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THE REvisFD STÂTUTES 0F ONTARIO.

to the Acts relating to Real Property.
In those Acts little innovation in any
respect was attei-pted, and amongst
other things loft unaltered was the pro-
mliscuous use of the auxiliary Il shall."
Its appropriate uise to express an author-
itative command, is familiar to us in the
IlThou shait lot " of the Mosaic deca-
logue. The Consolidators of 1877 have,
and rightly as we think, extended this
change of language to the Real Property
Acts.

As directed by an Act of last Session,
the legisiation of that year has been in-
corporated in the Revision, so that the
preceding eighteen years of statute law
contained in twenty-one volumes, have
become a dead letter so far as regards
the public general statutes with which
the Provincial Legisiature has any power
to deal. That littie or no reference will
require to be made to the old statutes,
will be seen fromn a glance at the very
useful Appendix C to the Revised Sta-
tutes. In that table is given a list of the
Acts and parts of Acts flot consolidated,
and the greater number of those have flot
been consolidated by reason of thei r re-
lating to matters which are clearly within
the cognizance of the Dominion Parlia-
ment, or in respect to which the power
of legisiation is doubtful or bas been
doubted. Isolated sections, forming part
of the criminal law and having no very
extensive operation, formi the major part
of the clauses enumerated in this list ; hut
there are a few provisions such as those
Of C. S. 0., cap. 57 ; and C. S. U. C., cap.
42, relating to bills of exchange and
promissory notes, which might have been
usefully printed in full, as a supplement
to the Revised Statutes ; indeed, a third
volume which would include the whole
of the enactments mentioned iii Appen-
dix C, would flot be a very costly adIdition
to, the Revision, whien compared with its
value as a compendious substitute for the

twenty one volumes, scattered through
which, the enactments there referred to,
are at presefit only to be found.

ln the arrangement of the Revised
Statutes, the grooves in which legislation
bas run, and sub-divisions already toler-
ably familiar to those who have most to
refer to the statutes, seem. to have beent
more considered than the production of
a strictly scientific system, of classifica-
tion, which would address itself only to,
the jurisprudent. For example, legisla-
tion in Ontario in regard to trustees and
executors, bas been, as a general rule,
made more or less in connection with
the sub*ject of wills ; consequently, the
Acts relating to wills, and to trustees.
and executors, have been placed side by
side, and under Titie VII, relating to the-
law of property - altliough a juirist wouldt
probably have placed the chapter respect-
ing trustees ami executors under Title'
X, relating to the laws affecting special
classes of persons. So also under Muni.
cipal matters, Title XII, will be found a
great variety of subjects, some of which,
might perhaps more appropriately be
classed under other heads.

The plan adopted, was, we think, the,
wise one. A consolid-ition of statutes,
must necessarily, from the nature of the
Statute Law, contain only a fragment of~
the general, law, and is not susceptible
of a scientitlc arrangement which would
place under each head the whole of the
subjects scientifically appropriate there,
without repeating any part of them un-
der any other head.

Such a self-consistent and harmonious
unity can only be expected from, a Code
which embraces the whole law on the
particular subject treated of. That ar-
rangement of the Revised Statutes which.
would suit the ordinary intelligent rea-
(1er quiite as well as the legislator or
prufessional lawyer, was therefore oh-
viously the best.


