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.ALABAMA QUESTION.-PPOPSIONAL ETHICS, &C.

If the clai-n to navigate the canal-, of
Canada be admitted, on the saine principle
the Erie and the XVitehali capals should
also be tbrown open to Canadian vessels.

But the iinpossibility, which may be urged
so far as the Cedars, Cascades and Lachine
Rapids are concerned, of the United States
making canais on their own territory by
which. those rapids may be avoided, cannot
be pleaded in faveur of the claini to the navi-
gation of the Cornwall and Welland Canais.
The south banks of the St. Lawrence and the
Niagara beiouging to the United States, canais
naight b e buit thereon, affording to American
citizens the saine facilities now preseuted by
the Cornwall and Welland Canais to British
subjects. If then canais are not in existence
on those banks, the United States cannot
turm Choir want of enterprise to advantage by
claimiug a portion of the henefits secured to
British subjects hy the enterprise and ex-
penditure of the Canadian government, and
insist upon a right to navigate the Welland
and Cornwall Canais.

A great deai of ridicule was wasted upon
the Presidenit's desire, as it was said, to navi-
gate the Falls of Niagara, but i t is perfectiy
clear Chat the dlaim advanced was miereiy to
the navigation of the St. Lawrence between
St. Regis and the sea.

The Preýsident endeavours to fortify bis
position by referring to the treaties regulating
the navigation of the IRhine, Danube, and
other rivers in Europe and America. Snch
treaties, he pretends, show the jndgment of
jurists and statesmen on the suhject; so fur
as regards the expediency of throwing- open
the rivers in question to navigation ho is cor-
rect in bis pretensions, but with regard to the
rights of other natiôns to navigate a river or
part of a river, exciusively the property of onle
State, ho iv; wrong. Pîrinciples of interna-
tional law are not created by treatios. That
iaw in its entirety was in existence ere mon
had handed into tribes ; it bas ever been and
shall ever ho immutable. Man Sees but dimiy
in this world and bas discovered but few of
its principies, whereof still fewer are uni-
versally admitted, but as weii deny Chat the
iaws of gravitation had existence before New-
ton, as nifirin Chat God, ere nations wore
kuown, had nlot framed a perfect code of laws
for thoîr governuiient.

But the treaties referred to have really no
bearing on the pretensions advanced: lst.
because none of thein appiy to a river similar
iu its nature to the St. Lawrence; 2nd. be-
cause they ail appiy to rivors, only from the
points where they first become navigable to
the sea. -La Revue Critique.

An opinion givon hy law officers of the
Crown at the requost 'of Mr. Canning neariy
flfty years ago, concerning the question of the
liability of the British Guvermtent for dam-
ages i'n cases analogous to that of the Ala-
lemua, is interesting in conuection with tihe

Washington Treaty. It runs thus :-" Th-e
strongest suspicion Chat a vessel building in a
port of this country or about to proceed to
sea, is destined tu ho nrmd eiseîvhere, and to
becomne a vessel of war in the service of a
beligerent--the strongest suspicion that a
particular cargo of ares, sailing froin. a po'rt
of this country, is destined for the ptirpose or
arming that very vessel in a foreign pnrt,
would not justify the Goverument oither in
detaining the ves-,ei or in seizing the ar'us,
the vessoi berseif saiing unarmed, and the
cargo of amyi heing enteredat the custoin-
bouse as niierchandise. The lawr applies only
to what can be proved, and the attempt to
execute it without proof wouid expose the
officers of Goverumient to heavy pccuniary
dama,,es.-(Signecl), CHa. RoBiNsoN, D. C. L.,
King's Advocate; J. S. CoPLEY, Attonuyj-
General ; CHARLES WETHERELL, Solicitor-
General"-Law Times.

PROESSbONAL ETruscs.-The foilowiug- is
now saolnd, that it may ho given to soine few
perhaps as-new, and it is quite gond onoughl
tu ho rend a second tinio. A coutempnrary, iu
re-puhiishing it, calls it "'Legai. Ethies in one
easy Lesson: "

I askod hlm wbether, as a moralist, lie did not
think that the practiceofe the lan' lu veie degrue
hurt the nice feeling of heuesty.

Johnson : Why neo, sir, if yen act properiy
you are net to deceive your clients with false
representatiens of yoer opinion; you are not to
tell lies te a jndge.

B. vîweIZ: But wh-ît do yen think ef supporting
a cause wbicb yen kuon' te ho bad ?

Johinson: Sir, you do net kun'w it te lis god
or bad tilI thc judge determines it. I have said
that you are te state facts firirly, se that your
Chinking, or what you cvii knowing, a cause Ù)
ho bad, must ho frein roasening, muet bie frein
yenir suppesiug yonr arguents te bie weak anu
incenelu8ive. But, sir, that is net enough. An
argument which does net ceuvince yourself may
cenvince the judge te whom yon urge it, and if
it does convînco lim, -wby, bleu, sir, yon are
wrong and ho is right. It is bis business to
judge, and yen are net te be confident lu yeur
ewn opinion that a cause is b'sd, but te say alt
yen can fer your client, and thon hear the
judge's opinion.

Boswelt: But, sir, does net affecting a warrnth
when yeu bave no warmîh, and appe îriug te ho
clearly of oe opinion wben yen are iu reality
of nther opinion, does nt snobi dissimulation
impair one's henesty ? [s ti-ere net veine dan-
ger Chat a awyer may put on the saie mask lu
cemmen life in the intercourse with his friends ?

Johnsonn: Why ne, sir, overy body knews you
are pvid for affecting warinth for ynur client,
and it is, thereforo, proporly ne dissimulation;
the moment yen coi-e frein the bar yen rosuine
your asuai behavieur. Sir, a, inan wit? ne more
carry the artifice efthCe bar inte the cemuion
intorceerso of Society tlan a inan nueo is p%îin
fer tumbling upotn lis bauds wili continue to
tumblo upen his bauds wheu lie shotild walie on
bis fe-B wJsLife of Jolieeee.
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