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tho word will for shall. (L is an awkwad
provincialism Coriginally, 1 fancy, Liish), the'
it can searcely be ealled an erroror a vulgar
ism. DBut it nas become 3o universal of use
by newspaper writers that, in tho inlerests
of a certain polish of stylo which it 13 to be
presumedl, appoeals to tas'e ¢f any sort of
cultivation, thit it 18 time it wero nuliced.
Tho Canadinn press ab least might purily
itself, however great a delight tho Americans
take in clipping, valgarizing, and debaiing
their language.

Another approach to tho cligptay of ordi-
nary terms of speech, whiclr creales so un-
ploasant an effect on tho eyo nnd car of the
realder of American newspapers (and cven
higher publications), which [ 1egret to sce
grining ground In Canada,is the omission of
tho word ‘*on** before the day of the week
recording ovents—as, *'a fire hrokeout Mon
dny morning.” Somo people may liko that
sort of thing as a new fashion, suting rapid~
ity of ultrance,hut—one would be to imagine
what maanerof peo, 'e they would be. If
Caundian journalists value puiity and dignity
of style (which I dou't think they do to any
very appreciablo extent) they have nv ex-
cuse, with the perpotual beacons of warning
held before their eyes by the vulgarities of
tho American Press, for falling short of a
good standand. . L

*Fraxo Tircer,”

I.S — Ihad closed these desultory romarks
and was about to seal them up when tho Vor.
Lav. of tho 27th ult. was putinto my hands.
I perceive thereby that you have yourself
anticipated my suggestions of a comnussion
of officers to investignte the stio of the
Foree.

To thé Editor of the VoLyxtizn Review,

Sue,—TIt is reported that tha Government
intend malking n chango in the ¢ Militia
system.” 1t is to Lo hoped they will, for tho
siinple reascn that the majurivy of *ollicers”
in command at the present tumo have never
attended a scliool of ** Instruction,” and are
entirely incapable of serforming their daty.
If our * Militia Systemn " is to Le improved,
wo must havo officers thiat have “procured
certificates at tho schools of  Military In-
struction.” A commander of a Battalion or
company who does not know his drill, is
nathing more than alanghing stock for the
men uader their command.

“We have in Now Brunswick a great many
efficient “Passed Cadets’ drilling in the
ranks uvlor offizers th«t never have obtain-
edcertific tes,and know no mo « hout dnll
thw as . follows: *‘Fours nght,” * ¢ Quick
march,” ¢ Right about wheel,” or some
othor command that a child could give if
bio was told. I have seen the men in tne
ranks telling the captain what words of com-
mand to give tobring them in such and such
a position, to the disgust of those close
by; and when a vacancy occurs it's not an
eficient oadet that faltea the places, but
somo favorsd friend thed nover -saw nor
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handied a rifle'in his lifo, and whoso pro-
senco induces nihny of tho men fo leave.
Wao want ofticers who have tho interost of |
tho Voluntoers at heart, officers who com.
mand respect and w ho, if any cmeigency
occurred, would Lknow their duty and lead
their men to victory, Wo hiavo such men. |
Put them in command, aud yow wiil seo our
furces strengthened and respected by all.

Caner,
St Mary's, Feb. Gth, 18T1.
e ———

REVIEWS

Wi havo to tinnk tho considerabion anid
courtesy of Captain G, A, Bames, ofgthe 3vd
West York Light Infautry, for the January
number of Cothorno's l'n'I*Scrvz‘cc Maga-
zine for January, copies offthe Army and
Navy Gazette and Volunteor Secrvice Gazclle,
and other professional papers of tho most
interesting charwter. As it is our mitention
to review tha vatious articles cuntained 1n
these papers.we shall select Colborne’s Uni-
ted Service Muayazine, becauso itis the oldest
nilitary journal in the Empire, and has by
far the greatest amount of well-considéred
profeesional articles inits prges.

‘I'ho articles in the present number are as
follows :—* The Locomotive Iron Redoubt,”
by Artuue Jauui, (Iate Lucknow Rogiment),
Momorials of the [listury and Servicos of
tho old Nineteenth Regiment of Light Dza.
goons (Lancors), * Lmblodied Sorvices of
Milstin  Regiments, by Captain G. A,
flaikys ; ' Journal of an oflicer of the Gith
Regiment during ti:o North China Campaigu
of 1860; Cooperative Inlistment, by J.
CaseroN, Deputy lnspector General; Tho
Volunteer, tho Militiaman and the Regular
Soldter; The I'mal of Jasshal Bizaines At
Montmedzy during the Inveatment; The
Ashuanteo War, by Captain B, Rovgrs; The
Navy in 1874 ; Foreign Summary; Editor's
Portfolio; Crilitical Notes; Naval and
‘Military Intelligence, withun Obituary List;
Stations of the Royal Navy in Comm:ssion ;
Promotions and appointments.

