s Rogiment
of Foot (22nd), who had been appointed
Deputy Quartermaster General for all the
forces 1n America, embarked for Virginia to
acquaint himself with the scene of his future
duties, -On the 30th of November, Braddock
sailed to Cork in the famous Centurion, to
hasten the tardy movemeonts of the expedi.
tion; but sowearisome had tho delay become
to his ardent spirit that, finding ho could
not expedite matters, he returned to Eng-
land, and finally sailed from the Downs wit

his staff’ on the 21st of December, leaving
the main body of the fleet to follow at their
earliest speed, and they finally left Cork on
the 14th January, 1755. While all these
hostile pregamtions were being perfected,
the Duke of Newecastle, with utter disregard
for decency with that mendaciousness which
so preeminently distinguished him, kept
protesting to tho French ambassador and
court that the intentions of his master wero
eminently pacific. Un the 20th of February,
1755, Commodore Keppel’s little squadron,
consisting of his own vessel, tho Centurion,
the Norwich, and the Syresn, men-of-war,
cast anchor in Hampton Roads. On board
the Norwich, were General Braddock, Capt.
Robert Orme, his principal aid-de-camp, and
Mr. William Shivley, his military secretary.
Immediately on his landing, the naturs of
the difTiculties with which he had ‘o combat
became apgarent in tho shape of unskilful
and stupid officers. His Quartermaster
General’s plan for cantoning.the troops con-
sisting of 1000 men embraced a circuit of
only threc hundred miles. ‘This was very
properly dispensed with, and the troops
encamped as they arrived. The various
colonies of British America hod yet to learn
the value of unity of purpose and action.
No militia force worthy of the name existed,
and grear aversion to a militia law was man-
ifested by their Legislative Assomblies. The
constitution or charter under which each
colony was established did not recognize =
responsible ministry at all : no power inter-
posed between the Assembly and the
Governor, who chose his own advisers as he
thought proper—often perfect strangers to
the country, and unable, through prejudice
and want of knowledge, to understand its

requirements or obtain the confidence and |.

control of the people. Itis evidently on
this, then the onfy known model of free insti-
tutions, the constitution of the United States
has been founded, the framers thereof for-
getting that a constitutional government
and free institutions cannot exist without a
ministry responsible to the Legislative
Assembly. Ill)l the case of the colonies, the
ovils of this system were aggravated by the
irresponsibility of the whole Executivo;
thereforo it is no wonder that the Assemblies
wero generally at issue with the Governors,
and generally set themselves to look on all
the measures initiated with suspicion, and
to combine to thwart them in overy possible

way. Anothor difficulty was mixed up with
this in no ordinary degreo, and that wns
question of trade. All the colonies that had
any surplus agricultural produce found a
ready and profitable market therefor at
Louisburg, m Capo Breton, and other
French ports. The universal training of the
population of the Franco-American colonics
as militia soldiers, prevented proper atten.
tion being paid to agriculture, hence the
necessity for importation, the secret of
Frenchsuccess at the outbreak of hostilitics,
and tho reluctance of the British to break
up a profitablo trado. Long after thodisas.
ter at Fort du Quesne, over forty English
colonial vessols could be counted in the
harbour of Louisburg discharging cargoes of
agrioultural produce. Another very potent
source of trouble arose from tho Indian tra.
ders and frontier settlers along the disputed
borders. Thoso gentry, the most lawless and
daring portion of thocommunity,did not wish
to have intruders too well initiated into the
secreis by which the unfortunate aboriginies
wore stripped of their lands and peltry. A
thorough good understanding appoars to
have oxisted between themselves and the
French. A busy traffic had been established
with the frontier (Posts, and on more than
one occssion thoy did the French causo good
service by persuading the Indians not to
join Braddock's forco or give him any
assistance.
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MILTF1A GENERAL ORDERS.

HEAD QUARTERS,
Ottawa, 6tk March, 1868. .
GENERAL ORDERS.

VOLUNTEER MILITIA.

No. 1.
Quebec Provisional Brigade Garrison Artillery.
No. 3 Batlery.
The resignation of 2nd Licutenant R. J.
Wicksteed, is heroby accepted.

3rd Battaliom * Victoria Voluntcer Rifles,”
Monireal.
To bo Major:
Captain Nathanicl Jones Ifandysido, vice
Hutton, promoted.
To be Captain :
Licutenant Wm, H. Stanley, vico Iandy
side, promoted. '

e

23rd  Essex” Batlalion of Infantry.
No. 2 Company, Windsor.
To be Lieutenant, acting-till further orders:
Ensign Mark Richards, vice Ilorne, trans.
ferred to No. 1 Company.
‘To be Ensign, acting till further orders:
Sergeant Frederick T. Rice, vice Richarlls,

promoted. .



