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I3RITISfI COLUMBIA.AS A M1ISSION
FIELD.

W~e have just reeîved a loUter frorn a
friond in Britisli Columbia, of which -%e
give the flollowing extract. The writer,

a oung( mni of' intelligence, earnestness,
and piety, is a Nova Scotian, a native of
West River. lie lias been labouring in
British Columbia for several yeirs, alter-
nately as Teaelher and Catcchist, and i5
well qualified to speak of' the moral and
religiouk -~onlition of thle people there.
The suoe«e. "ions are -%orthy of considera-
tien. l'?charity sliould begin at home,
there is ample scope for tho exercise of
it in spending at least p.t of our mis-
sionarv~ efforts on our rcd.skin brethren,
of heathleî creed and practice, althougli
under env Dominion tlivr.

-"1 think it w-ould bo Uiflictu1t to-day te
point te a more proising*field forIMis-
sion work tlîan that which British Colnm-
bia presents, by its thousands of Indians
who are' flot $et reàcecd by auiy christian
Agency, though their appe:îls for iustruc-
tien are urgent and runierous. The
Indian population of the Province 15 var-
ieusly estimated at from. thirty te sixty
thousand. It is very diflicult te arrive
at a truc estimate, but probably the former
may be the more correct one. They live
in greater nunibers on the eoast, but are
found everywhere ail over the interior.
Several of the -tribes on the eeast have
received more or less christian instruc-
tien, but the majority are yet left destitute.
The Roman Catholie, the Epigicopal, and
the Methodist Churehes. have several
mission stations ameng themi which are
very suecessful and promising, but they
are far trom beingr able te oceupy all the
greund that is anxiously amd expectantly
wziting for being supplied, and it is a
pity tbat theresbyteriau Chureh in
Canada hias not yet given any attention
te the diaims and apeals of a field se
extensive and promismng, and in cvery
respect se, destitute and needy as more
remote ones for whose benefit they have
been spending ]ives and * »eans for a

Seat number of ycars. But I believe if
e matter was properly broughry h

attention of the Churcli it would receive
due consideration. 0f course nothing
eau be expected from the ?rosbvteriau
Church in this Province, as it is inerely
ia its infancy, and lias te, be larely sup-

ported to maintain its existence. Per-
haps I should exccpt Rev. S. McGregors.
cliurch, but I rather think that even it is
not yet entirely sol: supportîng.

Mission Valley, where 1 arn now station-
cd for 21 months, is a pleasant place but
vory ]onely. It lies in Lhe Initerior, east
ofthLe Cascades, about four' hundred miles
from. Newv lVstminister. I arn teaching
sehool since 1 camne te Lhe vslley. The
nearcst sehool-house to the one hiere is
150 miles awvay, that at Nicola Valley
wlîere there is also a littie church buit
about a year age, under the care of Rcv.
G. Murray freni Roger 1-1111. He paid a
visit te this 'valley, and gave us a sermon
Lasqt suimmer, but 1 arn afràid hoe will not
repeat his visit in a hurry, for lic could
plaixqly see that the geod people ef tlîis
community do net believe niuei i going,
te hear sermons. 1 was boere over 12
nionths wviLheut hicaring a sermon, anîd if
I renmain here I Lhink very ]îkcely I shaU
net hear :inother for tho next 12 months.
'l'ils is a Frencli coîmmnity, and there
is a Cathelic Mission estab]islied hiere for
a nunîber ef ycars. The o'ood old pricst
is not very friendly towarâs the seheool,
but stili we are on pretty good ternis.
[I weîît at ficst occasionally te Mass but
1 neyer go new .] The inorality et the
cemmunity is vcry lowv indeed. The
Sabbath is thte day f'or shoppingr, drinking
arid gambling. Nýear]y ail lie settiers
haveinudian women -living with thcm,
soeme of whem. are married, and some
are not, and this is the prevaillugcustom
ail over the Province. My sehool i8
mostly made Up, of half-breeds, some of
wliom, are very bright and intelligent,
but they ail ser te incline more te the
Native than te the Luropean element. 1
have geLt aleng very well with the school
se far, and found much kindlness fremn the
people since 1 came ameng them. BuLl
would net cave te lire here very long,
aud I semetîies thiuk 1 arn here long
enougli now. I long very mucli for
Christian fellowship and privileges 30eaI1
But, if spared and, well 1 will spenâ thé
ceming wiuter here whatever I may do
in the spring. The winter here is pretty
cold but pleasaùt and entirely Iree froni
snew sterms similar to, those of Nova
Scotia. Thc sumnier season, is very
warm, and the lasL one was exeeedingly
se. Very little vain falîs, and people
have te irrigate.
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