Of theso arlicles tho most interesting ave
tho first on the Locomotive Iron Redoubt,
the third Ly Captain G. A. Raikrs on the
Embodied Services of Militin Regiments,
which is a kind of Supplement to the ** Llis-
tory of Reserve Forcesof tho Crown,” by the
samo author, containing valuable informa
tion respecting the constitutional forces of
Great Britain; destined to exercise consider,
able influence on the future organization of
the JImperial Forces of the Empire, when-
ever tho British poople awake to the full
appreciation of tho condition in which their
mulitary system is now placed,and loarn that
& national army must bo drawn from all
ranksof the community.

Tho sixth article on the Volunleer, the
Militiaman, and the Kegular Soldier, is the
most important in tho number; ecspecially
as it is a most able dissertation on military
organization, on the relative dulies of the
subject to the State and on the Legislative
and Administrativo bodies to the army, dis
cussed in a thoroughly practical manner by
ona evidenttly well acquainted with tho his.
torical, political, and social bearings of this
most interesting subject.

It is our intention to ropublish such por-
tions as b v upon tho question of an armed
nation, be.rg that most hikely to instruct
our readers, seceing our Militia Bill was de-
signed to so., 0 the problem involved.

—

Tho January banbor of Vo Britieh Quar
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teely Reviae (Leanued Scott Publishing Co.,
New York) opens with an articlo cu % hn
Billad, ity Naure awd Literary Afhinjties.’’
[thegins Ty giviag the original meaning of
tho word, a1 dancing song,” mxl showing
thut the pame aas subsequently applied to
poemr of very diverso charncter, After
dercribing the mun featuies of the genuine
VL the fountlinliend of Listory amd the
Arama, it vivee m ny interesting illustiations
of the light which poems of this clags throw,
uotonly on tho manners and cusfoms, but
ci:lm n the beiefs and fochings of peopla of
old.

¥ Modern Scientilic luquiry and R.Jiglous
Thoughit” shows that scienco and religion
cm, andoften do, go hand in hand j deep
rosearchies in geology, theories of creation,
ovolution, ete., in no wise interfering with n
belief in God, Lut rather strengthcning
out futh in the nesence of an inteiligent
Creator.

Itis followed by an csaay on *Induclive
Theology,” which takes the ground that
man is so constituted that ** ho wiust theo-
tiza; ho must teace eoftects to their cause,
and argua from the eauso to tho c:fectsit
will infallibly preduce ;" and goeson to say:
‘“Thero are Jfacts enough at our command,
hoth in thn Universo and in the Bilile, anl
wo shall not alter tho facts by changing the
point fiom which, v+ view them s wo shall
not be unfauhiul w he truth by endeavor-
iugso to couceive il us to make 1t tell on
o grnrration ' The main purpeso of the
aticle is to show tho application of the
scientific method of inquiry toa few of the
fanda.aental truths of rehgion.

** Miad and the Science of Enet v iga
disertation on  the connection  ctween
phiysical and psyphical phenomens, which
really seoms 1010 a4 counsideration  of the
question, What is thaught 2 After looking
at the subject from all s'des, and quoting
tyndad, lHuaxley, Biachmer, and lerbert
Spencer, the wriler ia compelled to admit
that ne positive conclusion has yet been
arrived at, -

Jn # Revision of the Text of the New les.
tament,’’ afier lnielly prosenting the reasons
for a revision of tho text, the reviewer con-
siders, in some dotail, the prineiples of the
two schools ol eniticism represented by Dr.
Iregelles and De. Scrivener. Wo find here
many interesting details rolating to the
various readings of many ancient manu-
soripts, together with observations upon the
testa Ly which their genumeness may beo
tried.

The *¢ Autobiographyof John Stusrt Mill”?
does not placo before usa very pleasing pie-
ture. The poer child, three years old, study-
ing Greels, is certainly a pitinblo objoct. e
must have possessed wonderful mental and
physical strength, for the precocious brain
does not seem t5 have wern out ths hady,
ns 80 often happens in such cases, and it
certainly preserved its vigor to tha very
last. The impression given is that his lifo
w48 incomplote—that somethung was lacking
wvhich the roader misscs—and oune can wi il
believo that the worlke is, as the reviow.r
sava, “ong of tho saddest books ever
written,”

The prezent number of the Review also
contains a pleasant account of Ienvy Tho.
reau. the pcet-natuarlist: Masson’s ¢ Milton
tnd his Times ;" Mr. Bright's Return to the
Ministry; Note to the Articlo on Herbert
Spencer, No. VI, October, 1873; and
:ho usual notices of Centemporary Litera.
Wi



