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total asscts at Close of last yeair leilig $9.581,oSo, att
incertase in the last two ycars Of 1,496,350O., The Mati
ager for Caiiada, Mr. Lanising Lewis, is a thorougiîiy
capable, cotîrtcous atîd iii ail respects an excellent rcpre-
seutative of titis substantiai Comnpany, whiciî, thougi
nlot otie of Ille largest ire offices, yet, tak:gisratio of
assets to iiabiliies, is one of the iînost solid iu lte
worl<l.

THE LAT£ B. B. HARPER.
Mr. Hlarper wvas borti iear I)over, Delaware, U.S.A.,

oit tue i4tii of Septeniber, 1$42. Ife died it Ncwv
York City oi1 the 2ttd day of juIy, 1895. whien
abolit two toltits iess thita fifty.îhree yearsof age.
Froiti a flirni and counitry store, orpiaîîcd aitfour, lie
rose by iîîdustry an<l frîtgaiîy,' educati:tg hiintself.
Afttr soute yenrs iii the batikiîîg business iii liladei.
pitia, l>a., lie setticd iu NCW York City iu the lifé in-
suratîce business, of witici lit mîade a succcss.

Ilit S, wlie tue itidustriai iîtsuralice sciine was
first betisîg iuîrodîiced ilîto the United States froin Eng-
lanid. Mr. Harper entcred int a partuership with Geo.
W. Sutitt, as Stiith & Hlarper, w~hicli firmi itiadea uietro-
poiîaî coîitract Io conîserve lthe iiiterests of the Johnt
liaîîcock .iftcs J)rtdentiai <ieparîtnent. This patiner-
siiî was of short dratioîi, Mr. Harper seliiîg oui lus
iîiterest to a certain degree to 'Mr. Smuitht, whio cou-
titîxted witi te Hiaîtcock.

'%r. Hlarper fortltwith started a itutuai buîildinig cor-
porationi ini NXcw York City, opeîting fille offices on
Upper Biroadway. W~hiie ptisliiîig thai i<Ica he moved
lis ttaqtaîr -14 î. roadway, a:td it %as titere the
'%intial Rescrve Fund Lifé Associationi found him
ouitaiid al'prop)riaîiedlIini. h tvas titaitiiîfaiît, with
parents wlio con id îlot contrai il. Mr. Harper becante
is presidetit iii the fali of îSSî, aîtd history records tlia
lie ntanaged it witb consîtîtniate abiiiy. In a little
over tweive vears lit iîtade a great finaxîcial success
of it ii the face of ainost constant, and ai tinues appar-
ciitiy organized, oppoxsitioni.

.Mr. Hlarper w~as very active outside lte Mutual
Resvrvc as weil as iii it. l1c.was a tlîirty-sccoîid diegrce
Masoît; Mi>st Master of Crescent I.odge, whichi pcs-
itionî lit: lieid for severai vears; was at o11e tinte Grand
Stewar~d of lthe Grand Lodge of XeýZw York; aîîd was

lridiiof tic llroad of Trustees of the 'Masouic
Hall and Asylîn situated ai Utica.. NX". lie was a
iruse ofitbe Civary Baptisi citurcît of New York, aîtd
oftiî clîairinaî of imîportantî comnittecs in that cîturcli.
1During tue recent cainpaign lie was Trcasurcr of tîte
Rcpîtblicaîî State Coriiîîîîiuec, and ltad been also deepiy
interestedl for sut 1111e iît Natiozia-l politics. lit was
a îîîeuîuer,-aîîid was for a long tintie treasurer, of the
Lotos Club, anîd belosiged to teý Arkwriglt. the Patria,
the Churcli, the -Maîiaîtnnuierous Republican
and other clubs. Several Republican organizatiotîs
arc nauîciid afuer Iilmi.

Mr. Hairper id benaiing. but wotild niot give-up,
for sorte tune. I.asî N'oveinlber, lto)wever, lie was cont-
pelied toy:idl],.iid silice ilic wvas but seldom at bis
office, and iever for active business. lIe <lied sortie-
wlit suiddeinlv ai lits htoutle ii llte Dak~ota flais, New
Y'ork, witlt lus wite anid a broter bes-ide ii, oit tue
day rneîîtiouted.

