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GOOD OUT OF EVIL.

"Tis an ill-wind that blows nobody good.  The

selfish greed of those who have been mampulatmg
the cotton market for months past for the benefit of
their own pockets, but to the disorganization of trade
and to the nusery and suffering of hundreds of thou
sands of working men forced into idleness by the
needless closing of the mills in the United States and
ureat Britain, will give a timely impetus to cottun
srowing in the British columes, The creation of large
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cotton growing arcas within the British Fipire will
nut only render Great Britain comparatively safe from
any fuaure attempt to “starve out ” the cotton in-
dustry of Great Britam and Canada by cutting off
supplies of the raw material, but it will give increased
diversity of staple wineh the world's cotton industr)y
needs, and, meidentally, will render it alinost impos
sible for the callous greed of the ring of cotton sharps
to wreak the pain and misery which it has brought
to so many vigtims in the past six months, It is very
gratifying to learn that the cotton growing move-
ment has taken firm hold in several of the colonies,
The manufacturers of the Old Country at last realize
that it is to their best interest to encourage it; but
they and the colonies that essay the agricultural
branch of the movenient must expect to encounter
initial discouragements through mistakes and lack »f
experience, and they must exercise patience  and
perseverance.  The cotton mdustry was not extended
in Egypt, the United States and India without local
difficulties and failures, but condidering the present
magnitude of the business in those countries, a few
mdividual faillures and sct-backs will be a cheap priee
to pay for the permancent establishment of an industry
of such imperial fmportance.

By good luck, ur let us say good Providence,
rather than by any special gift of fore-knowledge, in
most cases, the Canadian cotton manufacturers found
themselves with a good supply of raw cotton at the
beginning of the crists, and <o we m Canada have
escaped the woes from which British and Umted
States mill owners and operatives have suffered
through the cotton sharks, and now 1t s comfortin g
to note that reports from the South indicate a larger
cotton crop this year than for several years past, the
gnp on cotton in stock being already loosened by the
prospect.  Because Canada happens to have escaped
the pmch this time, our manufacturers shoubd not be
insensible to the lessom of the erisis, but <hould give
every moral and material support to the movement
to increase and diversify the area of cotton planting,
and so render our manufacturcrs safer, not merely
from dangers arising out of hostile palitics, but from
the no less real dangers of a cotten famine arising
out of drought or pest.




