
IN NOVA C'OTIA AND THE ADJOINWN PIROVINCES.

From lhese conisideration, anti acme others , tla times might be, wvert Ihvr to le kept
of a timilar nature, irhich I do not think h jIrly to Gnd. It was lkewise,wt believe,
necessar'y tu pecify, we cor.cludp, th-it thw thitîr inteet to su;:gret h thi txpreion,
fourth commandment onght, be.yond a qe-. tlat i.> olter ed el. me ,ui thia thoset which
tion, to bc 'regarded as a part of h hor ni i GoId lrirh uppuil a'd il /.ii ' nord, ought toI be
hiw-equally obligatory, and as petue•nal in I appointe I by mien. Ili t lern wve must, take
its nature and design,as any othter precept of 1 dirtinctly iiti vie'w, Ih.» difference betwoeu
the decalogue. • sel lnie ant occasi,?at.l reacona, for th sipie.

Wfe are aware that thise whlo reet he ic in worthip anid service of onr Maler. It
Jewish Sàhhatlh au a ceremîoni.I inistitntion, is pl.ii fr. mtc the N Testament, tlhatt there
endeavdr to support their hypothesi k- what are occasti )is t.n1 vich it is the dtv of Caris-
the apostle says, Coloss. ii. 10, 17. " Let I tiins to observe, oceasionalli, special seasons
no man, therefore, judge you in Ieat, or in I for fasting and prayer, and other seasons of
drink, or in respect of a holy day, or of thé- the saine kind, fur thanksgiving to God. lu-
new moon, or of the Sabbath days ; which dividuals, famiilies, churches, and nations,
are a shadow of.thiings to come; but the may and ought, when the providence of G dI
body is of Christ." But when we consider nmanifestly calls to the duty of fasting and
that the writer of these words was in the prayer, or to thrt of Qpecial thaaksgivng for
practice of observing a particular day of the imercies receivcl, to set apart seasons for
week, for speciai religious exercises, as is these purposes s verally, and to observe them
apparent frain his epistles, as well as fromi devoutly. But none of these oaght. t» ba
the Acte of the Apostles, we cannot believe set seasons ; because noue such are appointed
that he nieant to condemn this praclice. iIe by Christ, the soie liawgiv'er of his church;
would, hy so doing. have condemnzd himself. I and because set seasons, of th;s d--scription,
By the Sabbath days, which are a skadow of may interfere with the plain indications of
things to cone, he plainly means the Jewish divine providence, at the time of their occur-
festivals, in vhich holy convocations were rence-mîay call ien ta i'jsice, wl.en they
held ; and which are often in the Old Testa- ought ta mourn, ani ta fast z.di lainent, when
ment denominated Sabbaths. Indeed, it they ought to rejrice and giro thanks. Nor
seems evident at once, by the enumeration in is the ob<rvatce of these occasionial seasons
thiis passage of rites confess.dly ceremonial, j for spécial devotion obligatory on others,
that the apostle is speaking exclusively of tihan those hy whom they are set uanrt. One
them. And accordingly this prohibition is individual Christian, or tone commtntity, may,
directed to Sabbath days, in the plural num- ut a certain time, find thema propler, when
ber, and not to the weekly Sabbath, which Iwith another they niay, ut ihat time, he highly
would have been mentioned in the singular, I improper. Il this, these occasional st-asont
if that bad been bis object. ' differ from the Sabbîh, whici is at ail times

On the whole, my young friends, the evi- obligatory on ail Christians, after the lapse
dence that the command ve are considering 1 of six secular days. Il a word, the only set
is moral in its very nature, and of perpetual time which God hai recl-ired toi he kept boly,
obligation, appears to be clezr and con- is the Sabbath; and ta appoint other set
clusi4e; and if so, it establishea, as an un- timtes, is an impeachment o! the Di)vilte wim-
éhanging law ot God, the seating apart of one dom, as itmplyin a d'fect i i his prescripi-
whole day in sieen, as a ho; Sabbath ta tions; and it is also ta contravene the indica-
himself; or in other words, that immediately lions of his holy providenice, hy calling men
after the lapse of six days of secular tine, ta act differently at certain times, from what
one day is always ta be kept holy, Sy appro- that providence intirmates to be thir present
priating it exclusively to the service and war- duty.
ship of Gad. Which particular day of the It fallows froni what hen just hee stated.
seven ought ,o be thus regarded, uider the that those churches that appoint fasts ani
Christian dispenaetion, is made the subject festivals, to be observed regularly. or at se t
of a subsequent answer of our Catechiqan. limes, npced, in ibis particnl:t, to b re'orned.

In the mean time, as the answer before ns In the Itomnu Catholic church, tne iitinber
speaks of " such set times," in the plural of saints' days, and iof seasonus of religiou--
number, as "God bath appointed in his solem'iity and observance, is so great as to
word," let us consider wiat we are to unilei- trench, very itrateritlly, Q.i the titme wiich
stand by this part of the answer. It is pliain i ought to be devotc 1 to secular emnploy:nt.t s.
that the aithoras of our Catechism, mteanit ta It should never be forg ,tæin, that the com-
intilnaie, that n the command was ficst deli- ' mand we consil"r, as rr.1llr aid explicitir
vered ta the Jews, they were bounid, while req'ires that six d.ys abouli be spent in
tieir ancient, dispensation continued, ta pay labor-that ail our wark of a woridly kind
a sacred regard ta the numerous specfi.d may be industri.ously and faithfully done-
seson., which in the Mosiac rittal, were ap-t as that on : se seve;àtii we should do noi work,
propriated to the immediate worsihip of Jehi- i but devote the v0h tle timîe ta the imnmediat*
vah. They loubtitse also intended ta inti- service of GaI. But the corrupt Ronisl
mate. that ail the times on which the day of church conpetely contravenes Ibis whole
sacred rest sbould return, however numerous . order. It first takes away a part of the secý


