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CANADA'S FIRST LINEN FACTORY.

——

Sume years ago we gave an account of the first at-
ten.pt at manufacturing Iimen cloth on power looms in
Canada. This was during the American Civil War, when
owmg to the cotton famine, the price of linen fabrics
wert up to such a pitch that the industry scemed to offer
a splendid field in Canada.  Had the war continued long
envugh to enable the industry to obtain a good fooung
m this country, 1t is possible that linen manufacturing

might have been one of the staple industries of Canada
to-day, as our climate produces an excellent staple of
flax, but the war closed just as the factory got faiely
sturted and prices of both linen and cotton went so luw
that not only was the busmess m Canada rumed, but
greatinjury was inflicted un the industry in Treland asddl,
where linen manufacturing had been acchimatized o
generations,  Those who read our furmer sketch of this
mdustry will remember that one of the promoters was
George Stephen of Montreal, (now  Lord  Mount-
Stephen) and that *he factory building is stll in existence
as part of the woolen uutls ot Ferguson & Pattnson,
Preston, Out. Lord Mount-Stephen aud his old secre-
tars, John Turnbuall of Montreai, hase boen hind enough
to procure through \dam Warnock, of Galt, and John
Homuth of Preston, sume further particulars regardimg
this mteresting venture.  Mr. Turaball is under the im
pression that the linsced il machme referred to m the
correspondence was sold to parties in Montreal,and after
being worked in that city for several years, found its way
to one of James Livingston’s malls i Ontaro.  Mr.
Homuth was employed by Hunt & Eliott, as woolen
manufacturer tifl they were burnt out and then by Elott,
Hunt & Stephen as flax manufacturer. The following
are the letters referred to: '

It has taken e a lung time to answer your letter of the
ath, re Flax Industry, 1 put the tnquiry into the hands o an
old Preston employee of the late Andrew Eliote & Co., and you
will sce what he has wrtten, and which no doubt 15 correct.
I have added a httle wtormation wlich may be ot nterest
“When I was a very young lad in the carly 30's 105 years agos,
I remember scemnyg these old Dutei men and women clad
their home spuns, dyed with butternut and Iuckory bark, a goosd
lating colur. Thetr clothes were made by themselves and from
an artistic puint of view would hardly pass muster with our
people to-day.” Yours very truly,

A, WaRNOCK.
Preston, March 21st, 1898,

The formation of the company for the manufacture of linen
goods mn Preston, Ont., took place m the year 1804, The prin
apal promoters were Messrs, Andrew Flliott, James Huat and
Calvan Clathn, ot Preston, and  George  Stephen, of Montreal
They began operations m the fall of the same ycar aiter the
il was rebuilt, after the wonlen mull had been destroyed by
fire on January 18th 1864 The mill was i aperation three and
a hali years. The madnnay  was purchased n the United
States and Eungland.  Aner the mll closcd the madunery was
sold. when it was i fiest ass runming order at less than hah
ity cost price” Most of the hinen machinery was sold o par
ties from the Uwmited States  The hnseed ol machinery was



