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Wide Awake for April is before us. It would be a sad heart Canadian asbestus deposit was opened and the output for that yearindeed that could not enjoy this delightfnl magazine at any time, did not exceed fifty tons. In 1888, however, fine mines were iabut the current number opens with such a happy burst of Easter operation, and their total production was 4,404 tons, valued atthebeauty and hope, and such a characteristic frontispiece wherein mines at $255,000. The only other great source of supply is Italy,youth and innocence go hand in lband ioaded withfleur-de-lis offer- and Canadian asbestus is now being shipped even to that country«ings, ail suggestive of the life that is just now being expanded by The United States, however, is our chief market, over three-fourthsnature into beautiful flowers, and of the other life that we ail hope of the output of 1888 having been sent thither. Preparationsarwill be ours in the sweet by-and-bye, as to make glad hearts of the now being made by an English company which controls the Itaienmost care-worn. As is always the case, Wide Awiake is flled to the mines for the extension of operations in the Canadian field, andbrim and overflows with good things, each of which is as good and there is no reason why this shouid not become one of our nOStfragrant and entertaining as any other. There is no choice or pre- important industries.
ference where each possesses the acme of excellence. All Canadian The term "asbestus" properly denotes a peculiar form assdnleôchildren should subscribe to this excellent magazine. It is published by several minerais rather than any particular species. The
monthly by the D. Lot'rop Company, Boston, Mass., at $240 a mineralogist, however, originally applied it to the finer sorts Oyear. fibrous horn-blende, and it has now come to denote fibrous serPen'THE Bradstreet Company, whose headquarters are at 279 Broad- tine, which is the asbestus of commerce. This mineral occurs inway, New York, have sent us a brochure which they cail " A fibers so fine and flexible that they May be woven into a fabric likeRecord-not a Prospectus" of their business since their incorpora- cotton and flax, and this fabric is capable of resisting a very hightion fourteen years ago ; the book having reference to the company's temperature, some varieties being infusible even at 5,000 degreesmethods of reporting the credits of firms, individuals and corpora- Fahrenheit. Its chief components are silica and magnesia, and, astions engaged in mercantile or industrial pursuits. The labors has already been said, it is chiefly found in Italy and Canadainvolved in this undertaking extend over 3,800,000 square miles, though extensive deposits have recently been discovered in AOS'and among more than 70,000,000 people. The task of gathering tralia. Serpentine occupies large areas in Canada in the Laurelnta
the information is performed by several thousand employes, aided formation, which extends from the coast of Labrador westwardby more than 10,000 correspondents ; and an evidence of the pains- beyond the Great Lakes, and in the Quebec group, which lietaking nature of the company's efforts is shown in the fact developed between the St. Lawrence and the United States boundary. Ithat approximately there exists about one strictly commercial mer- the serpentine of both of these formations asbestus occurs, but itcantile or industrial establishment in the Jnited States and Canada is only in that of the Quebec group that productive miing hoc s
to each seventy inhabitants. This company have agencies in all the yet been carried on. Throughout a belt of this rock, xtendingprincipal cities of the United States and Canada, and also in Great with frequent breaks from the Vermont boundary to soniexdistanceBritain, Australia, Germany, Austria, Hungary and France. beyond the Chaudiere river, which enters the St. Lawrence nearTHE publishers of the Victoria Colonist, Victoria, B C., have in Quebec, asbestus appears to exist, tut mining operations have oPpreparation a series of cuts of the publie, business and residential to the present been confined to a small area on the line of thebuildings of that city , of scenery in an about Victoria and Esqui- Quebec Central Railway about midway between Sherbrooke anld
malt, inear there, and numerous maps showing the extent of Quebec. The country bere is very rugged, the serpentine rising
Victoria and its geographical and commercial position and advan- into bold peaks and ridges. The asbestus is formed in irregtilartages. These are intended for the illustration of a mammoth veins varying from mere threads to four, six and sometimes Ilorespecial nuamber of the Colomist soon to be issued. The letter-press inches im width The rock is blasted out and the mineral separated
will consist of well written descriptive and statistical articles relat- 1 from it by hanmering, a primitive process which occasions greating to Victorias business, progress and prospects, together with all waste, especially in the case of the lower grades, which do lot
other matters tending to show to the outside world its importance readily separate from the rock. Where the veins are very thin'and commanding position from a commercial standpoint, and also moreover, it does not pay to endeavor to separate them by theits many scemic beauties and its desirability as a place of residence method at present in use. The finest quality of asbestus sells aand resort. The edition will be between forty and fifty thousand from $80 to $110 a ton, and the third or lowest at from $13 to$1copies, which will have a world-wide circulation. It will be the In good mines the yield is from three to five per cent. of theinest number ever issued i the Province, and will prove of great rock quarried and the cost of nining is from $25 to $30 a ton The
benefit to the city and Province in making it known to capitalists value of asbestus has been recognized by man since the times whenand immigrants. the ancient Greeks used it as a wrapping for the bodies that theY