Tie nbove, Ilte briefi, uîîiderstanidablecoîtdecnsaîioîî
poisible of his. carecr. wiii ai Otnce füritist Illte tiitling
mmdiii wiflu all-,stifliiciitî rceasonis for tflic.eariv denise of
E . IL HaTper. It îs utot reîîîaýrlable tai 'tic (lied so
soon * il is mioc tit rcinarkabie tai lie lived so long,
anîd tai iis gril) iîpoit butsiness wvas oîîiy looseîîed ni

s0 conuparatively a brief period before !lis passiun
Whatever leclîtîlcal or otiter naine the doctors or hts
iriends may label his pitysical alments wiiiî, the com-
nion-seuse. all*pcrvading, inidisputable faci remains,
t1uai lie offéred up lus life 10 ambition and business.
as inatiy a brigbî aîîd able mai lias done before him,atîd despite ail exanîple will cohinue to do after bim.
Mr. Harper persiste:îtly burued the candle of life ai
botlu ends, aîîd it bias gotie oui twetiy-five or thirty
years before il shotîld have begun to even flicker a-bit.

Mr. Harper's features are famtiliar tote public, but
expressive-as soute of the good pictures of hlm have
been, ntoue ofiiîemn verify te mian as lie was lu action
to ltose wiîo k:îew ii. And hie was aiway-s in action
wheît awake, steaii aitogetiter too nîany houïs from
Morpiteus for Mars. lie was shtort, thick set, some-
wbat flond, and constautiy aleri. lu build and general
denîcanor lie reininded tnany of Henry J. Raymsond,
Ilthelittlc glant " of the Nez. Yark 7Ymnes. Mr. Harper
was frequetitly spoken of by thai appellation amoîîg the
employees of the Mutual Reserve. He was uiaiurally
possessedl of a rugged constitution and a splendid
franie, but no constitution couid stand thie strain put
upon bis by hiniseif.

Front lte day Mr. Harper took ltold of the fortunes
of lie.NMutual Reserve lu t881 until close uipon lte
day bie last sat before bis desk in i894, lie was surround-
ed by turili d strife. He was naturaîiy aggressive,
aîîd fisîdiing ito acute cause for argumuent -%ould gener-
aily imagine one axîd start iii. He, however, found
ample rcaiiy for bis conibalîveîtess in te building up
of lthe Mutual Reserve, for froîn lthe vcry first lhe
was assailed flot only fairly iii a business way, but
fouliy utîder the bell personaliy. Steplhen Engiisb, ini
his Insurance linies, avowed lie would squelch Mr.
Harper aud tlie Mîttual Reserve, .whicb lue uîidcrtook
to do lu lus characteristic way. Ife died durlng the
aîtcîîîpt, wilb a big libel suit hanging over-hlm start-
cd ai the instance of Mr. Hlarper.

To recourit the Ilfights "lun wbicii Mr. Harper had
a bîaud, generally as leader, and away ahead of the
color Elle, would require a. greal deal of space. To
follow~ lte daily progressive sleps by which the
MNutuai Reserve Fund-reacited ils prescrit stalus would
be to describe a daiiy lisi of obstacles surinounled,
dug utider, overturned or puivcrized-for tbis mani
never wenît around axîything. Aiways lit il. This
conîstant l 1k of balîle wvas lu lte end a baille for life,
for he coitstantly -leard the cry of Jeremnial: "Peace,
peace; wlien itere is no peace."t

-As -au adnîiiisirator of affairs, as to tlue nxetbods by
wlîici hie overcame, M.Nr. 1-larper was as personaliy
ix.eculiar.and ai lttnes as seemisîgiv non-undersiaudable
as bis -ways and<i tans. Not au associate officiai or
empioyee wiuo secs this wiil fail 10 quile understand
jusi wliai is uxeatît. Eacb day wvas a day unto itseif
as to itis nood and disposition ; and Ibis fitfulness
grew upon Min wiib bis ycars,-zîtiurally cuougbi, t0e.
But along with ail titis, '.%r. Harper, fi is believed,
nîcît to lie just, aithouglu ai tintes lis decisiom
scenied far otltcrwise. Wlien couvinced lue wvas wrong,
lit woxtld put oui luis itaud aud rcîify ai onîce. But
il ut be said hetvas-itot at ail easy te conv'ince.

lle was a nt reutarkabt, susceptible, to compliment,
and tuaiy a otte lias clinîbed up the steps of flaitery te
lte plante of Itis favor; whiie, pcr contra, mauy a one
whio faltcred ai the lower sicp, or faiicd te reach it,
bas goîte iîcarer and îîearer la the door, tîntil he fiualiy
wett dowu aud eut. Mr. Harper had a deai la bc
honesily proud of. but lie wvas -worked " (often Ilfor
revenue Oiîiy'j), by tbose wito knew titis, -clear beyond
lte lintit. Cotîspicuous anîong the mten wlto faiied lucre-
lin, and passed the portals outwardiy to siay, îuay be
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