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From thess considerations, and semn athers ¢ thase times might be, were lwaya to ba kept
of & similar nature, which I do unot think ’ hinly to Gad, It was Lkewise, wa helieve,:
necssanry o kpecify, we conclude, that the  their intertion to suzgeat by this espression,
fourth commandment ought, beyond a ques. | that #9 ollrr 2l eo1gms thaa those which
tion, to be regarded as a part of the morel i Gad bath appoiated in Lis word, ought to he
law—equally obligatory, and as pernetual in lappointe ] by men.  Bit here we mast take
it nature and design, as any other pracent of | dietinetly ir1o view, the difference hetween
the decalogue. « sel times and oecasimel seasons, for the spa-

We are aware that those who represent the t cinl worebip and rervice of our Maker. It
Jewish Sabbath av & ceremonin! iustitution, s is plain fr.m the New ‘Testament, that there
endeavor to support their hypothesis by what | ave oceusi»ns on which it is the duty of Carise
the apostle says, Coloss. it. 16, 17. "¢ Lot | tians to ohserve, occasionally, special seasony
no man, therefore, judge you in meat, or in! for fasting and prayer, and other seasons of
‘drink, or in respect of a holy day, or of the ! the same kind, fur thanksgiving to God. In-
new moon, or of the Sabbath days; which’dividua]s, families, churches, and nationa,
are a_shadow of things to come; but the ! may and ought, when the providence of Gid
body is of Christ.” But when we consider ‘ manifestly calls to the duty of fusting and
that the writer of these words was in the | prayer, or to thet of special thanksaiving for
practice of observing a particular day of the | mercies receivel, to set apart seasons for
week, for special religious exercises, as is ' these purposes s:verally, and to observe them
apparent froin his epistles, as well as from ! devoutly. But none of these caght 1o be
the Acts of the Apostles, we cannot believe | set seaszons ; because none sucli are appointed
that he meant to condemn this practice. Ile | by Christ, the sole lawgiver of his church;
would, by so doing, have condemnzd himself. | and because set scasons, of this description,
By the Sabbath days, which are a skadow of | may interfere with the plain indications of
things to come, he plainly means the Jewish | divine providence, at the time of their vecur-
festivals, in which holy convocations werc]rence—mny call men to 1ejuice, when they
held ; and which are often in the Qld Testa- ! ought to mourn, and to fast uwd lament, when
ment denominated Sabbaths, Indeed, it‘ they ought to rejoice and give thanks. Nor
seems evident at once, by the enumeration in{ is the observance of these vceasional seasons
this passsge of rites confesssdly ceremonial, ( for special devotion obligatory on others,
that the apostle is speaking exclusively of! than those by whomw they are set avart, One

them. And accordingly this prohibition is ,
directed to Sabbath days, in the pluval num-
ber, and not to the weekly Sabbath, \vhich,
would have been mentioned in the singular,
if that had been his object. ,
On the whole, my yonrg friends, the evi-
dence that the command we are considering
is moral in its very nature, and of perpetual
obligation, appears to be clear and con-
clusive ; and if »o, it establishes, as an un-
ehanging law of God, the sawing apart of one
whole day in saven,as a hoip Sabbath o
himself ; or in other words, that immediately
after the lapse of six days of secular time,
one day is aiways to be kept holy, by appro-
priating it exclusively to tiie serviee and wor-
ship of God. Which particular day of the
sevea ought (o be thus regarded, under the
Christian dispenwstion, is made the subject
of a subsequent answer of our Catechiam.
In the mean time, as the answer before us
apeaks of ‘ such set times,” in the plural
number, as ¢ God hath appointed in his
word,” let us consider what we are to under-
stand by this part of the auswer. It is plain
that the anthora of our Catechism meast to
intimate, that as the command was ficst deli-
vered to the Jews, they were bound, while
their aucient dispensation continued, to pay
& sacred regard to the numerous specifi-d
seqsons, which in the Mosiac ritual, were ap- !
propristed to the immediate worship of Jehn- '
vah. They doubtisss also intended to inti-
mate, that all the times on which the day of
sacred cest shoyld return, however numerous

incividual Christian, or one commaunity, may,
at a certin time, find them proper, when
withh another they may, atihat time, be highly
impraper. In this, these occasional seasonk
differ from the Sabbath, which is at all times
obligatory on all Christians, after the lapse
of six secular days. In a woid, the only set
time which God has required to be kept holy,
i3 the Sabbath; and to appoiut other set
times, is an impeachment of the Divine wis-
dom, as implying a defect iy his prescrip-
tions; and it 1s also to coutravene the indicas
tions of his holy provideace, hy calling men
to act differently at certain times, from what
that providence intimates to be their preseat
duty.

It follows from wiat has just been stated.
that those churches that appoint fasts and
festivals, to ba observed regularly,or at set
times, need, in this particulas, to b2 reformed.
In the Roman Catholic chureb, tze number
of saiats’ days, and of seasons of religious
solemuity and observance, is so great as to
wrench, very waterially, oa the time which
ought to be devot21 to secular employmenis,
It should never be forg tten, that the com-
mand we consii-r, as really and explicitly
requires that six days shonld be spent in
labor—that all our work of a worldly kind
may be industriously and faithfolly done—
as that on ¢ je seventh we ghould do no work,
but devote the whle time to ths immediate
service of Gol. But the corrupt Romish
churehi  compietely contravenes this whole
order. It first takes away a part of the secus -