THERE is no more beautiful literary visitor to our editorial table burned on the funeral pyre, and probably fromn a still earlier date
than The Illuestrated American. This is a new venture in the field but it is only within very recent years that the mineral basof pictorial journalisnm, and the specimens now before us indicate utihzed m the imustrial arts. The sphere of its usefulness hio'that its publication is upon a high plane by which it is made the ever, is now being rapidly widened anid before nany years
peet- and equal of any sinilar publication in America or Europe, demand for it will without doubt have very greatly increasedand this is sayimg much. And while it is the equal of any it is far the present time its most important use is in connection with the
ahead of many illustrated periodicals, however pretentious they stoea n and ailiet

steam engine anti bolier, its non-comiducting power and abilitY

may be. The illustrations are the chronicling of contomporary resist high temperatures rendering it mnost valuable as a packing.forhistory, referring to events, not only of American history but pistons, hot-air joints, cylinder-heads, etc., for which purposes 1t
havmug reference to things, places and persons of importance in all spun into yarn or rope or made into mill-board. It is also n1fl'
parts of the world. In the production of tiis beautiful magazine used in the forn of felt as a covering for steampipes and wood-worknt oxpeso is spared. The artiutic work :lisplayed in the illustra- that is exposed to heat. In Europe many theatre drop-curtain5 are
tio's is of the highrest order of rit ;the literary mnatter of the made of it, and in Paris the members of the tire brigade haemost entert tiuuitg character ; the paper is the best and finest made recently been supplied with suits of asbestus cloth.andi the presswork unsurpassable; an attractive feature being a admirable salvage blankets and gloves for stokers and furnace-neP0colored supplemnt in every number, these alune being worth the and it is announced that mail-bags will soon be made from it.nis also used for the manufacture of imdestructible writing and pri-çe 12nring 

paper and of fire-proof paints and wall-papers. It is p)Published by the Illustrated Amnerican Publishing Company, Bible against the action of most chemicals, and in this respect is of Cre
Ifunse, New York City. Price $10 a year, and twenty-hive cents service to the scientist and to the manufacturer as well. 1anyper copy. other uses to which it is put night also be m mentionmed.

It will be seen, therefore, that mani has begun to realize the va
of this singular product of the earth, which seenis to possess certatî

CA NADIAN ASBESTUS. of the qualities of the vegetable as well as that of the mineral kingdo'THE February issue of the Polr e M th coutaisanto which it belongs. That he will continue ti adapt it to bis P rTEeigapry Preof.J. ona l o imthyontains an poses is beyond question, and it is safe to. say that it will not bonteresaing paler by Pi f. J. T. Donald, of Bishop's Coliege, on long before it becomes a most important article of commerce.Canadia dAsbestusb": its Occurrence and Uses." Many Cana- 1 gratifyimg to learn, therefore, in) connection with the fact that thedis will doubtless b surprisedh,-ona tc u that in the production of the Canadian supply of the mineral is almost inexhaustible, that ithastramngeimcieral to which, n acctnt of its fire-resisting properties, been conclusively proved that mnining for asbestus, when proPerlcou n possesses anainustry which ess "or ceaseless," this conducted, shows a more steady returi for the money investcountry possesses aich mdistey wli lias already assumed large withl ess elements of risk, than mining for any other known nili8proportions, ad wich promises to beone e-e long oe of grea irai." Here is evidently an opporunity for Canadian capitaliO'importance to it. ut was only so recenthy as 1878 that the firat which tbey should nui lt ci p.-Toromîto Mail.


