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Notes and Comménts.

Ox Saturdays, since the first of May until
a week or two ago, Mr. Dearness, J. P S,
East Middlesex, has been giving the teachers
a coursc of lessons on botany--chitfly on
the morphology and classification of plants.
‘The pontls of Westminster and the broken
and varied banks of the Thames make the
neighbourhond of London an excellent bot-
anizing ground. The class make good use
of its opportunities, and during the scason
examined typical specimens of the greater
number of the phanerogamous orders given
in Spotton's text-book.

Ture salaries of the teachers in Ircland,
although falling considerably below the cor-
responding amounts in England and Scot-
land, can hardly be called bad, and they are
evidently rising. The average for principal
masters is about £80 a year for all classes
(against £131 England and £i55 Scotland),
for principal mistresses under £67 (£79
England, £75 Scotland) assistant masters
under £49 (£121 England, {135 Scotland),
and assistant mistresses £39 (£74 England
and £65 Scotland). But thereis a regular
pension fund in Ireland, with which the vast
majority of the teachers are connected.

THE religious question in Ireland is met
by the use of two kinds of schools-—mixed
(where there are Roman Catholics and Pro-
testants together) and unmixed (where there
are Roman Catholics alone or Protestants
alone, as the case may be). There are 2,755
mixed schools (where Roman Catholics num-
ber g4 per cent, of alt the scholars) taught
exclusively by Roman Catholic teachers,
1,240 mixed schools {where Protestants num-
ber about S6 per cent, of all) taught only by
Pootestant teachers, and 75 schools (with
absut an equal proportion of both denomi-
nations) taught by Roman Catholics and
Protestants conjointiy. Besides these, there
are 3,529 unmixed schools, 3,072 for Roman
Catholics under Roman Catholic teachers
and 7357 for Protestants under Protestant
teachers. The figures are taken from the
recently published report of the Commis-
sioners of Nationa! Education in Ireland.

Tue Committee on Christian Education
has repornted to the Convention of the Pro-
testant Episcopal Church of the United
States, suggestions in the line of their func.
tions. It declares that there is no system
of education complete which ignores the
sources of the Christian faith and the obliga.
tions of Chrnistian morality. It was the
Church’s duty not to create education, but to
Christianize it, not to lavish bencvolences
on institutions where its own principles were
rejected.  To lift up the Church institutions
there must be endowments, vutspoken inter.
est, and, thirdly, a practical method of pro-

moting the cause might be the assembly of
the heads of the Church schools and ¢ leges
into an association for mutual council on
questions of instruction, disciplne and wor-
ship, and so mave towards the final erection
of a great Church universiy worthy of the
property and intelligence of the Chuch.
And the committee accordingly recommend-

education in this house, with power to fill
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vacancies, be continued until the next ses-

sion; to devise means to direct public
attention to our schools and colleges, and to
invite all cducators in charge of schools to

meet together at an assigned and practical :

place, to consuit together for the further
aunce of Christian cducation. The 1eport
was unaasimously adopted.

PRESIDENT GULMAN, 1n a recent address,

spaaking of the influences of the University,
said :—The history of European universities
is yet to be written by one who has the
requisite viston, and who can estimate with
an accurate judgment the various forces by

which they have been moulded, and the !

various services they have rendered to bu-
manity. Dut there are many histoiies of
famous foundations, many biographics of
illustrious teachers, many surveys of litera-
ture, science, and education, many claboraie
schemes of arganization, and many proposals
of reform, The mind of a master is indeed
necdedtoco-ordinatewhatis thus recorded; to
be the Interpreter of the House called Beauti-
ful. But the American scholar need not wait
forsuch a comprehensive work; theAmerican
philanthropist need not delay his benefac-
tions until more experience is secured. The
centuries speak with many voices, but they
are all harmonious. Trom the revival of
letters untit now, from the days of Gerson,
the great Chancelior of the University of
Paris, five hundred years ago, every advarce
in civilization has been dependent upon the
influences which have proceeded f.om the
seats of learning. Their light has illumi.
nated the foremost nations of Christendom.
In days to come, more than in days that are
past, their power for good will be felt upon
the interests of mmankind.  Let us hope and
believe, let us labour and pray that the
American universides when they are fully
organized may be worthy aliies of the
strongest and best foundations—steady pro-
moters of F.nowledge, Virtue, and Fauth,

Tue following paragraph taken fiom the
Canadian Gazette of the 14th inst., is worthy
of reproduction in a prominent place :~The
tests of Colonial woods made last week at
the works of Messrs. A. Ransome & Co.,
Chelsca, cerainly did wuch to bring the
superior qualities of some of the timbers of
Canada before the notice of those in Eyg-
land interested in their employment. Among
the Canadian spccimens submitted to this
practical test wcre the Douglas fir and

| talking back to tius accusers.
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swamp or black ash. Mr. Ransome, in
announcing the conclusions at which the
expernnents had enabled him to arrive,
printed out the suitabiliy of these two
uisses of Canadian woods, in that they were
adaptable to building and joiners' waotk,
The swamp ash was found o be particulasly
stong, sound, tougn, and cheap.  P’rofesor

ed that the existing commatice on Christian- ; Altvoan, who subszquently spoke, paintd

out thit Enoglish merchan:s knew so few
Canadiar: timbers simply on account of their
natuzal indisposition to take a new departute
frona old habits,  The Douglas fir of Canada
was, he said, fully equal 10 the white pine
now employed, and when the supplics of the
latter wete exhausted the feemer would of
necessity take its place. The Douglas fir
pmew in vast quantities, attained a great
height, and tapered very gradually., In
their black ash, too, the Canadian  possessed
a spectes of timber which would some day
be very widely employed, for it had all the
qualitics of the now fevourite white ash, and
its supply was unlimzed.  The Douglas dir
could be supplied in England at 435 a load,
and the black ash at the same priccas clm or
white pine.  Other Canadian varicties tested
were bitteinut, whate fir, and iron-wood,
all suitable for various forns of joiners’ work.

Ti following illustration of the necessity
of vigdance n the school-raom, sent to us
by a teacher-in-training at a certain medel
school, is worthy of publication :—In a cer-
tain school-room were two classes—the one
had problems in arithmetic, while the other
was reading. The teacher noticed two boys
in the arithmetic class were doing their
work while all the others were talking and
making a generai noise.  She toid them that
all but those two must stay in at recess.
After she had gone on with the reading
class, one of thesc two boys hit the litile
fellow in front of him, and said, * You've got
to sty in.” The boy wrned partly round
and said, “Well, 1 don't care” This the
teacher saw, told the little boy to bring her
ruler, and whipped him. ‘The Loy across
the aisle, while rattling his lead pencil on
the desk broke off the point—failing to get a
kaife from any of the other boys aroudd, he
asked the littde fellow across the aisle for
his ; not having one he told the other boy
so. The teacher saw him speak again, this
time he got a similar punishinent, but with

one slap extra.  The boys near werein great
glee, and slyly taunted the little feliow, who
was usually good, for getting whipped. “U're
teacher lovked round to ste where the noise
wis ; her cyes nuturally falling on the ore
who had just bzen chasiised, she saw hm
Again he was
called up and pumished. Tne lutic fellow
was quite overcome by all this, whica had
taken place within ten minutes. The mis-
taken teacher went on with the reading,
while quietness reigned in the anthmetic
cass. [hisisacase in which the teacher
fanted in wigilance and comparative inno-
cence had to suffer.



