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-three volumes on the first shelf in your lîbrary. These are not satisfied %vith such Homiletic society as Shedd,
volumes were written by Dr. Charles Hodge, of Dabney, l-loppin, Phelps, Hall, Taylor, Simpson,
Princeton. Take one of thern down and have a talk Crosby and Spurgeon, iv'e cannot say anything more.
on the point %vith I-odge. If there is any point that Perhaps somne brother says lie is a philosopher and
Hodgecan't throw lîght upon, yuurnay fincl saine diffi- finds thc work of these men too shallow for his mighty
culty inigetting light even in Toronto. Brother, you will intellect. Brother, there is no lielp for yote.
excuse us for saying that. if you were on more familiar 'You wanh saine literary society, brother, do you ?
ternis %vith Hodge, you iniglit perhaps flot sigh sa Well, take down 'Macaulay and somne standard writers
much for society. Cultivate an acquaintance with and converse with themn. There are saine vcry emi-
Hodge. nent literary men iii Toronto, especially editors, but

There are saie knotty points ofExegesis you wvould there arc flot miany wh'lose literary productions surpass
like to discuss with saine ane. Well, that is good work 1those of Macaulay. D)o becomne intirnate wvith Mac-
for a minister no doubt. J ust take down Alford and aulay .
Ellicott and Eadie and Hodge and ga on Nvith the dis- lau like ta listen ta gooci speeches, brother, and you
cussion. If there is any better exegetical caîwpany in 1think if you were in Toronto you m'ight hear somne fine
this country than these men this contributar has flot arating occasiarially at the Ba>,r, or in'the Local Parlia-
heard of it. ment. Na doubt the el-acluence ini these places is

Oh, but you wvant ta speal, about Homiletics. Vau t'vanderful; but if you cannat enjoy it take down your
wvant an occasional talk about texts and divisions and aiod volume of " Britibli Elaquience," and read Chat-
the best niethods of making, deliveri'ng antI applying: hai, Mtansfielô, Burke, Grattan, Fox, Pitt, Erskine,
sermons. That's right, brother. St*ck ta that. If~ Curran, Brougýhamn and, if you are proof against the
saine of our ministers ta!ked more about sermons and sarcastic spirit, Juaius. Yau wan't be likecly ta hear
less about carniittees it w'ould be better for themiselves 1any beiter men than these in Canada. Reading the
and for the Church. " What did you prc-ach on Last Sab- speeches of such men gives a preacher good mental
bath? »is a far more important question than What exercise, and if they are read rapidly and kept well in
-cammittees are you on this year?"» "J-low did you hand the discipline is the very hest for one w~ho aims
handle that subject " is a far more encauraging (lues- 1at a free exteniporaneous delivery.
tion coming frorn a niinister than a question about You would like to-well-yes--ah-I understand
saine cccase"» because it shows his mind is wvarking in you like the draina. 0f course you wouldn't go ta the
the right way. AIl the old vetera-n ruinisters who theatre, brother, if you lived in a large city. That is ta
ivorked thirty or forty years in one place wvere great, say, you miglit drap in occasionally ta sec a play of
,on texts and divisions and talked very much about Shakespeare as students of Divînity in Edinburgh are
prenching. The typical Church lawyer always talks said ta do, but yau %vould nofgo regularly. Of course
about preaching in alhaîf apologretic way. He belittles not. You ivould sim)ply go once in a great while ta
the main part of his work and the people invariably study the elocution of a star actar just as gaod people
belittle hum. They do right in sa doîng. Now it must, go ta a combination circus ta see the~ animzais. It
'be admitted that it is a very stimiulating and refresh- jmight nat be any harm if you did. But seeing you
ing thing for a young mninister ta have an accasianal' have fia opportunities in that way, read Shakespeare.
talk with an enthusiastic sermonizer. Undoubtcdly, Study Shakespeare. Regular, persistent readirig of
it is. Yau always leave hum feeling that preaching the dialogues in Shakespeare is the best discipline
is a great business. Yau ]cave sanne ministers feeling on this earth ta break up a manotanaus delivery.
that preaching is a srnall business 'vhich should be Hear the conclusion of the whole matter: a minister
proceeded witb in an apologetic ivay. A rninisý,er who that has a good library and good literary taste need
produces that impression should perhaps be e\pelled. never lack good society ; and though his library con-

But ive must camne back ta the brother wve were ad- sists aI the Bible and Shakespeare he may have the
dressing. Yau want a congenial spirit ta discuss best possible comipanions.
sermons wvith ? Well, find ane in yout- !ibrary. Thiere
is Shedd. Shedd is good. Talk a while with Shedd. SONIE QUESTIONS ON THE 'MAIN POINT.
Then take down Dabney. Wlien you arc tired! " Ours is the leading congregatian of the place."
talking ta Dabney try Hoppin. If you don't enjoy : Very good. Howv rany sinners did it lead ta Christ
-the society of any of these take Phelps. If you don't last year ? H-Iow niany persans did it lead from lives
,enjoy a talk with Phelps perhaps there is something of self-indulgcnce and selfishness ta hives of usefulness
-%vrong wvith your taste. But these are not ail. If you and self-sacrifice ? 1-10w many did it lead from tne
'have the Yle course yau may converse %vith Beecher,. ranks of the camp-followers ta the tanks of the workers
John Hall, Taylor, Bishop Simpson, Crosby and sev- for Christ ? \Vhen you say: " Ours is the leading
eral other eminent and enthusiastic preachers. Spur- cangregation,» always stop and ask :What c1oes it
geon has several fine wvorks on preaching. Now if you lead men frain, and wbere does it )ead thein ta?


